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TWENTY - FIRST SESSION OF THE AFRICAN COMMISSION 

ON AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

ACCRA, GHANA.  28 - 31 OCTOBER 2009

ADDRESS BY

Ms HELENA SEMEDO
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL/

FAO REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR AFRICA

Mr. Chairman,

His Excellency the Vice- president, 

Honourable Minister for Agriculture,

Ms Government Statistician, Ghana Statistical Service,

Mr. Chief Director for Agriculture

FAO Representative to Ghana,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates and Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very much privileged to be able to address you once again, at this Twenty - first Session of the African Commission on Agricultural Statistics (AFCAS). This session holds a lot of expectations for the FAO and many countries in the region. It is our hope that important decisions will be taken during this session that would accelerate the development of agricultural statistics in this region and adequately prepare African countries to face the numerous challenges ahead.  It is with this in mind that I heartily welcome you on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf, to this session of the commission.


I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government and people of Ghana for graciously supporting the Regional Office for Africa to host this session.  I would also like to thank the authorities for the excellent cooperation they have put at our disposal and for the warm hospitality of the people of Ghana. This will no doubt contribute immensely to creating a peaceful and conducive environment for successful deliberations. We are deeply grateful for their kindness.


The pivotal role which agricultural statistics play in promoting agricultural development and overall socio-economic development in the countries of Africa have been repeatedly underscored and is familiar to all of us. In spite of this, however, we are well aware that many African countries have neither established adequate systems for the collection of agricultural statistics nor developed the capability to use available information for analytical studies. It is for this reason that the African Commission on Agricultural Statistics, in conformity with its mandate “to review the state of food and agricultural statistics in the region and advise member Nations on the development and standardization of agricultural statistics within the general framework of FAO’s work in statistics…” continues to play a significant role in ensuring that FAO contributes effectively to the task of overcoming constraints that hinder the development of national agricultural statistical systems and programmes.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,


On the eve of the next decade, it is appropriate to recall some of the notable achievements AFCAS has recorded during its 46-year history:

· Most of you are no doubt aware that AFCAS was instrumental in pioneering researches into the now well-established systems for collecting and reporting crop production data through the sampling methodology. 

· The supply/utilization accounting programme developed by the FAO was widely propagated through AFCAS and refined to its present high efficiency level. 

· Through special forums and workshops organised under the auspices of AFCAS, the authoritative decennial, FAO World Census of Agriculture Programme, has been continually reviewed and revised and perfected to its current high standard of efficiency, providing a model for the collection of agricultural statistics for several countries in the region. 

· More recently, User/Producer workshops, which bring together users and producers of agricultural statistics at the national level for improving data collection, have been pioneered through AFCAS, with more countries in the region calling for their implementation at national levels.  

· The collection of agricultural statistics relating to human resources, which will adequately reflect gender orientations, is currently being refined, analysed and disseminated through the efforts of AFCAS. 

· In order to satisfy the increasing desire among the countries of the region for developing a viable strategy for strengthening national food and agricultural statistics systems, FAO, the World Bank, and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) are collaborating to assist the countries to adopt a comprehensive approach to the development of agricultural statistics, based on a clear understanding of their data needs and priorities.  To this end, a technical Workshop on Strengthening National Food and Agricultural Statistics Systems that preceded this Session of AFCAS was jointly organised by FAO, the World Bank and the USDA. AFCAS fully supported the organisation of the workshop, in conformity with its mandate “to organise workshops on methodology for the development and improvement of Agricultural Statistics in the countries of the region”. 

Mr. Chairman, 


This session therefore has some challenging tasks to perform. However, I am pleased to note two issues which feature in the Agenda of this meeting.  Thus, CountrySTAT phase II project for Sub-Saharan Africa and Food security information. I would not like to pre-empt the discussions that would take place on these topics, but simply wish to state that I am greatly encouraged by the presence at this meeting of eminent statisticians who will no doubt bring their expertise and wide experience to bear on discussions of these very important topics. I am therefore confident that the decisions and recommendations of this meeting will effectively address the problems at hand and lay the necessary foundation for the development and improvement in the collection and utilisation of agricultural statistics and set the stage for the socio-economic development and the general well being of the people of Africa in the next millennium.


I wish you all success in your deliberations and I thank you for your attention.
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