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 The context: 
 Observed general decline in the overall quality and availability of 

agricultural statistics 
 Many countries had failed to adequately include agriculture statistics 

(including Agricultural census) in the national strategies for the 
development of statistics (NSDS) 

 Increased need for reliable and timely statistical data with emerging 
needs pointing to data on climate change, environment, land and water 
use; and data on rural poverty 
 

The “Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics” provides a blueprint for a coordinated and long-

term initiative to address the decline in national agricultural 
statistics systems. 
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Contribution of the Agricultural census to the 

Global Strategy implementation 
 

Minimum set of core data of the GS (first pillar): 

 

 Agricultural census is not the primary source for the set of core 
data. However, it can contribute to many of them; 

 

 Agricultural census is specifically important for countries 
without an established and well functioning annual survey 
programme.  

 

 Can provide about a third of the Global Strategy’s core data in the 
year of the census (in the absence of annual survey programme).  

 

 Can provide a frame for specialized surveys for more than half of 
the core data items. 



Contribution of the Agricultural census to 
the Global Strategy implementation – cont’d 

 Integration of agricultural statistics into the national 
statistical system (second pillar) 
 Development of a master frame for agriculture - an essential element; 

Census of agriculture - one of the main data sources for building the 
master sampling frame.  

 Development of an Agriculture and Rural integrated Survey programme 
(AGRIS) - to assist countries to move towards a fully integrated 
approach. Census modular approach facilitates the transition.  

 Census of agriculture is broadly used for benchmarking for agricultural 
statistics surveys; main reference for reconciliation of data from 
different surveys and sources. 

 Capacity building exercise (third pillar) 
 Agricultural census can strongly contribute to the overall goal of 

building/strengthening capacity in the domain of agricultural statistics 
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Contribution of the Global Strategy 
implementation to the Agricultural census  
 Global Strategy provides operational aspects and research 

documents including on:   
 

  Master sample frame 
 Integrated census and surveys programme (AGRIS) 
  Documentation and software on CAPI and the use of remote sensing 
 Elaboration of SPARS (AC - one of the pillars of the agricultural surveys 

programme) 
 Providing access to agricultural microdata 
 Improving data collection methods 
 Improving data dissemination methods 
 Improving quality and use of administrative data;  
 Improving methodology on data analysis;  
 Indicators and data collection for agri-environment. 

 



Contribution of the Global Strategy 
implementation to the Agricultural census – 
cont’d 

WCA 2020 programme makes  cross references to 
relevant parts of the Global strategy 

 

Volume 1 makes reference to: 
  Chapter 3 : Master sample frame  for agricultural surveys 

  Chapter 4 : Agriculture and Rural Integrated Survey programme 
(AGRIS) and census Modular approach as a transition to the 
integration 

 Chapter 10 – Providing access to Agricultural Microdata (A Guide) 

 

Volume 2 will refer the reader to the disseminated 
publications of the Global Strategy 
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THANK YOU! 
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