
BACKGROUND
The objective of the FAO Regional Initiative on improving agri-
food trade and market integration in Europe and Central Asia is 
to support member countries in enhancing the agri-food trade 
policy environment for small and medium-sized agricultural 
and food producers. In pursuit of this goal, the RI-2 believes 
in the necessity of enhancing capacity development both for 
trade agreements and for domestic food safety and quality 
standards as well as creating a supportive environment for 
trade and sustainable value chain development.

The RI2 foresees training of civil servants, agri-food business 
representatives and experts on global trade issues, including 
market access, domestic support measures, technical 
barriers to trade, trade dispute resolution,trade facilitation 
and transparency. The Initiative will develop the evidence 
to support decision makers, agricultural producers and 
researchers through analytical or synthesis reports related to 
agrifood trade. 

OBJECTIVES
Provide a neutral and independent platform for knowledge 
and experience exchange on agricultural trade issues 
affecting Europe and Central Asia;

Enhance the quality and relevance of agricultural trade 
research and strengthen collaboration among experts for 
analysis, capacity development and other initiatives in the  
region;

Strengthen the capacities to provide technical advice and 
policy recommendations to governments and the private 
sector; 

Improve communication and information sharing on trade 
policy issues with the wider community.
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES
A consolidated expert community actively involved in 
addressing the challenges associated with the promotion 
of agricultural trade in Europe and Central Asia

Improved quality of agricultural trade policy research and 
advisory services to governments on trade agreements 
and agricultural trade policy

Private sector and civil society more informed about the 
implications of trade policy changes on agriculture and 
engaged more effectively in dialogue with governments on 
agricultural trade issues 

ACTIVITIES
Workshops, seminars, conferences, online training courses, 
publications, technical assistance, exchanges among 
researchers and experts as well as support to public-private 
dialogue on directions of agricultural trade policy.

NETWORK PARTICIPANTS
Today, the group includes 38 experts from leading academic 
institutions, government agencies and the private sector from 
most of the countries in the former Soviet Union as well as 
some EU countries.

MAIN ACTIVITIES DURING  
2016 AND 2017

Annual Meetings 
 
Annual Meetings of the Agricultural Trade Policy Network 
in Europe and Central Asia  
Samarkand, Uzbekistan 
1-4 November 2016 
 
Tbilisi, Georgia 
4-5 October 2017 

  Workshop & Round Tables
 
Resolving agricultural trade issues through the WTO 
Kiev, Ukraine 
7 June 2017 

The agrifood export promotion strategies in the post-
Soviet countries 
Moscow, Russian Federation 
5 September 2017

Expert Round Table “Best practices in export promotion: 
Experiences in Latin America, Europe and Central Asia” 
Halle, Germany 
24-25 May 2016

E-LEARNING COURSES
FAO-UNITAR E-learning course Resolving Agricultural Trade 
Issues through International and Regional Trade-related 
Agreements in the CIS region 
4-28 April 2016

FAO-UNITAR E-learning course Ensuring Agricultural Trade 
Policy Transparency in the post-Soviet countries  
19 September-14 October 2016

FAO-UNITAR E-learning course on WTO accession issues in 
agriculture 
05-30 June 2017 | 5-29 September 2017

PUBLICATIONS
Review of Agricultural Trade Policies in former Soviet Union 
countries

The annual publication contains an analysis of recent 
changes in agricultural trade and trade policies of the 
post-Soviet countries. Each of the twelve country chapters 
includes a short overview of the country’s agricultural 
sector, an assessment of recent developments in 
agricultural trade, information on the structure of exports 
and imports of food, and an overview of the main trade 
policy measures in agriculture

Monthly Newsletter “Overview of trade policy Europe and 
Central Asia”

The Newsletter covers agricultural trade policy changes 
in the region, such as various trade measures and trade 
agreements, and includes trade statistics and articles by 
experts on pressing issues in their countries

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Related links
http://www.fao.org/europe/regional-perspectives/iatmi/en/ 

www.fao.org/economic/cistrade 


