ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON PROGRAMME FOR THE 2010 ROUND OF CENSUSES OF AGRICULTURE

BANGKOK, THAILAND, 28TH  NOVEMBER – 2ND DISEMBER 2005

MALAYSIA: COLLECTING DATA ON RURAL ENTERPRISES AND SERVICES THROUGH AGRICULTURAL CENSUS

1.
TECHNICAL SUMMARY OF MALAYSIAN AGRICULTURE CENSUS 2005

Malaysia Agricultural Census 2005 was conducted on the 1st March 2005 with the aim to collect information on agriculture sector in producing updated and reliable data for the formulation of government policies. The Agriculture Census 2005 was implemented as complete enumeration. Among the objectives of the agriculture census are to collect information and data on agriculture sector to create a complete and comprehensive data base related to agriculture, to establish frame on agriculture for future surveys and to collect data and information for planning the agriculture sector in the Ninth Malaysia Plan (2006-2010).

The approach used in this census is by identifying those enumeration blocks in which households had reported agriculture as the “Main Occupation” during the Population and Housing Census 2000. Concepts and definitions used were largely based on the guidelines provided by Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) with some adjustments to accommodate the Malaysian specific conditions/situations.   

 Census Operations were carried out in two stages. The first stage is to identify total living quarters within each enumeration block. The enumerator lists all living quarters within each enumeration block. The enumerator interviewed household members to identify those who are engaged in agriculture activities such as farming, livestock, fishing and agriculture services. Interview is conducted using the questionnaire Document 1. In the second stage, enumerator will collect information on agricultural household. Those household identified as agricultural household in the first stage of census operation will be enumerated again to collect detail information on agriculture activities such as farming, livestock, fishing and agricultural services. For this purpose, enumerators will used questionnaires Document 1A (farming), 1B (livestock), 1C (Fishing), 1D (agriculture services/processing) and 1E (general issues).

In this census, manual processing had been implemented where all census documents were check and edited in respect of completeness of the questionnaire, correct geographical identification particulars, coding and correctness of the data. For data processing, data captured had been implemented and this process was done at all states involving almost 2,100 computers and almost 800 staffs.

The report of Malaysia Agriculture Census 2005 is in the process of final checking and is expected to be publishing by the end of the year as scheduled.  This report will be used by the Economics Planning Unit Prime Minister Department of Malaysia, as the input for the Ninth Malaysia Plan (2006-2010) for  agriculture sector.

2. COLLECTING DATA ON RURAL ENTERPRISES AND SERVICES THROUGH AGRICULTURAL CENSUS (MALAYSIA EXPERIENCE)

During 1950’s, agriculture sector were the major contributor to Malaysia Gross Domestics Product (GDP). But the contribution of agriculture sector in GDP was shrinking over time since 1960 until present. Issues on   poverty always been relate with this sector. The government has introduced many strategies and programs to help people in agriculture especially those in rural area to exit from this situation. Among the program including the introduction of one industry for one village trough out the country. In order to see the effectiveness of the programs, the government needed up to date data. Therefore, this subject was included in the agriculture census.  

 Agriculture Census 2005 was the first census where the issues on rural enterprises and services been included. The Ministry of Rural Development and the Economic Planning Unit, Prime Minister Department, had raised the demand for this data.  Since there are no latest information related to this issues available, Department Of Statistics Malaysia (DOS) had been ordered to gather data on this in the Census. 


To obtain the data on this issues, DOS have compiled all the information needed by the agencies and design a set of questionnaire related to the issues, Document 1D (agriculture services/processing). Questions asked in this document mainly general question with the purpose to obtain the frame. Among questions asked in this document are types of agriculture services such as industrial services (agricultural handicraft, food and drinks based on agricultural product, processed livestock product and medicines), marketing agricultural product, agro tourism (Tropical Fruit Farm, Eco-Resort, Herbal Farm, Home-stay etc) and rental of agriculture equipment (machines, tractors, boats Outboard etc).

To obtain the data, firstly, DOS had to identify the individual who involved in this agriculture services/processing activity. This is due to no updated frame available. This is done by screening the entire agricultural household during the first stage of the census. After agricultural household involved in agriculture services/processing had been identified, enumerators will visited them in the second stage of the census to interview them with the questions in Document 1D.

Furthermore, agriculture operators involved in the agriculture services/processing were also asked questions in Document 1E. Among information that can be gathered from Document 1E are Capital Resources, Credits, Consultation Services, Machinery equipment used, marketing profiles, future planning and expectation and training.  From this census also, information on sex, ethnic group, age group and educational level on the agriculture operator who involved in agriculture services were also captured.  

Even though, this is the first time topic on agriculture services being included in the census, the process of data collection on the field for this topic during the census run smoothly since most of the question asked is general and easy to understand. However, there are also constrains to the enumerators to get information from those operators involved in this activity such as no proper record kept by the operators, identifying main activity for operators with multiple agriculture services activities and too many option of answers which might confuse the respondents if they not understand the question properly.

In term of processing the data on this topic, DOS have found that there were difficulties in matching the answers. One of the reasons is due to the setup of the questionnaire. Especially when the respondents answers more than one options. However, DOS managed to overcome the difficulties by modifying the tabulation system with the help from IT experts and the availability of enough IT equipments. 

Based on the census result, it showed there were quite a big number of agriculture operators involved in this activity (figures can be obtain once the report is published). These mean agriculture services had become one of the important activities to the country. Even, these activities have changed the perception of the youngsters toward agriculture. 

ANALYSIS OF THE CHANGES FOR 2010 AGRICULTURE CENSUS 


Most of the topics on the agricultural services for 2010 World Agriculture Census outline by FAO have been included in the Agriculture Census 2005 for Malaysia. Most of the questions were ask in document 1E. 


Even, Malaysia Agriculture Census 2005 had covered wide issue related to agricultural services such as future planning and expectation among the agriculture operators in Malaysia and expert training attended by the agriculture operators. Therefore, we also suggested FAO to include these topics as well in the World Programme For The Census of Agriculture 2010.  We believe these topics might be useful for the government in many countries for planning and formulation of policies for their agriculture sector.

Among the changes that will be implemented for the future agriculture census are to simplify the questions and choices of answers asked in the questionnaire. DOS also will revise the census approach by comparing the relationship between the topics of agriculture services with the establishment surveys done by DOS especially regarding the informal sector.  This is to avoid duplication/repetition of data being collected. Furthermore, by simplifying the questions will reduce the time for interviews and cost of operation.  

Besides that, DOS also have planned to revise the approach of training for the enumerators on this topic especially in term of duration of training, concepts and definitions outlined by FAO with adjustment to accommodate the Malaysian specific conditions/situations, reference materials and training kids. This is important for the enumerators in order to obtain quality and reliable data. 


Furthermore for the next agriculture census, DOS has analyzed to introduce new issues related to agriculture services and enterprises such as relationship between biotechnology, food security, marketing and hub for Halal food producer in collecting the data.  This is because the government had highlighted these issues nowadays. However, these issues have to be discussed among the government agencies involved before this proposal being tabled to the Malaysian Government. 

Finally, DOS also have proposed a specific/detail survey being carried out in order to get more detail data on this issue such as the yearly income and expenditure and part time operators in agricultural services and enterprises.
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