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Abstract

Agricultural sector plays an important role for Myanmar economy. In rural areas
women are contributing significantly in agriculture. The total population living in
agricultural households in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar is 25.72 million
persons in 2010.0f the total agricultural population male constitutes 48.84 percent which
is 2.35 percentage points less than female. The proportion of the population belonging
to male-headed households is 86.82 percent while 13.18 percent to female-headed
households. Overall sex ratio of the agricultural population in Myanmar represents
95.45. For rural areas it accounted for 95.44. of the total households with agricultural
holdings (5.4 million) 15.06 percent (816 thousand) are headed by women and
84.95 percent (4 million} by men. The national average household size for agricultural
household is 4.75 members, with male headed households having an average 4.85
members and female headed households 4.16 members. The active agricultural
population in 2010 includes a total of 22.3 million persons or 86.81 percent of the total
agricultural population. Women comprise 51.4 percent (11.5 million) of the total
population and men 48.6 percent (10.9 million). Majority (79.34 percent) of the
household heads are married. However 91.97 percent of the married heads are males
while their counterparts represent only 8.04 percent. Out of 24.4 million household
members & years and over, 90.13 percent have educational attainments one way or
another. Among them female members shared 44.41 percent and it is 1.31 percentage
points less than male members. At national level, more than 15 percent of all heads of
agricultural households have completed primary school level education or reached
middle school level education. Unfortunately, among the agricultural household heads,
26.80 percent of female heads and 14.05 percent of male heads did not attend school.
The percentage of population working in own agricultural holding was almost the same
for male headed households (92.81 percent) and female headed households
(92.75 percent). More members from female headed household (12.31 percent)worked
in non-agricultural activities than members from male headed households
(11.47 percent). At national level, 9 out of 10 agricultural households had accessed to
agriculture land, of which 90 percent were male headed agricultural households and
10 percent were female headed agricultural households. 92.01 percent of the agricultural
household heads were reported as the crop holders. The median age of the male crop
holders was 47 years old and the female crop holder was 53 years old. It was found that
8 percent of the male-headed households and 12 percent of the female-headed
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household faced difficulties in accessing basic food. Of these, 7 out of 10 male-headed

and female-headed households had low crop production due to shortage of capital. The
significant source of gender inequality between male and female headed in the

agricultural sector was the agricultural land operated by female especially the land size
and the number of parcels. The average size of land that female-headed households
have access to land is almost 17 percent smaller than the land of male-headed

households.

Keywords: Gender, Sex ratio, Active agricultural population, Educational
attainment
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Gender profile of Myanmar’s agricultural
households'

Yee Win 2

Introduction

1.1 Agricultural sector

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar had an estimated population of
58.38 million in 2008. About 67 percent of the population lives in rural areas and the
livelihood of the majority of the people is based mainly ocn a combination of rice growing,
livestock production and fisheries. Myanmar is highly dependent on agriculture and
this sector provides employment for about 61 percent of the work force and generates
almost 37 percent of the GDP and 13.3 percent of total export earnings of the country.
Nevertheless, smallholder farm families dominate the agricultural sector and are mainly
engaged in subsistence production. Most of those employed in agriculture are self-
employed or unpaid family workers. Rice is the most important crop for Myanmar and it
accounts for almost 65 percent of the total cultivated area.

1.2 Sources of agricultural data

This paper draws primarily on the data of the Myanmar Census of Agriculture
2010 (MCA 2010) Supplementary Module conducted in 2011, from February to March.
The MCA 2010 was the country’s fourth census and covered more than 4.5 million
agricultural holdings.

1.3 Rationale for the national gender profile

As in other Asian countries, women in Myanmar are major contributors to the
agricultural economy although their contributions remain invisible and generally
under estimated because of the lack of sex disaggregated data. In the past, most of their
activities were excluded from economic accounts. Although a number of national
surveys and agricultural censuses were implemented in Myanmar, gender data related
to agriculture were not, or inadequately, tabulated, analysed and disseminated.

' This paper was presented in the National Data Dissemination Seminar on Myanmar Census of Agriculture
2010 in Myat Taw Win Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw, on 5-6 November 2012.
2 U Yee Win is a National Professional in Gender and Development of TCP/MYA/3301(D).
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Therefore the lack of relevant data on women in agriculture made it impossible for the
planners and policy-makers to understand the real status of women in the agricultural
sector.

Incorporating a gender perspective in statistics is a pressing need of the country.
This paper provides data on the gender gap between male-headed and female-headed
households working in the Myanmar agricultural sector in terms of access to productive
resources, livelihood and social differences. The information in this paper can be used
not only for planning and policy-making purposes related to addressing gender
inequalities and improving agricultural production, but also for poverty reduction
targeting both men and women in the agricultural sector.

1.4 Gender analysis framework

Table 1.1 indicates the key gender areas of study in this paper. Key issues were
analysed and highlighted from a gender perspective.

Table 1.1 Key areas for the gender study on MCA 2010 Supplementary Module

Issues to be analysed Data to be tabulated and analysed
1. Agricultural population Age, sex, sex ratio, percent of ecohomically active population
and households in female and male headed agricultural households, marital

status, educational attainment of the household members

and household heads.

2. Access to production Farm labour, involvement of household population and
resources household heads in agricultural holdings, agricultural land
3. Agricultural activities Crop holders, livestock and poultry holders, fisheries,
forestry.
4. Food security Basic food items consumed by female and male headed

households, reasons for having difficulties in accessing
specified basic foods, steps to be taken by male and female

household heads.

1.5 Re-tabulation

The MCA 2010 Project Office processed the sex disaggregated data according to
its tabulation plan and carried out further gender analysis with the assistance of FAO.
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Nearly 100 tables were produced by the MCA 2010 Project Office for the gender
analysis. This work was done under the supervision of the Lead Consultant. On the basis

of these tables, some re-tabulation was carried out for this report and a selected number

of tables are used in this paper. All other tables will be available through a Gender

Analysis in Myanmar Agriculture Database.

1.6 Key definitions from MCA 2010

1.

An agricultural holding is an economic unit of agricultural production under
single management.lt comprises all livestock kept and all land used wholly or
partly for agricultural production purposes, without regard to title, legal form, or
size. Single management may be exercised by an individual or household or
jointly by two or more individuals or households or by a clan or tribe or by juridical
persons such as corporations, cooperatives or government agencies. For the
purpose of MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, an agricultural holding in
Myanmar comprises at least 1 large livestock (cattle/buffalo/donkey/mule) and/or
at least 4 small livestock (sheep/goat/pig) and/or 30 poultry (chicken/duck/quail)
kept/bred as of the time of enumeration and at least 0.1 acre of land used wholly

or partly for crop cultivation.

