
COUNTRY STATISTICAL  
CAPACITY ASSESSMENT  
FRAMEWORK FOR  
AGRICULTURE 

Michael Trant 

FAO Consultant  

High Level Stakeholders Meeting on the Global Strategy 
From Plan to Action 

FAO & WFP Headquarters, 3 - 5 December 2012  

1 



Defining Data Quality and Identifying Indicators for 
Assessing Statistical Capacity 

Data Quality Defined (Carol S. Carson, Statistics Department, 
IMF) 
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“The data and quality dimensions are organized around statistical 
products, and the access and integrity dimensions are organized 
around the agencies preparing the statistical products. The GDDS 
focuses on improving data - both the data product directly and via 
strengthening the producing agencies.”  



The Development of the Statistical Capacity 
Assessment Framework for Agriculture Statistics 

• General Data Dissemination System (GDDS, 1997) 
• Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS, 1996) 
• World Bank Data - Quality Assessment Framework for Statistical 

Systems  
• United Nations Statistical Commission - Statistical Capacity 

Indicators Assessment Framework 
• Eurostat - Statistical Processes Assessment Framework 
• Statistics Canada - Characteristics of an Effective Statistics 

System 
• IMF Assessment Framework for Statistical Systems 
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• Institutional Infrastructure - Prerequisites 
 

• Resources (Financial and  Human)- Inputs 
 
• Statistical Methods and Practices –Processes/Throughput 

 
• Availability of Statistical Information – Outputs 

 

Proposed Indicators and Assessment Criteria for the 
Agriculture Statistics Capacity Assessment Framework 
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Logical Framework of the Global Action Plan and the 
Statistical Capacity Indicators (Country Questionnaire) 

Country Assessment Questionnaire (CAQ) 
Outcome: 
Enable countries to develop sustainable statistical systems for production 
and dissemination of accurate and timely agricultural and rural statistics, 
comparable over time and across countries  

Capacity Indicators  
• Improve the Agriculture Statistics capacity of target countries 
• Increase the proportion of target countries that have integrated 

their agricultural and rural statistics into their NSDS’s or national 
statistical strategies 

• Increase the number of countries that have developed a  
Agriculture Statistics Sector Plans 
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Logical Framework of the Global Action Plan and the  
Statistical Capacity Indicators (In Depth Assessment) 
 

In-Depth Assessment 
• Number of target countries that have agreed a minimum set 

of core data to be produced 
• In-depth Assessment can be used to come up with a more 

reliable estimate of total national budget for agricultural 
statistics 

• Number of target countries with statistical staff having core 
statistical skills and one or more of the advanced skills. 



 

 

Comparison of the FAO Framework for Agriculture 
Statistics Capacity with Other Frameworks 

• Food and Agriculture Organization - Statistical Capacity Assessment 
Framework for Agriculture 

• United Nations Statistical Commission - Statistical Capacity Indicators for 
Statistical Systems Data Quality Assessment Framework NQAF  

• International Monetary Fund - Data Quality Assessment Framework for 
Statistical Systems 

• World Bank - Data Quality Assessment Framework for Statistical Systems 
• Eurostat - Statistical Processes Assessment Framework 
• Statistics Canada - Characteristics of and Effective Statistics System 
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THANK YOU 
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