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Current'distribu,on'of'forests'&'woodlands'



Land'Tenure'





3'very'different'Case'Studies'



The'Northwest'

•  Semi=arid'woodlands,'seasonal'monsoons'
•  V'sparse'popula,on'(<20,000)'
•  Mining,'beef'caIle,'&'tradi,onal'subsistence'



The'Kimberley'















The'South'

•  Wet'sclerophyll'forests,'winter'rainfall'
•  Mod'dense'popula,on'(>'10'mill'people)'
•  Highly'produc,ve'forests'(and'agriculture)'
•  High'risk'of'catastrophic'bushfires'in'drought'











The'Southwest'of'Western'Australia'











Inland'NSW/Qld'

•  Semi=arid'woodlands,'summer'rains'(cyclones)'
•  Low'popula,on'(<100,000)'
•  Beef'and'sheep'grazing,'mining,'callitris'forestry'
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Trend!in!annual!total!rainfall!in!mm/10!years!!
for!the!past!100!years.!!

Blue'indicates'areas'that'have'become'weIer'and''
red/pink'indicate'areas'that'have'become'drier.!

!



Lessons'

The frequency, extent, duration and severity of droughts  
in Australia is highly variable across the continent;  
natural vegetation (and fauna) in Australia evolved in  
a hostile and variable climate,  
so well-adapted to surviving droughts; 
 
Resilience to drought through flexible production systems, 
self-reliance, preparation during good years for 
 inevitable drought years, the ability to relocate,  
to find other employment and livelihoods, and/or  
get buffers and reserves to survive 3-5years with little income. 



Possible!AcLons!
(based'only'on'the'Australian'case'studies)'

•  build'knowledge'and'awareness'
•  build'preparedness'(social'&'ins,tu,onal)'
•  don’t'make'problems'worse'e.g.'through'
excessive'clearing'

•  build'ecological'connec,vity'&'adapta,on'
pathways'

•  develop'beIer'coping'mechanisms'and'
alterna,ve'livelihoods'

•  don’t'wait'for'post=crisis'“recovery'aid”'
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