An agricultural holder is a civil or juridical person who makes major decisions
regarding resource use and exercises management control over the crop holding
operations. The holder has technical and economic responsibility for the holding
and may undertake all responsibilities or delegate responsibilities related to
day-to-day work management to a hired manager. In MCA 2010, an agricultural
holder could be a crop holder that engaged only in crop cultivation or
livestock/poultry holder that engaged only in keeping and/or breeding livestock
and /or poultry or a combined crop and livestock/poultry holder that engaged in
both crop cultivation and keeping/breeding livestock/poultry.

A household is one ormore persons living together who make common provision
for food or other essentials for living. This is a standard definition of household
used in the country.

A parcel is defined as any piece of land entirely surrounded by other land, water,
road, forest, etc. not forming part of the holding. A parcel may consist of one or
more fields adjacent to each other. For the purpose of this Myanmar Census of
Agriculture, a parcel must be of the same land type (like the Ubaing in Myanmar).
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1.7 Gender related definitions

The following definitions were taken from the publications of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and are used throughout this
paper.

1. Sexrefers to the biological differences between men and women.

2. Gender refers to the social differences between women and men, i.e. the
different responsibilities of women and men in a given culture or location.
These roles of women and men are learned and they change over time.

3. Gender roles are influenced by perceptions and expectations arising from
social and cultural, political, environmental, economic, institutional factors, as
well as class, age, ethnicity.

4. Gender analysis is the study of the different roles of women and men to
understand what they do, what resources they have and what their needs and
priorities are.

5. Gender-disaggregated data are analytical indicators derived from sex-
disaggregated data on socio-economic attributes.

1.8 Outline of the paper

This paper includes five chapters. Chapter 1 presents an overview of
Myanmar’'s agricultural sector and the agricultural data source used in this paper and its
rationale. Chapter 2 presents a brief discussion on Myanmar’s agricultural sector and
national gender policy. Chapter 3 presents the findings of the demographic and social
characteristics of the agricultural households including agricultural population,
households, labour force, marital status and education status of the agricultural
population. Chapter 4 discusses gender-based access to productive resources,
economic activities, and agricultural land accessibility of the households. Chapter 5
emphasizes mainly livelihood strategies of the agricultural population focusing on crop
production, raising livestock and poultry, fishing, forestry, aquaculture and lastly on food
consumption of the agricultural population. Chapter 6 contains the conclusions and
recommendations.
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2. Gender, agriculture and institutional context

2.1 Gender and Myanmar’s agricultural sector

The agricultural sector plays an important role in Myanmar's economy. On the
basis of the data compiled by the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (UN-
MDG) in 2008, the 2010 population of Myanmar was projected at 50,495,000 and is
considered relatively accurate. The 2010 Myanmar Census of Agriculture (MCA 2010)
estimated the agricultural population at 25,720,907, which was composed of 12.56 million
males (48.8 percent) and13.16 million females (51.2 percent). The estimated agricultural
population from MCA 2010 was 51 percent of the total projected population in 2010.
This did not include those employed in the agricultural sector. The estimated agricultural
population was composed only of those working as self-employed/employed/unpaid
household workers in their own agricultural holdings.

In rural areas women contribute significantly to the agricultural sector. They do
most of the farm work including planting, weeding, harvesting crops, tending livestock
and spending long hours performing domestic work such as gathering firewood, fetching
drinking water, preparing meals and caring for children. Males traditionally do the
ploughing, making bunds and preparing seed beds. However, women did more than
their counterparts in tasks such as transplanting, caring, weeding, harvesting, trashing
and post-harvest operations. Generally, for most crops, men do the land preparation,
ploughing and fencing whereas women do the weeding and even marketing. But men
and women jointly plant, weed and harvest their crops.

Forests are an important economic resource base for agriculture communities
and provide income and sources of household food security. Traditionally, women
gather not only firewood from the forests but collect such products as mushrooms, wild
fruits, nuts, wild vegetables, and also medicinal herbs. Men hunt wild animals and cut

logs and bamboo whereas women mostly gather the firewood.

Myanmar is a country endowed with abundant water resources. These include
rivers and their tributaries, reservoirs, ponds, lakes and even rice fields,and they are
important fishery resources in Myanmar. Although both women and men are involved in
fishing activities, sometimes women engage in the management of the fish ponds.
Women also play key roles in processing and marketing of the fishery products.
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2.2 Participation of women in agricultural activities

Many agricultural households in Myanmar depend on livestock as an important
source of cash income and family nutrition. The majority of farmers still use buffaloes
and bullocks for ploughing. Women and men jointly care for cows and buffaloes. In
addition, women take care of small livestock such as goats, pigs and poultry.

2.3 National gender policy

It is as clearly stipulated in the Constitution of Myanmar, and in other laws, that
women and men have equal political, social, cultural rights and equal rights in the family.
This creates a favourable condition for all women and for all ethnic groups to participate
in the development process at all levels.

Article 22 of the Constitution of the Union of Myanmar (2008} states that all
citizens shall be equal before the law, regardless of race, religion, status, or sex, enjoy
equal opportunities, enjoy the benefits derived from his or her labour in proportion to his
or her contribution in manual or mental labour and, have the right to inherit according to
faw. In addition, Article 32A of the new Constitution states that the Union shall care for
mothers and children.

The Government of Myanmar carries out social welfare services
through preventive, protective and rehabilitative measures, with special attention to
children, youth, women,people with disabilities, and elderly people. It also provides
welfare services to vulnerable groups on the basis of social integration strategies. As
Myanmar has a benign vision for women, it will be an equitable, inclusive and
sustainable society where all women can achieve their rights and aspirations while
building a strong society.

The achievement of this vision requires:

» Equitable access to resources, opportunities and social services

* Full and active participation in society

» Adequate resourcing and support for women’s needs and initiatives

» Commitment to the inclusion of all members of society in all spheres of life
* Valuing women's contribution to society

« Safegquarding and promoting the human rights of women.

The National Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women has been developed
as a step towards achieving the above vision statement and its underlying requirements.
The implementation of the National Plan will result in measurable progress towards
fulfilling this vision for Myanmar.
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3. Demographic and social characteristics of the agricultural
households

This chapter presents data on demographic and social characteristics of
agricultural households. It includes sex-disaggregated data on household composition,

age, marital status and educational attainments etc.

3.1 Agricultural population

The agricultural population is
composed of male and female members
living in agricultural households. The total FZT‘;.Ie

population living in agricultural

households in the Republic of the Union

of Myanmar was estimated as 25.72 Figure 3.1aDistribution of agricultural population,

million persons. Of this total, males make by sex, Union of Myanmar 2010
up 49 percent and females 51 percent Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD,
(Figure 3.1a). MoAl

Ina few states such as Kachin, Kayah, Shan (East) and Shan (South) the female
agricultural population was slightly less than that of the male population. In other
regions/states such as Mon, Mandalay, Sagaing and Magway, the female agricultural
population was higher than the male agricultural population by 8 percent to 10 percent
(Figure 3.1b).
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Figure 3.1b Total population/members of households with agricultural holdings,
by sex of members, by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

Nationwide, 86.8 percent of the agricultural population lived in male-headed
households whereas only 13.2 percent lived in female-headed households. Such a
contrast was starker in Shan (East) than in other regions/states (Figure 3.2).

