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Abstract

 The elaboration of strategic programs for the development of rural areas requires 
rigorous and comprehensive analysis accompanied by an increased demand for data, 
as an inherent support for this work. The objective of this paper is to bring into the 
attention of the academic community the particularities and the main concerns regarding 
the implementation of the 2011 Agricultural Census in the Republic of Serbia, as an 
answer to the endeavors for satisfying the data demands of the bodies involved in the use 
of agricultural statistics for analyzing the emerging issues in agriculture, especially those 
concerning environment and rural development. On the road of accession to European 
Union the role of agricultural statistics in the frame of the European Statistical System 
is a prerequisite for comparable information, indispensable to the implementation of the 

the next agricultural census are the main topics of this paper.
Key words: Rural Development, Harmonized Statistical System, Agricultural Census, 
methodological principles, indicators.
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acquis communautaire
 involves intensive accession 

 chapters.
itself is a chapter

on Statistics Chapter. 

census methodology 

Goals and objectives of an agriculture census

main goals

national agricultural policy conducting the negotiations for the accession of 

main objectives
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4. 

Achieving these objectives will help the statistical institute: 

5. 

Farm structure surveys carried out in the EU – backbone of the European 
agricultural statistical system

Farm Structure Surveys

basic survey 10 years as an exhaustive
Agricultural Census

sample based Farm Structure Surveys. 3 years 

exhaustive
representative sample of agricultural 

holdings

of the Common Agricultural Policy.
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Census particularities 

The census will provide only structural information on 
agricultural holdings but not data on production.

representatives samples

Methodological principles 
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The Census Questionnaire  the Enumerator’s Handbook
questionnaire 

census questionnaire

Enumerator’s handbook

Field data collection 

collected 
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statisticians. 

Statistical unit of observation at agricultural census

 agricultural 
holding technically economically,  

Carries out a production activity from which agricultural products are 1. 
obtained (the list of activities

Rev.2)6 for crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities 

Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 1166/2008. In particular, holdings 
exclusively maintaining agricultural land in good agricultural and environmental 
condition are included in the scope of the census).

 2. a minimal 

production), 

Has a unique management 3. (managed as a single unit and using the same 
production means: labor force, agricultural equipments and buildings, storage 
capacity, etc).

The unique current management 

managed on a 
joint basis
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By unique management of the agricultural holding

Census frame

Census funding

D
. 

External funding 

Conclusions and observations

decision making process 
private public knowledgeable 

decisions
formulation of strategic programs for the development of 

rural areas, 
sector. 
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