Country Report Sri Lanka
Introduction:

As per the National Income Estimates for the year 2009 the agriculture sector contributes about 13 percent to GDP and nearly half of the country’s labor-force is engaged in agricultural activities.   Sri Lanka has implemented agriculture based economic development policy in order to address the issue relating to the global economic slowdown and subsequent price hike in food commodities. A number of measures are being taken for developing agriculture sector particularly domestic food production, floriculture and export crop sectors for the purpose of achieving self-sufficiency at national level and ensuing food security. Task forces have been appointed to achieve rapid growth in the production of some selected crops. Providing an accurate and timely data on agriculture sector has become a great challenge for DCS as to meet the growing demand of many stakeholders in addition to the Government. In order to meet this requirement, several measures were taken.
1. Characteristics of the Agricultural Statistical System

The Statistical System in Sri Lanka basically defined to be a centralized system in which the Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) is vested with powers for collection, compilation and dissemination of all type of social and economic statistics in the country. DCS is functioning under the Ministry of Finance and Planning oversee by the Chief Executive, His Excellency the President of Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. DCS is vested with powers for collection of data under the two ordinances namely, Statistical Ordinance and Census Ordinance. Agriculture and Environment Statistics Division of the DCS is entrusted with the responsibilities of collection, compilation, and dissemination of data related to Agriculture sector oversee by a Director, under the overall supervision of Director General of Census and Statistics. The division obtains the data through main sources namely, (a). Sample Surveys (b). Censuses  (c). Administrative records. There is established statistical advisory body governed by any law on top of the DCS but the top management consisting of Directors represented for each discipline of the DCS is evaluated short term and long term programs in order to undertake statistical activities as per the vision and mission of the Department.  DCS has island wide net work for data collection integrated with the administrative set up. 

Recent Changes in the Agriculture Division of Department of Census and Statistics (DCS)

2.1 Strengthening the Data Dissemination System
A number of measures have been taken by the Agriculture Division in order to disseminate data in time through electronic media specially, by the means website of DCS in addition to the circulation by print media. For this purpose the division has been able to get the services of System Analyst/Programmer on a full time basis. Up-to-date data could be obtained through website: www. Statistics.gov.lk 

In this context the following two measures were introduced by the DCS during the last year.

1. Releasing “Agriculture News Letter” giving summary information along with a write up on current topics and published on the website.

2. Adopted a “Data Release Policy” for the benefit of researchers to facilitate the access to the micro level data.

In addition to that steps are being in progress to make availability the facilities for interactive tabulations of data through website.          

2.1 Advisory Services to Outside Organizations 

In the instances where DCS is not been able to undertake and handle statistical surveys due to the limited resources, the Senior Management of the division had rendered advisory services to outside Department/Organizations to conduct surveys in the agricultural discipline as to maintain  harmonized concepts. So that there will not be any ambiguity when analyzing the data with the other sources.

2. Agriculture Related Surveys undertaken during the recent past 

3.1 Census of Agriculture 

Sri Lanka has a long history of conducting the Agriculture Census and the first was recorded in the year 1921. The normal practice of conducting the Census is on decennial basis. The latest Census of Agriculture was conducted during the year 2002 and the next Census is due in the year 2012 just after the Census of Population and Housing planned for the year 2011. Initial planning activities of the Census of Agriculture 2012 such as; evaluating the user requirements, drafting of questionnaires and manuals, budgeting, reviewing of data capturing techniques  are to scheduled to be  commenced during the year 2010.The strategies of the next Census are basically focused on coping up with the requirements of data users and dissemination of data in time. 
3.2  Survey on Tea Small Holding Sector

Tea production and the export earning play an important role in the economy of Sri Lanka. The country is being the largest tea exporter to the world market which produces over 300 million kgs. annually having an extent over 222,00 hectares. Few decades earlier, the largest share of production had been contributed by the large and state/private owned holdings but at present that has become the reverse side and it is dominated by Small holders of about 350,000 and their contribution to the production has risen over 2/3rd.  As such the government obligation on uplifting of small farmers by assuring their living standards and providing a steady income has become a major concern.

 In that context at the request of respective authorities, a survey has been planned to conduct annually for the purpose of monitoring program effects and to find the major issues related with economic and social aspects in this sector.

