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1991: Preparing for Rio

http://www.deza.ch/index.php?langID=1&userhash=48cf549cd1342ef645d7eee122f33bd4


1992: Documents for Rio



1992: Rio Earth Summit

• “Mountains & upland 
areas cover some 
20% of the surface of 
the earth”

• “10 per cent of the 
world's population 
depends on 
mountain resources”
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1993

Ad-hoc interagency network on Chapter 13



1994 – 1996 (1): 
Inter-governmental consultations
62 countries +
European Union



1994 – 1996 (2): 
Non-governmental consultations

1994 Dehra Dun, India
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1994 – 1996 (2): 
Non-governmental consultations

1994 Dehra Dun, India
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1996 : Climate change
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1997: Rio + 5



1998: UN General Assembly

Resolution for an
International
Year of Mountains
• Sponsored by 

130 countries



1998 : Mountain water @ CSD
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2000: 
24% of the Earth’s land surface



2001, 2003: Mountain people

• 26% in and around mountains
(Meybeck et al., 2001)

• 12% in mountains (FAO, 2003)



2002

• 78 countries with national committees
• National and regional events & initiatives
• Global meetings



2002: World Summit on 
Sustainable Development



2004 : Biodiversity

Programme of 
work on 
mountain 
biodiversity
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2005: 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment



2005: 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
• Half of the human population depends on 

mountains
• Mountains are characterized by high 

biodiversity
• Mountain ecosystems are exceptionally fragile

…



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Mountain ecosystems are exceptionally fragile



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Human well-being depends on mountain 
resources: ecosystem services



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Both poverty ad ethnic diversity are 

Poverty and ethnic diversity are higher 
in mountain regions, and people are 
often more vulnerable



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Mountains often represent political borders, and 
are refuges for minorities and political opposition
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Mountains often represent political borders, and 
are refuges for minorities and political opposition

Mountains often restrict transport to narrow 
corridors

Mountains often restrict transport to 
narrow corridors



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Strengthened highland-lowland linkages 
improve sustainability for both upstream and 
downstream populations



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment



2008: UN General Assembly

New resolution 
supporting 
sustainable 
mountain 
development
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