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     REPÙBLICA  DEMOCRÁTICA  DE  TIMOR  LESTE

MINISTÉRIO DA AGRICULTURA  E  PESCAS
Direcção Nacional de Politica e Planeamento
Country Report
Introduction
Timor-Leste is predominantly an agrarian country, accommodating 1,047,632 people in an area of 15,000 sq km with approximately 90 percent of its population living in rural areas and heavily involved in agriculture. Nationwide, over 40 percent of the population is living below the national poverty line.  
Timor Leste is a new country and has had no formal agricultural census since its restoration of independence in 2002. In fact Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (MAF) rehabilitate the agriculture sector that had been devastated by Indonesian military and militias. MAF was left with many challenges among them lack of data to support planning. Taking lessons from this experience, MAF encouraged the collection of crucial structural data through National Agriculture Sample Survey (NASS) in each district in 2007 and 2008 with FAO assistance.
The final report already finalised and published trough MAF website.
In 2009 with Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (MAF) request; FAO has been designed a proposal for National Agriculture Census to be implemented by MAF in 2011 after Census Population completed by National Statistics Directorate.
(i) Recent and proposed changes in the statistical organizations relating to food and agriculture;
According to the Decree Law 2003-17 Section 7 Competency to prepare mandatory statistics:
1. The preparation of mandatory official statistics is the competency of the National Directorate of Statistics, Ministry of Planning and Finance.

2. Persons inquired in official statistical sampling shall provide the National Directorate of Statistics, Ministry of Planning and Finance, with the requested data in a precise, comprehensive manner and within the required deadline.
3. The conduct of mandatory statistical surveys by other public entities is subject to prior authorization from the National Directorate of Statistics.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (MAF) it is an institution responsible for Agriculture and food production in the country. It is a competency to promote an agriculture investigation and find out collaboration and coordination mechanism with other Government institutions, which are responsible for connected areas.
MAF has a Statistic Unit under National Directorate of Policy and Planning that responsible for the designing, collecting, analyzing and disseminating all information related to the food and agriculture.

(ii) Main characteristics of the agricultural statistical system. In this regard, countries are asked to review the table attached and verify that the information that FAO has about the country is up to date. 
Regarding with the Agriculture Statistic System, Timor Leste adopted centralized system. All processes related data collection it is planed and implemented under Ministry of Agriculture with National Statistic Directorate (NSD) coordination.
(iii) Agricultural and related surveys undertaken and plans for the future, including those on the census of agriculture;  
Timor Leste is a new country and has had no formal agricultural census since its restoration of independence in 2002. First National Agriculture sample Survey (NASS) was conducted in 2007 and 2008. The final report is published in MAF website http://www.maf.gov.tl
MAF is planning to conduct National Agriculture Census in 2011 after the Census population completed.
(iv) Recent innovative activities and measures undertaken since the last Commission Session; 

Not Applicable for Timor Leste
(v) Outstanding problems.
- Lack of HR Capacity
- No system of data collection
- Poor data base management system

As a result lack of comprehensive and reliable data to support monitoring and planning on the agricultural sector which affects all the sectoral statistical system. The available data from ad-hoc surveys is incomplete and not consistent 
(vi) the role of agriculture in the Statistical Master Plan (SMP) and in the National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) (Agenda Item VI)

The importance of the Agriculture development for the country the Agriculture statistics it is a subject with high consideration in Statistical Master Plan (SMP) to support  reliable and  accurate data and information. 
It is a government plan to develop Agriculture Statistics System in order to provide reliable and accurate data and information for the government and development partner’s efforts for adequate planning and policy making towards the main goals of the National Development Plan and the Programme of the Government of Timor Leste.

(vii) Needs for capacity building (Agenda Item VII)

Capacity building needed in the agriculture statistic area for Timor Leste :
-  Upgrade Level Education of Staffs in Statistics (post graduate) 
- Short training and courses in data base design, data management and data analysis software (EXCEL, ACCESS, SPSS etc.);
-  Basic Training for field staffs for regular data collection.
- Study comparative in the developed countries with good Agriculture Statistic system.
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