COUNTRY REPORT    --   INDIA
Statistical organizations for food and agriculture

Agriculture being a state subject and statistics falling in the concurrent list of the constitution, the Agricultural Statistics System is a decentralized one with the State Govts. (the State Agricultural Statistics Authorities, or SASAs henceforth) playing a predominant role in collection and compilation of agricultural statistics and more particularly the crop statistics.   The Directorate of Economics and  Statistics, an attached office of Ministry of Agriculture is entrusted with the responsibility of collection, collation, dissemination and publication of statistical data on diverse facets of agriculture and allied sectors, required for planning and policy formulation by the Government.  Other principal agencies which collect data and conduct methodological studies on agricultural statistics are the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), the Indian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute (IASRI), the State Directorate of Economics and Statistics (State DESs), etc. 

Characteristics of Agriculture Statistics system
1. Decentralised system of Agriculture Statistics.

2. National Statistical Organisation  of Ministry of Statistics and Directorate of Economics and Statistics of Ministry of Agriculture are nodal organizations of Union Government.
3. Planning and coordination by Union Government organizations. 
4. Collection and compilation by State Government organizations.

5. Collation and dissemination by Union Government Organizations.

6. Supervision by Union and State Government organizations.

Agriculture Surveys undertaken
1. Estimation of area under crops through field to field enumeration under Timely Reporting scheme and Establishment of Agency for Reporting Agriculture Statistics scheme. ( agriculture year 2009-10)
2. Annual General Crop Estimation Survey for estimation of crop yield rate.  (agriculture year 2009-10)
3. Crop Estimation Survey on fruits and vegetables.  (agriculture year 2009-10)
4. Annual survey on Improvement of Crop Statistics (agriculture year 2009-10)
5. Cost of cultivation survey. (2009-10) 

6. Quinquennial Input Survey on Agriculture. (2006-07)
7. Annual Integrated Sample Survey for live stock products. (2009-10)
Quinquennial Agriculture Census 2005-06 has been completed and planning for agriculture census 2010 – 2011 is initiated.

Quinquennial 18th live stock census 2007 has been conducted and the processing of data is in progress. 
Innovative activities

.
Collection of Statistics Act 2008 has been passed by Indian Parliament on 7th January 2009 to facilitate the collection of economic, demographic, social, scientific and environmental aspects and for matters connected therewith.  The act provides for power to the Governments to collect data of national importance. 
Agriculture in Statistical Master Plan

The National Statistics Commission has been set up in India in 2006 as the nodal and empowered body for all statistical activities of the country.  It is to evolve, monitor and enforce statistical priorities and standards and to ensure statistical coordination among the different agencies involved. The Commission has identified Agriculture as the core sector and the plans and actions are oriented towards priority given to timeliness and  reliability in the compilation of agriculture statistics, agriculture census and surveys at the State level and  technical manpower provided at the field level.  While recognizing the merits and robustness of the methodology of data collection on various aspects of Agriculture, greater emphasis has been laid on improvement of the quality of data. In India, bulk of agriculture statistics flows from State Government organizations and these are needed with as much disaggregation as possible down to the level of village panchayats. Therefore States are constantly geared up for collection and compilation of agriculture statistics using latest techniques including information and communication tools to improve timeliness, reliability and adequacy of agriculture statistics. Annual conference on Improvement of Agriculture Statistics is organized by Directorate of Economics and Statistics. It  is an effective forum to highlight the methodological, technical and administrative issues in collection of agriculture statistics by State Governments. The conference is attended by various organizations concerned with planning, methodological studies, collection and use of  agricultural statistics.  
Capacity building

Training is an integral part for promotion of human resource development and 
capacity building, which, in turn, includes development of leadership and managerial traits. 
Accordingly, promotion of human resource development in official statistics and encouraging research and development in theoretical and applied statistics is one of the missions of the Ministry of Statistics. Trained manpower in Statistical activities is essence of sound statistical system. Government of India has established an international level institution as National Academy of Statistical Administration for imparting regular training and organizing subject oriented courses on Statistical system in various sectors and  related aspects. Regular interaction with State Government and other organizations on all aspects of collection of statistics is held in Conference of Central and State Statistical Organisations (COCSSO).  This helps in understanding the users need and identifying and overcoming the infirmities in the system of data collection. 