400

Percentage

w Male

Female

Figure 3.2 Percentage of agricultural population/members, by sex of members,
by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

About four out of five agricultural household members were aged 10 years old to
59 years old. Of these, those belonging to age group 10 to 19 years comprised the
biggest number of about 5.3 million. The median age of these agricultural household
members was 21 years old. The median age showed that half of the agricultural

household population was composed of young people.
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It can be seen also in Table 3.1 that 34.81 percent of the total male population in
the agricultural households were less than 20 years old, which is higher by 2.07
percentage points than the younger female populations in the same age group. In
contrast, the elderly female populations in the agricultural households exceeded slightly
the elderly male populations by 0.68 percentage point.

Table 3.1 Number and percentage of population/members in the households with agricultural
holdings, by age and sex of household populations/members, Union of Myanmar 2010

Male Female All Members
Age Group Number % Number — % Number - - Yo

Less than 10 years old 1,709,597 13.61 1,683,150 12.79 3,392,747 13.19
10 - 19 years old 2,663,464/ 21.20 2,624,786 19.95 5,288,250 20.56
|20 - 29 years old ms.ewl 18.55 &364.66_2' 17.97 4,694,578 18.25 |
30 - 39 years old 1,808,664] 14.41 1,978,978 15.04 3,788,642 14.73
40 - 49 years old 1.623.062' 12.92 1.830,926| 13.91 3,453,088| 13.43
150 - 59 years old 1,302,920 10.37 1,412,825 10.74 2,715,745 10.56
|50 years old and over 1.1@373| 8.94 1,264,587 9.61 2,386,960 9.28 |

Il Age Groups 12,560,905| 100.00 13,159,912 100.00 25,720,907 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

As reflected also in Table 3.1, there were more younger men than younger
women under the ages of 29 years old and less in the agricultural households whereas
there were more females than males aged 30 years old and over. However, when the
median age was computed, half of the male population in the agricultural households
was about 22 years old, which was higher by one year than the national median age. In
contrast to this, the median age of the females was 20 years old, one year less than the
national median age.

The agricultural household populations/members consisted of 23 percent age
14 years old and over, 68 percent working age (15 to 59 years old), and 2 percent 60 years
old and over. The dependency ratio for all heads was 47.76 percent.The percentage of
male population/members in the male-headed households was higher than the
percentage of female population/members in the age groups 19 years old and less and
40-59 vyears old. However, the percentage of the agricultural female
population/members aged 20-39 years old surpassed that of their male counterparts in
these same age groups. The dependency ratio of the population in male-headed
households (47.84 percent) was slightly higher than the dependency ratio of female-
headed households (47.26 percent). Dependency ratio is the ratio of the number of
people 14 years old and younger and 60 years old and older to the number of people of
working age (15-59 years old) (Figure 3.3).
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Figure 3.3 Percentage of agricultural population, by age of the population/members and
sex of household head, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

There has been no census of population in the Union of Myanmar since
1983; therefore there was no appropriate data to construct a population pyramid for the
country. On the one hand, the majority of the populationin the Union of Myanmar still
resides inrural areas where they work in agriculture and comprise almost 61.2 percent of
the total labour force. Therefore, it was considered necessary to construct a population
pyramid based on the MCA 2010 agricultural population to determine the distribution of
the population according to the age of men and women members of the agricultural
households. However, the agricultural population pyramid (Figure 3.4) showed that the
birth rate seemed to drop in Myanmar as shown by the smaller percentage of the
population under ten years old. In the coming two or more decades the labour force

population in the country’s agricultural sector is expected to decrease.

60 years and over .. Female
50 to 59 m hiake
s
o 40to 49 I
g J
Q 30to 39
<
20t0 29 |
10to 19
Under 10 years ‘
15 10 5 0] 5 10 15
Percent

Figure 3.4 Agricultural population pyramid of Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
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3.2 Sexratio

Overall the sex ratio of the agricultural population in Myanmar was 95.45. For
rural areas, it was 95.44. However, in urban areas the sex ratio of the agricultural
population slightly increased to 95.52. The census data in Figure 3.5 showed that the
highest sex ratio at the region/state level was Shan (East)(102.77 males per 100 females)
and Kayah (102.53 males per100 females). Close to these were the sex ratios of Shan
(South) (100.94 males per 100 females) and Kachin(101.27 males per 100 females).The
sex ratios of Mon (90.74 males per 100 females) and Mandalay (90.98 males per 100

females) were the lowest among the twelve regions/states.

104
102

100 |
o8 | A
96 { k ‘
94
92
90
88
86
84
&\Q

-
<&
=
=

Figure 3.5 Sex ratios of agricultural population, by regions and states, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

3.3 Agricultural households

The MCA 2010 Supplementary
Module data showed that of the total
5.4 million households with agricultural
holdings, 15.06 percent (816, 000) are
headed by women and 84.95 percent
(4.6 million) are headed by men. Among
the female heads, about 53.8 percent
belonged to the age group of 60 years
and over representing 8.10 percent
of the total agricultural household heads
in the country. These female heads may
not be the real main heads but it is
possible that because they were the
eldest member they were considered the
head of their household.Table 3.3 shows

also the distribution of the household
heads by age group.

Figure 3.6 Percentage of head of households
with agricultural holdings, by sex of
the household head,

Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module,

SLRD, MoAl
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Table 3.2 Number and percentage of heads in the households with agricultural holdings, by age
and sex of household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010

Age Group Male Heads Female Heads All Heads
Nurnber % Number % Number %
|Less Than 30 years old 171,328 3.72 6,064 0.74 177,392 3.27
30 - 39 years old 842,750 18.30 32,040 3.3 874,790 16.14|
40 - 49 years old 1,312,634 28.51 116,489| 14.28 1,420,123 28.37
150 - 59 years old 1,216,848 26.43 222,296| 27.25 1,439,144 26.55
IGU years old and over 1,060,516 23.03 438.793| 53.79 1,499,300 27.66
ITOTAL 4,604,075 100.00 815.685| 100.00 5,419,760 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

3.4 Marital status

The total population 16 years old and over made up about 87 percent of the total
agricultural household population. Of this group, 48.7 percent were married,
45.1 percent had never been married and 5.7 percent were widows or widowers.

The proportion of the never married male population as well as those married was
higher by an average of 2.3 percentage points than their female counterparts. In
contrast, a smaller percentage of the male population had a spouse who had passed
away (3.34 percent) compared to 7.87 percent for females. The percentage of the male
and female population who were divorced/separated was less than 1 percent, though
the figure for the latter was slightly higher than that for the former (Table 3.3).

