
National component of the strategy 

Objective: rapid and strong decline of the RPW in view of its containment and eradication  

1) Action Plan for Improved National RPW-IPM Strategy 



General scheme of the Integrated strategy 



Multidisciplinary approach 

ω Only plant protection experts or entomologists have been involved in the 
RPW management. The socio-economic component of the problem has not 
been or poorly taken into consideration although it is essential. 

   
ω To  elaborate and implement measures for the involvement of the farmers, a 

multidisciplinary approach, with the participation of agro-economists, 
sociologists, extension experts are necessary.  



Frequent 
inspection for early 

detection  

   Mass/monitoring 
trapping 

      In case of detection of  
a new infested palm  

Immediate sanitation of  the 
infested palm 

For palms movement 
Implementation of the 
quarantine  regulation 

New delimitation of the infested 
zone 

Short duration 
preventive treatments 
and  implementation 
agronomic practices 

Immediate warning of all the 
farmers and other actors in the 

infested zone    

Interconnected  technical components of the strategy 

All the activities are registered in a GIS conceived and used as a tool 
for daily management at the local, regional and national level    



The importance to delimitate the potentially infested zone, to locate all the 
palms and traps in the infested areas and to have the address of the owners .   



Quarantine phytosanitary measures 

Imports and movements of 
infested palms inside the country 
are the dominant pathway of 
introduction and spread of RPW 

Improvement of phytosanitary 
regulation to prevent the 
introduction and the spread of 
infested palms is necessary  

Assistance of the International 
Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) and Near East Plant 
Protection Organization (NEPPO)  



Phytosanitary import regulations 

If ban is not adopted, import should be only from free-pest zones if 
limits of these zones can be rigorously established: 50 km from the 
infested zone; for the last 3 years, absence of palms introduction, 
no infested palms and no captures in traps.   
Å palms are treated before transfer and maintained one year in 
RPW-proof certified nurseries 
Å traceability assured 

The cryptic biology of the pest 
makes practically impossible to 
assure that a palm is RPW free  

Risk analysis leads to 
recommend  the total ban of 
import  of palms of more than 6 
cm  diameter (Now adopted by 
many countries)   

Larvae live 
exclusively inside 
the palm tissues 

Adults hide 
deeply at the 
basis of the 
palms  



Phytosanitary regulations  for the movement of palms 
inside an infested country 

Regulations to assure RPW containment 
inside an efficient  eradication programme 

First option: total ban of date 
palm offshoots or ornamental 
palms movement, except palms 
of less than 6 cm base diameter.  

Second option: movement authorized 
from free-pest areas only if: 
Å limits of these areas can be rigorously 
established  
Å palms are treated before transfer 
Å palms are maintained one year in 
RPW-proof certified nurseries 
Å traceability assured 

Vidyasagar 



Frequent inspection for early detection 

Å Visual inspection is presently the only 
effective technique for early detection 
Å It is very efficient if inspections are 
frequent  
Å To improve farmer/owners  
involvement and training is  
indispensable 
Å Offshoots pruning for facilitating 
visual inspection must be compulsory.  
Å The use of sniffer dogs can be 
interesting  in certain cases 
Å We encourage the development of  a 
quick, reliable, cost effective, and easy 
to handle early detection device for 
RPW and devices 

In date palm, symptoms 
appear at the base. 

In great Canary palms , symptoms 
appear at the crown level.  


