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The main problem is not the kind of insecticide to 
apply but how to reach the pest.  

Å The adults like low-light environment and fears dry and hot temperature 
conditions. 

Å They hides deeply behind the base of the petioles  and inside the infested tissues. 
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Treatments again the adults.  



Usual spraying techniques are not adapted  

ÅThey will not reach the adults deeply hidden behind the petioles  



False ideas about oviposition have been rectified recently 
which enabled to discard inappropriate treatments 

Å No previous wounds are necessary for oviposition 
Å Females dig holes with their rostrum to lay their eggs 
Å The eggs must be placed in alive tissue to survive 
Å The depth of oviposition holes is limited to the length of the rostrum 
Å Consequently sites of oviposition are very specific 
Å Treatment must be targeted to these sites  
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Consequence: The oviposition sites differ between palms 

ÅFor date palms ÅFor tall Canary palms 

Great majority of  infestations in 
date palms with offshoots and of 
less than 2-3 meter trunk height 

Majority of the tall palms are 
infested at the base of fronds  



Å Targeted treatment to the bases of leaves and remaining 
petioles and to the offshoots.  
Å Soaking  till runoff (nozzle of the sprayer are taken off) 

For date palms 

Vidyasagar 2011 Can be perfectly applied by a trained 
farmer with a simple knapsack sprayer 

With a lance (Vidyasagar proposal 2011) 



For Canary palms 

Å Soaking the central leaves bases of the crown till run off from petioles bases to 
petioles bases  



2) Against the eggs, larvae and RPW in the cocoons 

Å Soaking of the leaves bases can reach eggs, and 

cocoons but not the larvae except at the first stage.  

Å Furthermore, the penetration of systemic 

insecticides is blocked by the thick cuticle that 

covers the leaflets 

Å  The larvae canΩt be reached except by soil drench, 

injection or fumigant treatments. 

Å Soil drench and injection techniques  can be applied  

for preventive or sanitation purposes 

Benahmed 2007 


