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Mr. FAO Representative in Algeria,

Honourable Guests,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like, first of all, to thank the Government of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, especially the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, for hosting the Twentieth Session of the African Commission on Agricultural statistics. We are grateful to the National Organizing Committee for arranging this beautiful venue in Algiers and for the warm welcome extended to the Delegates. 

This is the first time that the Commission meets in Algeria, several years after the last meeting in a North African Country.   The large number of Delegates attending this Commission Session is testimony of the appreciation and the willingness of the member countries to see Algeria playing a very active role in the development of agricultural statistics in Africa. We are now very eager to learn from the important Algerian experiences in food and agricultural statistics including the successful implementation of the last census of agriculture and the recent development of an indicator system for monitoring and evaluation of the national agricultural and rural development plan.
I would like to welcome all the Delegates and Distinguished guests to this Commission Session.

 Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

During the last two years, there have been major developments in the area of agricultural statistics. One of such developments was a direct result of a resolution adopted by this Commission in 2005 in Mozambique. With the support of the Commission, through that resolution, the major revised classification of agricultural products proposed by FAO was adopted in 2005 at the United Nations.
In this area of international cooperation, FAO has also cooperated with the World Bank in evolving a menu of indicators for monitoring and evaluating agricultural and rural development in less than ideal conditions. This work has been undertaken in the framework of the Global Donor Platform for Rural Development. A publication on this subject will be issued shortly.
FAO was also active in the mainstreaming of the sector statistics in the National Strategy for Development of Statistics, in close cooperation with PARIS21. 

Since the last Commission session, we continued to promote the new World programme for the Census of Agriculture 2010 which was presented at the Maputo meeting in 2005. The main features of the Programme, especially the inclusion of community level data and the modular approach, were presented at different forums including the Fourth International Conference of Agricultural Statistics, held in Beijing, China, in October this year.
The work on maintenance of the FAO corporate database (FAOSTAT) and on CountrySTAT continued. There are now some 25 countries in the world that have started building their CountrySTAT framework as a tool for data dissemination in food and agricultural statistics.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

During the last two years there have been major changes in the organizational structure of FAO. This restructuring has direct bearing on the way the FAO deals with its relations in statistics with the member countries. There is now only one statistician in the Africa region, based at the Regional Office for Africa, in Accra, Ghana. But there is a Statistician in Cairo, Egypt for the Near East Region who was transferred from Headquarters; he covers a number of African countries including North Africa, which are part of both the regional groupings. The previous Statistician post in the Subregional Office for Southern Africa has been abolished. 
Regarding technical assistance, our support to the countries continues in different areas, including agricultural census and livestock, strengthening national system of agricultural statistics. CountrySTAT is a new subject and we actively support the establishments of this framework at country level. As part of this effort a new project will cover 17 African countries. I would like to stress that for technical assistance to be effective, there is a need for countries to take ownership of the technical activities of the projects and for Governments to commit appropriate resources to ensure the sustainability.
Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,

This Commission Session will review in detail the above matters. Papers have been prepared by the secretariat and by member countries. The new technical areas and good practices are thus documented for review by the Commission.

I encourage the Commission to exchange views in a friendly and frank manner, and to exchange the rich experiences and information in the region. We look forward to the Commission recommendations which will help FAO orient its programme of work in food and agricultural statistics.
Finally, I would like to wish you a successful meeting and a good stay in Algiers.

Thank you.
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