3.3 Census on “Kithul Palms” 2009

The “Kithul or Fish Tail Palm” botanically named as “Caryota” is a tree grown an average height of 40 – 50 feet largely and haphazardly in the districts of wet zone favored by climatic conditions.  The Kithul flowers are tapped to obtain sap or liquid utilize to make Kithul toddy, treacle and jaggery. Treacle and Jaggery industry has a very good prospect for earning foreign exchange. Kithul jaggery is a bi-product of Kithul treacle and substitute for sugar.

Unavailability of accurate statistics or data on “Kithul Palms” has been noted by planners as one of the obstacles for formulating of policies towards the development of Kithul industry in the country. This situation has been brought to the notices of the Agriculture Statistics Division of the Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) by the Ministry of Rural Development and Self Employment Promotion (RDSEP) In this context, DCS in collaboration with RDSEP and the Department of Agrarian Development (DAD) have undertaken an exercise for data collection during the first half of the year to estimate the extent/number of palms in the country. The data obtain through this exercise has been disseminated. 
3.4 Forecasting on Production Statistics quarterly basis
DCS has designated as the sole authority for compilation quarterly national accounts in the country since last year. As such the division has been taken several measures in forecasting of quarterly data on crop production in order to facilitate the preparation of quarterly National accounts.
4 Innovative Activities

4.1 Streamline the Data Collection Process
To meet this requirement on timely and accurate data, number of measures has been taken by the Department of Census and Statistics in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance and Planning and other responsible agencies to strengthen the data collection process, especially at the grass-root level.  Several directives have been made with the concurrence of the other stake holders who are providing the services for data collection in the field Viz. Department of Agrarian Development, Department of Agriculture, and the Ministry of Livestock to reinforce the primary reporters’ duties.

 4.2   Estimating Paddy Production

Estimating the average yield and the production of paddy in Sri Lanka is performed on the basis of crop-cutting technique where the designated field officers visit the selected sample plots and carry out experiments as per the directives and instructions of DCS. The size of the experimental plot where matured crop is to be harvested is 5 mts x 5 mts. Harvesting and measuring activities are performed manually in this exercise. As this crop cutting methodology has become a very laborious and time consuming task to personnel who are doing experiments, in one way it leads to quality of results. On the other hand    due to the modern techniques adopted by the farmers, the existing survey technique has an impact on operational issues. Therefore, it is essential to replace with the new methodology in estimating paddy production. 
In this context a Workshop was conducted recently attended by the districts staff in order to share with their experiences and to improve the quality of work pertaining to the crop cutting survey. In this forum, many more recommendations were made and they are being implemented step by step. However, still there are some issues to be solved on the following aspects.

(a). Further reduction of the size of sample plot

(b). Replacement with an alternative system

©   Introduction of new technologies to different operations

5 Outstanding Issues
5.1 New Methodology in Estimating of Paddy Production
As explained in the item 4.2, In the aspect of (b). some consultancies are being sought through the STATCAP project not only on the improvement/replacement of estimation procedure of paddy . 
5.2 Estimating of Other subsidiary Food crops and Livestock numbers
Presently, extent under subsidiary food crops, comprising seasonal crops, vegetables, fruits and minor export crops and the livestock numbers estimated annually/seasonally are not based on scientific surveys as such but based on subjective method oriented reporting system. As such the data are subject to questionable and final data process in a time-lag.  Evolving a sustainable alternative scientific methodology to replace this conventional system is also one of the outstanding issues of the DCS. 
5.3 Forecasting on Production of Agricultural Crops

Data on production has to be provided for compilation of quarterly national accounts (GDP estimates), it is very essential to prepare reliable forecasting system on crop production.
6.     Needs for Capacity Building 
This is also one of the concerns to be given priority as limited resources and opportunities in the division. There are many officers to be trained in following disciplines with considering growing demand for data.

a). in-depth data analysis

b). Crop Forecasting 

c). Management of Environmental data  

 To some extent training avenues have been offered locally and internationally to the staff attached to the Agriculture Division par with the other staff of the Department under the Statistical Capacity Building Project (STATCAP) which is a joint venture of World Bank and the Government of Sri Lanka in operation at present. This would be helpful to enhance the capabilities in the aspects of data presentation and computer literacy of the DCS. 

Finally, we wish that the FAO would facilitate some training facilities to the staff of the Agriculture and Environment Division in the above aspects which needs to be strengthen prior to undertake the next Census of Agriculture.