Table 3.3 Total number of people/members 16 years old and over, by sex and marital status,

Union of Myanmar 2010
; Male Female All Members
Maral St Number % Number % Number %
|Never mamied/Single 5,026,096 46.32 5,036,591 43.89 10,062,687 4507
{Maried 5,412,2M1 49.88 5,460,385 47.58) 10,872,586 48.69
Widowed 362,601 3.34 902,815 7.87 1,265,416 5.67
Divorced! Separated 47,169 0.43 71,803 0.63 118,972 0.53
Other marital status 3,338 0.03 5,171 0.05 8,509 0.04
Total 10,851,403 100.00 11,476,761 100.00 22,328,164 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The majority (79.34 percent) of household heads were married. However,
91.97 percent of male heads were married and only 8.04 percent of female heads were
married. This was attributable to the widowhood of about 80 percent of the total female
heads. In addition to this, 10 percent of the female heads were not married or had never
been married compared to only 1.63 percent of male heads (Figure 3.7).
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Figure 3.7 Percentage of heads, by marital status of agricultural household heads,
Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The highest proportion (95.24 percent) of married male heads was reported from
Rakhine and the lowest (90.94 percent) was from Sagaing.There was no significant
difference in the proportion of married female household heads among the

regions/states (Figure 3.8a).

Figure 3.8a Proportions of married male agricultural household heads,
by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

However, the highest proportion of female heads who were widowed was found
in Shan(North) at 87.24 percent. Other regions/states with more than 80 percent of their
female heads reported as widowed were Rakhine (85.9 percent), Kayah (85.0 percent),
Kachin (82. 6 percent), Shan (East) (82,4 percent), Yangon (81.3 percent), Bago (West)
(81.2 percent), Sagaing (81.2 percent) and Shan (South) (80.9 percent). These
percentages of widowed female heads in the nine regions/states were even higher than
the computed national percentage.Hence, it could be deduced that the main reason for
female headship was widowhood. Divorce could be another reason for female headship

but it was not common in Myanmar (Figure 3.8b).
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Figure 3.8b Proportions of widowed female agricultural household heads,
by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

3.5 Household size

The national average household size for agricultural households is 4.75
members.The male-headed households are slightly larger (4.85 members) than the
national average and the female-headed households have an average of 4.16 members
(as shown in Table 3.4).

Table 3.4 Size of agricultural households, Union of Myanmar 2010

Indicator Male-headed Female-headed All households
Total population 22330162 3390 745 25 720 907
Agricultural households 4 604 075 815 685 5419 760
Household size 4.85 4.16 4.75

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

At the regional level, the household size ranged from 3.6 members Bago (West)
to 5.5 members (Kachin). For male-headed households, it ranged from 3.6 members
Bago (West) to 5.6 (Kachin and Chin). For female-headed households the range
was from 3.3 Bago (West)to 4.8 (Kachin and Rakhine) as presented in Figure 3.9. The
difference in household size at national level between male-headed and female-headed
households is 0.69 or approximately one member. The reason might be attributed to the
absence of male heads in female-headed households. However, other factors are likely
to be important.
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Figure 3.9 Average size of the male-headed and female-headed households,
by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The married agricultural household heads reported larger household sizes than
heads with other marital statuses. The average household size of the married
male-headed was larger by about 1 person than their female counterparts. Likewise, the
average household size of single and widowed male heads was greater than the
average household size of the female heads that were either single or widowed. But the
female heads that were divorced or separated or with other marital status had a larger
average household size compared to the male heads of the same marital status
(Figure 3.10).
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Figure 3.10 Average size, by marital status of the agricultural household head,

Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

3.6 Education

Education and the access and return to agricultural production are related. Lack
of education tends to force the farmers into low productivity. Poorly educated parents
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tend to have poor children, who then are likely to have fewer opportunities for earning
higher incomes.

Education of agricultural household members five years old and over
The MCA 2010 Supplementary Module data revealed that out of 24.4 million
household members five years and over, 90.13 percent had some kind of educational

attainment. Male members comprised 44.41 percent and female members 45.72 percent
of the total.

It was reported that 9.87 percent of the agricultural household members had
never attended school. The female members that had never attended school comprised
10.60 percent of the total female population whereas the corresponding figure for males
was 8.80 percent. About 52.2 percent females and 48.75 percent males had some
primary education. The male and female members who completed primary education
level or some middle education level accounted for 24.6 percent and 20.8 percent of the
total male and female populations, respectively. Similarly, the members who completed
middle education level or had some high school education comprised 8.26 percent of
agricultural household members; among them this comprised 9.1 percent of male
household members and 7.5 percent of female household members. The percentage of
the female members who graduated from high school was about 1.5 percent whereasthe
corresponding figure for males was1.75 percent (Table 3.5).

Table 3.5 Total population/members five years old and over, by sex and education attained of the
agricultural household members, Union of Myanmar 2010

Eduation Attained Male Members Female Members All Members

Number % Number % Number %
Nexer attended school/No grade completed 1,064,680 893 1,347,796 10.76 2412418 9.67
Primary school level 5,809,553 4875 6,536,193 5220 | 12,345,746 50,52
Middle school level 293,286 24,64 2,600,211 0.7 5,536,497 2286
High school level 1,085,587 9.11 934,002 146 2,019,679 8.26
High school graduate 204,627 1.72 183,205 146 367,832 159
College undergraduate 127,507 107 137,747 110 265,254 1.09
College graduate 198,954 167 303,240 242 502,194 205
Post graduate 5,545 0.05 9,63 0.08 15,181 0.06
Other education attained, N.E.C. 484 261 4.06 468,775 374 953,036 3.90
TOTAL 11,916,996 100.00| 12,520,898 10000 | 24437894 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The percentage of the household members that never attended any school in the
female-headed households was higher by 2 percentage points than the members in the
male-headed households who had never attended school. The percentage of members
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in both male-headed and female-headed households with some level of educational
attainment decreased from about 50 percent in primary school to about 2 percent who
finished college.

The percentage of other members of the female-headed households that
attained primary school to college undergraduate was lower than their counterparts in
the male-headed households. However, with regards to college graduates,
postgraduates and other education attained (not elsewhere classified), the percentage
in the female-headed households was slightly higher than the percentage in the male-
headed households (Figure 3.11).
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Figure 3.11 Percentage of household members, by education attainment of members

and by sex of household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

Education of agricultural household heads

The proportion of the female heads (27 percent) that did not attend school was
higher than that of their male counterparts and even higher than the figure for the nation

as a whole.

More than 50 percent of household heads (whether male or female) had
attended primary school. The proportion of male household heads that completed
primary education level or with some middle education level was 16.57 percent. Nine
out of 17regions/states (namely Kachin, Kayah, Chin, Tanintharyi, Bago (East), Bago
(West), Rakhine, Yangon and Ayeyarwady) reported proportions of male heads who
completed primary school higher than the number for the nation as a
whole, whereas 6.31 percent of the female household heads had finished primary
school. Reading and writing skills of the agricultural household heads were essential
tools for the economic development of the rural areas. To obtain these skills every
agricultural household head should have been completed at least the primary education.
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According to the census data the completion rate for the primary education level among
agricultural household heads was quite still low.

