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Welcome
The Fifth International Conference on Agricultural Statistics (ICAS-V) will take place on 13-15 October 2010 at the Speke Resort & Conference Centre, in Kampala, Uganda. The Conference will be hosted by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics and sponsored by the African Development Bank, Eurostat, FAO, the International Statistical Institute (ISI), the Islamic Development Bank, UNSD, United States Department of Agriculture and the World Bank. It is the fifth in the series of ICAS conferences conducted under the auspices of the ISI Committee on Agricultural Statistics. 

The Conference will provide an opportunity to review the draft implementation plan of the “Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics” endorsed at the last session of the United Nations Statistical Commission in February 2010. The Global Strategy is a ground-breaking effort to improve agricultural statistics driven by country assessments of the current situation. A major recommendation of the Strategy is that countries should be “Integrating Agriculture into the National Statistical System”. This recommendation is the overarching theme of the Conference.  
Conference Objectives
The Conference objectives will be to:

· Share good practices in the use of new tools and methods to integrate agricultural statistics into national statistical systems; 

· Review methodological developments on master sample frame and sample design;

· Share advancement in agricultural and household surveys;

· Identify core data items for economic, social and environment statistics; 

· Share good practices for data dissemination and access for analytical, research and policy purposes;

· Define key elements for each component of the implementation plan (research agenda, training program, technical assistance, governance); 

· Build a coalition of development partners to support the implementation plan.
Conference Themes
The Conference will discuss the following topics: 

Conceptual Framework: Scope and Coverage of Agriculture; linking Agriculture to Economic, Social and Environment Statistics. 

New Technologies: Remote sensing and early warning; Data collection and dissemination.

Implementation of the Global Strategy: Agricultural Statistics at Country Level; Training; Research; Technical Assistance; National and International Governance.

Core Data and Indicators: Rural and Social Statistics; Environment Statistics; Economic Statistics.

Survey Methodology and Integration: Population and Agriculture Censuses; Household and Agricultural Surveys; Gender issues; Master Sample Frame and Sample Design.
The conference is open to the entire international agricultural statistical community. Agricultural statisticians with experience in Africa are particularly encouraged to participate.
Call for Papers

Prospective participants are welcome to contribute with papers in any of the topics listed. The Programme Committee is chaired by FAO. Abstracts shall be submitted no later than May 31st 2010 to icasv@fao.org or carola.fabi@fao.org. 
Pre-Conference Seminar

A pre-conference training session for young statisticians will be held on 12 October. Training on survey methodology will be provided by statisticians from the National Agricultural Statistics Service of the United States Department of Agriculture. A side event on the Integration of Food Security Statistics will be provided by the FAO. 

For more information please visit 
www.icas-v.org or www.fao.org/es/ess
Conference Venue

To register to the Conference please fill in the form on www.icas-v.org and send it no later than 31 May 2010 to ICAS-V.

Secretariat: icasv-secretariat@ubos.org or james.mubiru@ubos.org.
The Conference will be held at the Speke Resort & Conference Centre in Kampala, Uganda, http://www.spekeresort.com/.
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