Country Report - Malaysia 
(i) Recent and proposed changes in the statistical organizations relating to food and agriculture
There has been no significant change in the structure of the statistical organization in Malaysia. However, Department of Statistics, Malaysia(DOSM) have expanded its work program to include the compilation of Supply Utilisation Accounts(SUA), Agricultural Indicators and Agro-Based Industries principal statistics recognising the importance of these areas to food security and employment.
(ii) Main characteristics of the agricultural statistical system. 
At this moment, the Malaysian Agriculture Statistical System is still decentralized. The key agencies for agricultural statistics remain the same.  The coordination between these agencies rank from moderate to strong depending on the subject at hand.  Data are still collected on a per need basis. However, areas of strong coordination include data sharing and methodology especially for development areas like SUA.  Nevertheless, DOSM would like to enhance its role as the focal point for agricultural statistics and would seek the cooperation of all agencies involved and work towards strong coordination in this area.    
(iii) Agricultural and related surveys undertaken and plans for the future, including those on the census of agriculture
A number of surveys related to Agriculture Statistics, have been undertaken such as:-
· SUA has been initiated for selected crops such as paddy /rice, vegetables and fruits;

· Agricultural Indicators for paddy/ rice
·  Paddy Production Survey, 2009

· Livestock Survey, 2009
· Cocoa Estate Census 2009
· Pepper Farmers Census 2009
· Census of Agricultural Establishments 2009 for crops, fisheries and livestock

· Census on Rubber Estates 2008 & 2010

· Pilot test for selected agro-based industries,2010
Plans for the future include:-
· The upcoming Agriculture Census which will be conducted in 2012

·  Economic Census for crops, fisheries, livestock and forestry scheduled for 2011
· Census on Small Medium Enterprise also scheduled for 2011
· SUA and Agricultural indicators for Fisheries and Livestock
· Agriculture Index
(iv) Recent innovative activities and measures undertaken since the last Commission Session 

A) In DOSM we have embarked on improving the processing system for the Census of establishments involved in agricultural activities.  We are moving to a Centralised Integrated Statistical System under the National Enterprise Wide Statistical System(NEWSS) which will eliminate the effort to transfer data between disparate systems and hence result in greater efficiency for data processing, updating, analysis and dissemination.
B) The classification of industries and products have also been updated in line with international recommendations (Malaysian Standard Industrial Classification (MSIC) 2000 to MSIC 2008 and Malaysian Classification of Products by Activity (MCPA) 2005 to MCPA 2010).

C) We have also undertaken a study of selected Agro-based Industries as regards their output, Input, employment, salaries and wages, assets, imports and exports and also their contribution to GDP.

D)  The Agriculture Flagship stemmed out of the 2008 food crisis. The broad and ultimate National goals of this Agriculture Flagship program are to ensure food security and improve farmer’s income. The measures under the Agriculture Flagship include,  to:
a. bring farmers into the economic mainstream;
b. consolidate, enhance, streamline, create and implement initiatives that are enabled by business and technology innovation to accelerate transformation ;
c. improve the human capital, implementation and coordination  processes of key stakeholders ;
d. attract more investment to make the sector as the 3rd Engine of growth;  and
e. improve the matching of Food Demand and Supply
(v) Outstanding problems
The first basic problem is a good agricultural frame.  Without a good frame, quality of data will definitely be impacted.  Also integration between data from establishments/enterprises and households involved in agricultural activities.  Also lacking is good manuals relating to concepts, methodologies, questionnaire design and best practices on data collection for agricultural statistics.
Similar generic problems such as collection of data about small scale producers, the integration of disparate data bases, still pose as major problems confronting agriculture data collection. Inter-ministerial and inter-organizational data collection and linkages needs to be enhanced as the Ministry of Agriculture being the steward for Agriculture Development will have to link up with a number of other Ministries and Organizations. The Ministry of Domestic Trade, Cooperatives and Consumerism is involved in price regulation, the Ministry of Health is responsible for the Food Act and the formulation of the Food Pyramid for the country which involved in the “Halal” regulation. All these add to the challenges for data collection and integration.
(vi) The role of agriculture in the Statistical Master Plan (SMP) and in the National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) 
Agriculture contributed 7.7% to GDP in 2009 with one-third of its share coming from palm oil.  As agriculture still assume a major significant role in the economic development of Malaysia as well as in employment creation, the intensification of efforts in the collection, analyses and also application of the analyzed information and knowledge for strategic planning is still warranted.
Also on issues of food security and increasing the income level of the poor which is one of the National Key Result Area, statistics/information on agriculture like SUA, agricultural indicators, salaries and wages, labour force numbers, imports and exports, production data, cost pattern etc. are important inputs for strategic planning too. This is particularly important by virtue of the fact that Malaysia is currently reviewing the National Agriculture Policy for periods from 2011 – 2020 as the existing policy will expire in 2010.
(vii) Needs for capacity building 

Following up to the problems raised, capacity building in frame construction, questionnaire design, methodologies and concepts for conducting a good agriculture survey/census at minimum cost or even how to avoid census taking by having alternative measures.

However if census is necessary, there is still the need for continuous effort to improve the capacity for agriculture data collection and analyses due to fact of the complexity in the environment of agriculture sector. 
New techniques in data processing is also much sought for.
Conclusion

By virtue of the dynamic changes in the Agriculture Ecosystem in Malaysia, a more dynamic Agricultural Information System utilizing the various capabilities of the latest Information and Communications Technology  is highly warranted.