About 1.23 percent of the total number of female household heads reached high
school education level or completed middle school education whereas 4.13 percent of
male heads had same educational attainment. Less than 1 percent of male and
female household heads graduated from high school. The percentage of female heads
that reached and completed college was almost half that of male heads. However, the
women heads of households exceeded the percentage of men heads of households in
terms of other education attainment such as vocational or technology courses (not

elsewhere classified) (Figure 3.12).
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Figure 3.12 Percentage of household members, by education attainment of members
and by sex of heads, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

This implied that male heads were more educated than female heads in terms of
formal education. However, a higher percentage of females attained other education
than their male counterparts. Figure 3.11 also implies that the proportion of male heads
and that of female heads attaining higher education level decreased. This could be

attributed to poverty prevailing in the agricultural sector specifically in the rural areas.

3.7 Active agricultural population

The active agricultural population (presumed agricultural workforce) in Myanmar
refers to the population that has reached ten years old and higher residing in agricultural
households.The active agricultural population in 2010 included a total of 22.3 million
persons or 86.81 percent of the total agricultural population. Women comprised
51.4 percent (11.5 million) of the total population and men 48.6 percent (10.9 million)
(Table 3.6).
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Table 3.6 Total number of active population/member in agricultural households,
by sex and age group, Union of Myanmar 2010

Male members Female members All members
Age group
Number % Number % Number %

10-19 2,663,464 | 24.54 | 2,624,786 | 22.87 | 5,288,250 23.69

20-29 2,329,916 | 21.47 | 2,364,662 | 20.60| 4,694,578 21.03

3039 1,809,664 | 16.68 | 1,978978 | 17.24| 3,788,642 16.97

40-49 1,623,062 | 1496 | 1,830,926 | 15.95| 3,453,988 15.47

50-59 1,302,920 | 12.01 | 1,412,825 | 12.31| 2,715,745 12.16

60> 1,122,373 | 10.34 | 1,264,587 | 11.02| 2,386,960 10.69
All ages 10,851,399 | 100.00 | 11,476,764 | 100.00 | 22,328,163 | 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

This corresponded to 4.12 active members per agricultural household. Male-
headed agricultural households at national level had an average of 4.19 active members
or 86.41 percent of the total male population is presumed active. Female-headed
households had less active household members with an averageof 3.72 because of the
absence of a male head. It comprised 89.47 percent of the total female population.
Across the regions/states, the highest average number of working population was in
Kachin state at 4.58 per agricultural household, which could be attributed to the
presence of jade-related economic activities. Because of these activities, the highest
averages of 4.64 and 4.22 active members from the male-headed households and
female-headed households, respectively, could be seen working in Kachin. In contrast,
Bago (West) reported the lowest averages of 3.28 and 3.08 active populations from the
agricultural households headed by males and females, respectively (Figure 3.13a and
Figure 3.13b).
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Figure 3.13a Percentage of active members in male-headed agricultural households, by

region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD,MoAl
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Figure 3.13b Percentage of active members in female-headed agricultural households, by

region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD,MoAl
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4. Gender-based access to productive resources

This chapter presents the sex-disaggregated data on access to productive
resources for male and female-headed households. It also includes gender statistics

related to farm labour, employed labour and land.

4.1 Agricultural holding labour

Household labour

Agricultural household labour comprised the economic activities of the household
head and his/her household members (either male or female members) aged ten years
old and above during the past twelve-month reference period. The economic activities
could be in agricultural production and related activities. Both male-headed and female-
headed agricultural households relied on the household labour force. In order to evaluate
the household labour the activities of the household members were analysed as
described in the succeeding paragraphs.

The total number of members of the households who had worked at any time in
the past twelve months before the census enumeration was more than 18.09 million or
70.35 percent of the total agricultural household population. Of the total workforce,
92.8 percent of the population worked in their own agricultural holdings and nearly 20 percent
worked on someone else’s household agricultural holdings. Forestry related activities
and non-agricultural activities were the other economic activities engaged in by the
household workforce. A small percentage of the workforce was engaged in fisheries
activities since this was a secondary economic activity of most members of the

agricultural households (Figure 4.1).
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Figure 4.1 Percentage of working population in the agricultural households, by sex of
members and by economic activities, by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
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At the household head level, 86.5 percent of the total workforce came from the
male-headed households and the rest from the female-headed households.The
percentage of population working intheir own agricultural holding was almost the same
for male-headed households (92.81 percent) and female-headed households (92.75
percent) as well as the percentage of those household members working in someone
else’s agricultural holdings (19.25 percent for male-headed and 19.31 percent for
female-headed households). More members of the male-headed households engaged
in forestry related activities (13.06 percent) compared to female-headed
household members(11.25 percent). In contrast, more members from female-headed
household (12.31 percent) worked in non-agricultural activities than members from
male-headed households (11.47 percent).Further more,very few members from both
types of households were engaged in fishing and aquaculture (Table 4.1).

Table 4.1 Total population/members ten years old and over of agricultural households that worked
in 2010, by sex of the household heads and by economic activities, Union of Myanmar 2010

Male- Female-
All
Total population worked headed % headed % %
households
households households

Worked in own agricultural
14,525,745 92.81| 2,265,966 | 92.75| 1,679,111 92.80
holding

Worked in other agricultural
3,012,534 | 19.25 471,645 159.31 | 3,484,179 19.26

holding

Engaged in fishing/aquaculture 292,385 1.87 27,153 141 319,539 1.77

Worked in forestry-related
2,044,045 13.06 292019 1195 | 2,336,063| 1291
activities

Worked in non-

agricultural/fishing/forestry 1,795,334 | 11.47 300,795 12.31 | 2,096,129| 11.58
industry
TOTAL 15,651,301 | 100.00| 2,443,106 | 100.00 | 18,094,407 | 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

About 90 percent of the household heads reported engaging in economic
activities whereas 10 percent were not engaged in any economic activities. The
proportion of male heads engaged in economic activities was much higher than the
proportion of female heads engaged in economic activities (Figure 4.2).
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Figure 4.2 Percentage of agricultural household heads engaged or not engaged in
economic activities, by sex of heads, by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

Of the total household heads engaged in economic activities, 96.47 percent of
these heads worked on their own agricultural holdings whereas 23.7 percent workedin
forestry-related activities. Working in someone else’s holdings as a paid worker was the
third most important economic activity of the household heads. Some household heads
worked in non-agricultural/fishing/forestry industries such as manufacturing, transport,
hotel/restaurant businesses. Fishing and aquaculture was the least important economic
activity for the agricultural household heads (Table 4.2). Among the household heads
not engaged in any economic activities in the last twelve months, these were probably the
older members of the households that were traditionally and respectfully acknowledged
by their families as the household heads.

