Republic of Korea Reports
(i) Recent and proposed changes in the statistical organizations relating to food and agriculture;

Recently Statistics Korea rearranged the Agriculture & Fishery statistics into the division where strongly relevant areas are focused.
For efficiency, the Census of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries transferred to the census division, and farm& fishery household survey to household income and expenditure survey. 

(ii) Main characteristics of the agricultural statistical system. In this regard, countries are asked to review the table attached and verify that the information that FAO has about the country is up to date. 

The Korean statistical system may be considered to be decentralized: a ministry or each government agency has the responsibility to compile various statistics related to its own field. Such ministry and agencies include the Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Korea Forest Service, and the rural development administration, etc. 

 Recently, all of statistical survey of agricultural field such as Livestock survey, Crop production survey, etc, which had been conducted by the Ministry of Agricultural was transferred to the Korea statistics since 5 Mar. 2008. 

(iii) Agricultural and related surveys undertaken and plans for the future, including those on the census of agriculture; 

First, computational connections among basic items as population, housing and household, as well as cooperative utilization of the infrastructure are in the planning process. Also areas regarding greenhouse gas, echo-care and quality of life have been newly included. WCA recommendations are followed by adaptation of ICR resource processing system and network management system applying to the Population and Housing Census. 
Second, Statistics Korea obtains administrative resources as Broilers data or TAC(Total Allowance Catch), and uses them as the standard to verify the accuracy of statistical surveys.
Third, a test survey will be conducted (2012) for the early-adoption of remote search technologies into Agriculture & Fishery statistics. 
(iv) Recent innovative activities and measures undertaken since the last Commission Session; 

Recently maintenances have been performed through two steps on Agriculture & Fishery statistics in 2008 and 2009.

In 2008, the maintenance was focused on reorganization of relevant statistics. The Census of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries have been integrated to The Census of Agriculture & Fishery, and the satisfaction survey on the quality of life in agricultural areas was abolished. 

In 2009, the maintenance pursued utilization of administrative resources as Assessment Reports of environmental effects, redistributed less-utilized parts, and introduced CATI survey into the system. 

(v) Outstanding problems.

Relationships with previously related institutions have been weakened due to the integration of Agriculture and Fishery statistics into Statistics Korea. 

Statistics Korea is strengthening cooperation with relevant institutions for effective production of agriculture statistics in the changing flow of the field.  

(vi) Role of agriculture in the Statistical Master Plan (SMP) and in the National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) (Agenda Item VI) is to lead advancement of statistical method by introduction of innovative technologies as remote sensing, and to develop statistics through the cooperation with relevant institutions in response to demands. 
(vii) Needs for capacity building (Agenda Item VII)

No particular comments or requirements. 

Country reports with these seven items should be submitted to the APCAS Secretary not later than close of working hours on 15 March 2009 to enable review and preparation of a summary presentation by FAO. Each delegation should submit the report to Jairo Castano at Jairo.Castano@fao.org.

