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Information Note 

1. Prelude 

 

The programs and policies to strengthen food and livelihood security of a large population depend on 

informed decision making. For this, timely availability of good quality agricultural and rural 

statistics has all along remained crucial inputs. A sound agricultural and rural statistics system is 

expected to provide the desired set of direct and derived statistical indicators on different aspects of 

sector spanning over sub sectors and economic, social and environmental dimensions. The efforts of 

the countries to bring sustained improvements in the national statistical systems to meet this 

requirement has all through been supported and encouraged, globally, by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  

 

2. SPARS Genesis 

 

Prevailing general weakness in the timely availability of statistics with desired quality and the 

resultant handicaps faced in decision making has assumed special significance recently. This has led 

to the evolution of the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics (GS) as a 

landmark development initiative under the auspices of the United Nations, endorsed universally by 

the member countries. The GS supports countries to develop their Strategic Plan for Agricultural 

and Rural Statistics (SPARS) in accordance with the national priorities and plans, and shared by all 

stakeholders. 

 

SPARS development process duly takes into consideration the Government commitment to improve 

statistics in general in the country, as expressed in the National Statistics Law and the National 

Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS). SPARS will be built on existing sub-sectoral 

institutional and administrative structures and priorities and the statutory framework of official 

statistics in the country. Development of SPARS also ensures consistency and complementarity of 

future investments and resources in the system and sustainability of impact of interventions.  

 

3. SPARS Initiative in Bangladesh 

 

Bangladesh was identified as one of the anchor countries for implementation of the Global 

Strategy in the Asia-Pacific region. Demonstrating a strong political will in support of the Global 

Strategy, Bangladesh has successfully completed a comprehensive in-depth assessment (IdCA) of 

the capacity of national institutions engaged in production of core data on agricultural and rural 

sector. This was accomplished by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Statistics and Informatics 

Division (SID) of the Ministry of Planning, in close collaboration with various line departments of 

the Government of Bangladesh with the technical support of FAO. The IdCA report prepared by the 

Bangladesh has received wide appreciation and acknowledgment.  

 

With IdCA a stepping stone, Bangladesh is now ready for the development of SPARS which is 

expected to provide strategic direction to the process of development of agricultural statistics. A 

roadmap for preparation of SPARS has already been approved by the Government.  
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4. SPARS Development process 

 

The SPARS process follows an internationally standardised approach, providing opportunity for 

stakeholders to assess the current status of statistics, review data needs, evaluate the degree of 

integration of the agricultural sector in the National Statistics System (NSS) and develop a long-term 

and sustainable perspective addressing key constraints and data demands. The SPARS envisages 

building on the findings of IdCA that established a national set of core data needed for agriculture 

and rural sector, assessed gaps, evaluated strengths and weaknesses in the system and identified 

priority areas of technical assistance, capacity development and research. The IdCA was carried out 

in a participative manner involving all stakeholders including data producers and users. A similar 

participative process will be followed in preparing SPARS in Bangladesh. While SPARS is being 

developed, some priority areas like design of an integrated Agricultural Census are already being 

addressed through other ongoing projects.  

 

Chart below illustrates the SPARS development process.  
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The main outputs of the SPARS development process will be: 

- SPARS Roadmap setting out how to go about the SPARS development (already prepared); 

- A Strategy paper incorporating the broad understanding on the vision and mission statements; 

strategic objectives, outputs and activities by sub-sectors; 

- A complete Strategic Plan document on improvement of agricultural and rural statistics 

(SPARS) in Bangladesh.  

o The report will be complementary to NSDS with more emphasis on progression of statistical 

system of the country to meet the requirements of statistics for monitoring the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) related to agriculture and rural sector. The document will 

contain outlays required for activities, and arrangement for monitoring the SPARS, advocacy 

and resource mobilization; mechanisms of coordination among line ministries/departments 

and roles and responsibilities of different ministries in production of official and non-official 

statistics will also be clarified in the document.   