Table 4.2 Number and percentage of heads in the agricultural households with no economic activity,
by sex of the household heads and by economic activities, Union of Myanmar 2010

o Male Heads Female Heads All Heads
Economic Activities Number " Number " Number "
Worked in own agricultural holding 4,163,473 96.58 540,396 95.67 | 4,703,869 96.47
Worked in other agricultural holding 748,186 17.36 79,964 14.16 628,150 16.98
Engaged in fishing/ aquaculture 155,073 3.60 1,615 0.29 156,687 3.2
Worked in forestry-related activities 1,075,621 24.95 80,031 1447 | 1,155,652 2.70
Worked in non-agricultural/ fishing/forestry industry 404,832 9.39 56,415 9.99 461,247 9.46
With Economic Activity 4,310,925 93.63 564,878 69.25| 4,875,803 89.96
No Economic Activity 293,150 6.37 250,807 30.75 543,957 10.04

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
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It can be seen in Table 4.2 that an equal high percentage of male and female
household heads worked in their own agricultural holdings (96.58 percent and 95.67
percent, respectively). However,a greater proportion of male household heads worked in
someone else’s agricultural holdings (17.36 percent) and in forestry-related activities
(24.95 percent) than their female counterparts (14.16 percent and 14.17 percent,
respectively).About 3.6 percent of male household heads engaged in economic
activities were engaged in fishing activities. The percentage of working female heads
was slightly higher than that of the male heads in non-agricultural/fishing/forestry

activities by 0.60 percentage point.

Involvement in own agricultural holdings

There were several activities of the economically active household members
engaged in their own agricultural household. Caring for the crops was the most common
work for the agricultural populations/household members, followed by harvesting,
picking and threshing crops and planting/transplanting. More than three-fourths of the
agricultural population participated in these activities. Almost nine out of ten male
members and fourout of five female members were engaged in the care of crops and/
oran almost equal percentage of male and female members harvested/picked/threshed
crops (between 80.69 percentage and 78.66 percent) and/or planted/transplanted crops
(between 76.71 percent and 74.06 percent) in their own agricultural holdings.In all these
activities, the percentage of male members was higher than that of the female
members. In addition to these, the proportion of male members involved in land
preparation was four times that of female members. Even in the care of livestock/
poultry, the percentage of male members was higher by almost 8 percentage points.
The female agricultural population surpassed their male counterparts in marketing of
produce (by 3 percentage points) and in other activities (by 2 percentage points). Less
than 1 percent of male and female members undertook no activities in their own

agricultural holding (Table 4.3).
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Table 4.3 Number and percentage of the agricultural household population engaged in own holding,
by sex of the household members and by activities on own holdings, Union of Myanmar 2010

o . . Male Members Female Members All Members
Activities in Own Agricultural Holdings —— % —— % rm—— %
Land Preparation 6,692,434 78.89 1,815,420 21.85 8,507,854 50.67
Planting/ Transplanting 6,507,978 76.71 6,153,332 74.06 | 12,661,310 75.40
Care of Crops 7,212,667 85.02 6,613,142 79.60 | 13,825,809 82.34
Hanesting/ Picking/ Threshing 6,844,955 80.69 6,534,969 78.66 13,379,924 79.68
Marketing of Produce 3,872,968 45.65 4,042,894 48.66 7,915,862 47.14
Care of Livestock/ Poultry 4,109,374 48.44 3,395,666 40.87 7,505,040 44.69
Fishing on the holding 147,940 1.74 12,101 0.15 160,041 0.95
Other involvement in the agricultural holding 411,001 4.84 549,241 6.61 960,242 5.72
No Report 452 0.01 688 0.01 1,140 0.01
TOTAL 8,483,475 100.00 8,308,236 100.00 | 16,791,711 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

In terms of household headship, the percentages of members residing in both
male-headed and female-headed households that were engaged in harvesting/picking
threshing crops as well as planting/transplanting crops were very similar. The percentage
of members in male-headed households surpassed the percentage of members in the
female-headed households by about 4 percentage points in terms of preparing the
agricultural lands, whereas the percentage of members in households with female
heads was higher than that of members in households with male heads by 4 percentage
points in terms of marketing the crops produced in their agricultural holdings. In terms of
care of crops, the proportion of members in the female-headed households was higher
by 1.28 percentage points over their counterparts in the male-headed households. In
contrast to this, the percentage of members in the male-headed households was greater
than that of their counterparts in the female-headed household in terms of the care of

livestock/poultry with the difference being 2.21 percentage points.
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Figure 4.3 Percentage of agricultural household members engaged in own agricultural holding,
by sex of heads and activities in own holding, by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
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The household heads led in providing income to their members. They also took
responsibility for undertaking the different tasks in the agricultural holdings, whether they
were the holders or providing support to the holders. More than 80 percent of the
household heads were involved in land preparation, care of crops and harvesting,
picking, threshing. Such activities composed the bulk of the work inside the agricultural
holdings.

The percentage of women heads only surpassed their male head counterparts in
the marketing of produced crops (by 6.2 percentage points) and other involvement in the
agricultural holding (by 1.26 percentage points). The general activities of female heads
in the agricultural holdings were care of crops (83.66 percent), harvesting, picking and
threshing (71.44 percent), planting and transplanting (67.77 percent), marketing of
produce (64.26 percent), care of livestock and pouliry (41.35 percent) and land
preparation (33.91 percent) (Figure 4.4).

For male household heads, care of crops was the most important activity, in
which 88.17 percent were engaged.The next two activities commonly undertaken by the
male heads were land preparation (87.36 percent) and harvesting, picking and
threshing, (81.72 percent). The male household heads also engaged in planting and
transplanting (78.61 percent), marketing of produce (81.72 percent) and care of
livestock and poultry (52.26 percent).
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Figure 4.4 Percentage of agricultural household heads engaged in own agricultural holding,
by sex of heads and activities in own holding, by region/state, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

214




4.2 Agricultural land

Ninety percent of agricultural households in Myanmar had access to agriculture
land. For male-headed households, the figure was about 98 percent whereas for

female-headed households, it was about 61 percent (Table 4.4).

Table 4.4 Number of households with crop holdings, by sex of household head,

Union of Myanmar 2010
Number of
Total number of % of households
Type of household households with
households with crop holdings
crop holdings
Male-headed 4,604,072 4,489,986 97.52
Female-headed 815,685 496,701 60.89
All households 5,419,757 4,986,687 92.01

Source: Myanmar Census of Agriculture 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The inequality between the male-headed and female-headed households could
be seen starkly in the size of the agricultural land area accessed by these households.
Indeed the proportion of the male-headed households increased as the size of the crop

holdings increased (Table 4.5).
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Table 4.5 Total number of agricultural holdings and land area, number of parcels and average area,
by sex of the household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010

Average
Number of Area of Average
Number | area per
Area crop % holding area per
of parcels | parcel
holdings {acres) holding
acres)
All households
T R——— 247,584 | 496 | 111,711.05 0.45| 257471 0.43
1 acre and under 1,345,024 | 26.97 | 2,338,996.04 1.74 | 1,598,600 1.46
3 acres
3 acres and under 1,102,363 | 22.11 | 3,959,043.18 3.59 | 1,580,935 2.50
5 acres
> acres and under 1,336,222 | 26.80 | 8,805,156.43 6.59 | 2,209,899 3.98
10 acres
10 acres and under 727,458 | 1459 | 9,488,066.19|  13.04 | 1,405,431 575

20 acres

20 acres and under 212,246 | 4.26 | 5,750,601.72 27.09 | 474,021 12.13

50 acres
S—— 15789 | 0.32 116,1824 7358 | 35,245 32.96
A —— 4,986,687 | 100.00 | 31,615,399.46 6.34 | 7,561,600 418
Male-headed
household
Under 1 acre 207,669 | 4.63 94,296.66 0.45 | 215,892 0.44
Liagresnd doder 1,185,462 | 26.40 | 2,070,791.07 1.75 | 1,410,327 1.47
3 acres
3 acres and under

997,587 | 22.22 | 3,583,409.63 3,59 | 1,432,560 2.50
5 acres
S E eI D 1,219,937 | 27.17 | 8,045,858.13 6.60 | 2,019,904 3.98
10 acres
AUErEs ANt UndEr 666,953 | 14.85 | 8707,670.11 13.06 | 1,287,976 6.76

20 acres

20 acres and under 197,420 | 4.40 | 5,356,667.35 27.13 | 440,948 12.15

50 acres

Efacresand over 14,956 0.33 | 1,102,686.69 73.73 33,258 33.16
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Male-headed total 4,489,986 | 100.00 | 28,961,379.66 6.45 | 6,840,865 4,23
Female-headed
households
Under 1 acre 39,916 8.04 17,414.39 0.44 41,580 0.42
1 acre and under
159,562 | 32.12 268,204.97 1.68 188,272 1.42
3 acres
3 acres and under
104,776 | 21.09 375,633.55 3.59 148,374 2.53
5 acres
5 acres and under
116,285 | 23.41 759,298.29 6.53 189,995 4.00
10 acres
10 acres and under
60,505 | 12.18 780,396.06 12.90 117,455 6.64
20 acres
20 acres and under
14,825 2.98 393,934.37 26.57 33,073 11.91
50 acres
50 acres and over 833 0.17 59,138.14 70.99 1,987 29.76
Female-headed total 496,701 | 100.00 2,654,019.78 5.34 720,735 3.68
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
The proportion of male-headed
households with agricultural lands of
50 acres and over was higher by 0.16
] Female-headed male-headed
percentage points than that of the female- agricultural agricultural
Gome ; h holds, h holds,
headed households. Such a finding is OU??,: - ouzz: 8

supported by the average area per holding
of the male-headed households, which was
6.45 acres per holding compared to
5.34 acres per holding for female-headed

households.

Figure 4.5 Agricultural land areas per agricultural
household, by sex of household head,
Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module,
SLRD, MoAl

Furthermore, the average area of parcels inside the agricultural holdings of the

female-headed households was 3.68 acres whereas it was 4.23 acres for male-headed

households. Note that the average area per holding and average area of parcels per

holding of the male-headed households were even higher than the national averages for

these variables.
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4.3 Access to irrigation

This section provides information on the kind of technologies the female-headed
and male-headed agricultural households used to improve their agricultural activities.
Several technologies were supplied to boost such activities, specifically crop production.
In the past, agricultural households had used traditional farming technologies but now
they have been introduced to improved technologies, e.g. the use of an improved
irrigation system,to give them greater benefits.

At the national level, the percentage of female-headed households that reported
using irrigation in the agricultural holdings was slightly higher than that of male-headed
households. However when the average irrigated parcel area was computed, the male-
headed households reported an average of 0.77 acre against the average irrigated
parcel area of the female-headed households, which was 0.67 acre. Even in the use of
irrigation facilities, women heads had the least access as shown by the average
0.10 acre gap of irrigated parcel between the two types of households (Figure 4.6).

35,000,000.00
= Physical Area
30,000,000.00
Area Irrigated
25,000,000.00
20,000,000.00
15,000,000.00
10,000,000.00
5,000,000.00 -
: bk 4
All Households Male-Headed Households Female-Headed
Households

Figure 4.6 Physical area and area irrigated of the agricultural households,
by sex of the household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl
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5. Livelihood strategies

This chapter presents the livelihood strategies or the different economic activities
undertaken by the male-headed and female-headed agricultural households. In
particular, this chapter focuses on crop production, livestock and poultry production,

fisheries, forestry and off-farm employment.

5.1 Crop holders

In Myanmar, the agricultural householdsand holdings are assumed to be in one-
to-one correspondence. According to the census data, 92.01 percent of the agricultural
household heads were reported to be the crop holders. About 76 percent of the crop
holders belonged to the age group 30-59 years old (Figure 5.1).

70 years old and over Total Crop Holder
4 Female|Crop Holder

i Male Crop Holder

60 - 69 years old

50 - 59 years old

40 - 49 years old
30 - 39 years old

Less than 30 years old

Percent 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Figure 5.1 Percentage of crop holders, by sex and age group, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

The modal age of the male crop holders was between 40 and 49 years old
whereas that of the female crop holders ranged from 50 to 59. The median age of the
male crop holders was 47 years old and the female crop holders were 53 years old.
Based on the modal and median ages of these holders, the male crop holders were
younger than the female crop holders by at least six years (Table 5.1).
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Table 5.1 Total number of crop holders, by age and sex of the holder, Union of Myanmar 2010

Female
Age Male holder % % Total holder %
holder
Less than 30 years old 335,961 7.48 22,605 4.55 358,565 7.19
30-39 years old 1,012,307 | 22.55 61,116 | 12.30 1,073,423 | 21.53
40-49 years old 1,335,425 | 29.74 121,944 | 24.55 1,457,371 | 29.23
50-59 years old 1,124,452 | 25.04 151,328 | 30.47 1,275,780 | 25.58
6069 years old 510,975 | 11.38 95,678 | 19.26 606,653 | 12.17
70 years old and over 170,876 3.81 44,031 8.86 214,906 431
Total crop holders 4,489,996 | 100.00 496,701 | 100.00 4,986,697 | 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

5.2 Livestock and poultry holders

In 2010, 4.31 million households were engaged in keeping and/or breeding

livestock and/or poultry. Like the crop holders, 77 percent of the livestock holders were

in the age group 40-59 years old (Figure 5.2).

35.00

= Male Holder

30.00

w Female holder

Total holder

25.00

20.00

15.00

10.00
5.00 :.J
0.00 -

Less than 30 years old 30-39yearsold 40 - 49 years old

50 - 59 years old

60- 69 years old 70 years old and over

Figure 5.2 Percentage of livestock/poultry holders, by sex and age group, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module SLRD, MoAl

The livestock/poultry male holders were younger than their female counterparts

by five years.The latter had a median age of 46 years old and the former 51 years old

(Table 5.2).
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Table 5.2 Total number of livestock holders, by age and sex of the holders, Union of Myanmar 2010

Age of holder Male holder % Female holder| % Total holder %
Less than 30 years old 313,299 8.03 28,526 7.03 341,825 7.94
30-39 years old 893,824 22.92 59,241 14.60 953,065 | 22.13
40-49 years old 1,164,512 29.86 102,529 25.26 | 1,267,041 | 29.42
50-59 years old 962,671 24.68 116,348 28.67 | 1,079,019 | 25.06
60—69 years old 431,475 11.06 70,002 1725 501,477 11.65
70 years old and over 134,711 3.45 29,183 7.19 163,894 3.81
Total livestock holders 3,900,492 | 100.00 405,829 | 100.00 | 4,306,321 | 100.00

Source: MCA 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

5.3 Fisheries

Fishing was an important economic activity undertaken by the agricultural
households during the past 12 months as it was a source of household food. Almost
5.08 percent of the total agricultural households were engaged in fishing in 2010. More than
80 percent of the households engaged in fishing for home consumption whereas the rest
sold their catch. Both male-headed and female-headed households engaged in fishing
activities in equal proportions, whether the purpose was for home consumption or for sale
(Figure 5.3). But a higher proportion of male-headed households sold their catch

compared to female-headed households.

s = Male-headed
80
households
70
Female-headed
60 households
50
40
30
20
10 L
0 - e . - .
Mainly for home consumption Mainly for sale

Figure 5.3 Percentage of households engaged in fishing, by sex of household heads,
Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: Myanmar Census of Agriculture 2010 Supplementary Module,SLRD, MoAl
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54 Forestry

The forests provided not only materials for shelter but also food for home
consumption. The census results revealed that nearly allagricultural households
engaged in some forestry-related activities in 2010. Gathering firewood/cutting bamboo
was the most common activity for the male-headed and female-headed agricultural
households. Gathering wild fruits/ffood and gathering candlenuts, coconuts, etc. were
the other forest-related activities of the male-headed and female-headed households
(Table 5.3).

Table 5.3 Number and percentage of agricultural households engaged in forestry related activities,
by sex of the household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010

Male Female Total
Activities headed % headed % |, °: . %
household household M
Gathering firewood/
_ 1,373,066 | 98.75 | 207,568 | 98.71 | 1,580,634 | 98.74

Cutting bamboo
CHSHIEat SanREbsaw i 19834 | 1.43 2,173 1.03 22,007 1.38
sawmill timber
Gatheri dlenuts,

athering canclentits 60211 | 433 8,468 4.03 68,679 4.29
COCOI’IUtS, etc.
Gathering wild fruits/food | 120,719 | 868 | 19,425 9.24 140,144 8.76
Collecting medicinal plants 7,755 0.56 914 0.43 8,669 0.54
BliinGinE wildlr

AR e 30,241 | 2.17 1,765 0.84 32,006 2.00
animals
Other forestry-related

\er forestry-relate 76,135 | 548 | 10391 | 4.94 86,526 5.41

activities
TOTAL 1,390,481 | 100.00 | 210,286 | 100.00 | 1,600,767 | 100.00

Source: Myanmar Census of Agriculture 2010 Supplementary Module,SLRD, MoAl

5.5 Household food consumption

Almost all agricultural households in Myanmar reported on the consumption of
basic food items in MCA 2010. The census data showed that the patterns of consumption
ofthe male-headed and female-headed households with respect to basic food items were
the same. Of the eight basic food groups, the edible nuts group was consumed less than
the other food groups by both types of households. However, a slightly higher proportion
of male-headed households consumed fish and cther seafood (Figure 5.4).
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Fish and other sea food

= Total
Any kind of meat
Any kind of edible nut s
Any kind of fruit =Male
Any kind of vegetable Households
Edible dry bean/pulses

Potato and other root crop
Rice and other cereal

91 82 93 94 85 96 97 98 99 100 101

Figure 5.4 Percentage of agricultural households reporting food consumed, by sex of household
heads, Union of Myanmar 2010
Source: Myanmar Census of Agriculture 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

About 8 percent of the male-headed households and 12 percent of the female-
headed households faced difficulties in accessing basic food. Of these, seven out of
ten male-headed and female-headed households had low crop production because of a
shortage of capital, etc. Two out of five of both types of households could not afford the
higher cost of these basic food items. Another one-third of them reported that they had
limited food budget and/or some of these basic food items listed were seasonal and
unavailable. Difficulty in accessing the basic food items was also because of the illness
and disability of the holder or loss of crops because of heavy rain, etc. (Figure 5.5).

Total Houssholds Reporting

OCther reasons

Unhealthy/Not good to eat more often

Female Headed
Limited food budget due to loss of non-agriculture job E

Male Headed
Very costly and cannot afford to sat mors frequertly

Seasonal food Items; hence, not avallable always In the market

Crop loas due to heavy rain or draught or calamities or attack of
pesat

Low production due to lliness! disablilty of the holder

Low production of such food dus to shortage of capital and less
land area

Percent 0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Figure 5.5 Percentage of agricultural households facing difficulty in accessing basic food, by sex of
household heads, Union of Myanmar 2010

Source: Myanmar Census of Agriculture 2010 Supplementary Module, SLRD, MoAl

More than 0.36 million households had taken steps to solve the problem of food
in accessibility in 2010. More than 50 percent of the male-headed households sent some
of their members to look for other economic activities that would provide them with
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income and/or sold their non-food cash crop or livestock or properties. More than half of
the female-headed households sent some members to look for another source of
income. The second most important way for the female-headed households to combat
food inaccessibility was to sell non-food crops, livestock and property. About 40 percent
of both of these types of households resorted to borrowing food/money on credit. A
small percentage of male-headed (3.4 percent) and female-headed (4.04 percent)

households accepted assistance from charitable institutions.
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6. Conclusions and recommendations

6.1 Gender inequality

This Gender Profile presented a range of sex-disaggregated data in order to
analyse the differences between households in Myanmar's agricultural sector. In
Myanmar, only a small percentage of the rural households were headed by women.
Widowhood was the main reason for the female headship. Overall, female heads had
lower educational attainment than male heads. Furthermore, female-headed households
were smaller in number and subsequently had a smaller labour force than male-headed
households.

The significant source of gender inequality between male-headed and female-
headed households in the agricultural sector was the smaller land size and number of
parcels of the females. The census data show that the average size of land that female-
headed households have access to is almost 17 percent smaller than the land of male-
headed households. Likewise, the proportion of the female-headed households with
access to more than 1 parcel was almost half that of the male-headed households.

6.2 Conclusions and recommendations

Information on the women responsible for the specific agricultural activities and
some of their characteristics were analysed in this paper. However, more information
on gender is still needed for the Myanmar agricultural sector. In this regard, a more
detailed analysis on the gender dimension of the agricultural sector by SLRD or other
related agency or organization will require a follow-up survey to be conducted on the
basis of the frame of the agricultural census but including more data items such as
income, expenditure, literacy, housing condition, and access to improved drinking water.
There is also other information from the MCA 2010 Supplementary Module that could be
further tabulated and analysed with regards to the differences between men and women
in agriculture.
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