
FAO Regional Initiative on Zero Hunger Challenge 

Regional Expert Consultation on Scoping, Prioritizing and Mapping of Neglected and Underutilized Crop Species in Asia 

In observance of the International Year of Pulses 

Co-sponsor: ACIAR 

3-5 December 2016  

Royal Princess Hotel Larn Luang, Bangkok, Thailand 

A list of Participants 

Title Name Surname Position Organisation 

Prof  Kadambot  Siddique FAO Special Ambassador of International Year of 

Pulses / Hackett Professor of Agriculture Chair and 

Director, The UWA Institute of Agriculture 

UWA, Australia 

Dr Mahmoud  Solh Former ICARDA Director General  

Dr Yashpal Singh  Saharawat Senior Agronomist & Country Manager, 

Afghanistan 

ICARDA, Afghanistan 

Dr  Chandrashekhar  Biradar Head of Geoinformatics Unit ICARDA, Lebanon 

Dr  Suhas P Wani Research Programme Director, Asia & Director of 

ICRISAT Development Centre 

ICRISAT, India 

Dr Shankar B Dandin Liaison Officer, Project Office, Bengaluru, India Bioversity International, India 

Dr Eric Huttner Research Programme Manager for Crop 

Improvement and Management 

ACIAR, Australia 

Prof  Prakash Shetty Chief Executive Officer, LANSA Research 

Programme Consortium 

MSSRF India 

Dr Anadi Nitithamyong Assistant Professor, Institute of Nutrition Mahidol University, Thailand 

Prof  Visith  Chavasit Ex-Director & Professor, Institute of Nutrition Mahidol University, Thailand 

Ms Weeraya  Karnpanit Researcher, Institute of Nutrition Mahidol University, Thailand 

Dr Abid  Hussain Food Security Economist, Livelihoods ICIMOD, Nepal 



Mr Max  Herriman  Unit Head, Advisory and Consulting Services & 

Research Programme Director FishPLUS 

CFF, Malaysia 

Dr Mohd Desa  Hassim Chief Executive Officer TFNet, Malaysia 

Dr Bryan J Boruff Assistant Professor & Course Coordinator, Masters 

of GIScience School of Earth and Environment 

UWA, Australia 

Dr Yu Xin Pang Researcher / Director TCGRI-CATAS, China 

Dr Li  Xu Professor TCGRI-CATAS, China 

Dr Kynet Kong Deputy Head of Plant Breeding Division CARDI, Cambodia 

Mr Savanh Hanephom Deputy Director General MoAF, Lao PDR 

Dr  Siviengkhek Phommalath  Legume Researcher NAFRI, Lao PDR 

Ms Khin Mar Oo Deputy Director MoALI, Myanmar 

Dr  Minn San Thein Deputy Director and Head Myanmar Seed Bank, DAR, Myanmar 

Mr Mahendra Nath Poudel Senior Agriculture Economist MoAD, Nepal 

Dr  Renuka Shrestha Chief of Agronomy Division NARC, Nepal 

Mr Kailash  Pradhan Principal Research Officer DoA, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forests, Bhutan 

Dr Md Amjad  Hossain Director, Training and Communication Wing BARI, Bangladesh 

Dr Cuong Pham Hung Deputy Director General PRC, Vietnam 

Dr Apurba  Chowdhury Professor and Ex-Dean UBKV, West Bengal, India 

Mr Shridhar Venkat Chief Executive Officer The Akshaya Patra Foundation, India 

Dr Kundhavi  Kadiresan Assistant Director-General/Regional Representative  FAO RAP  

Ms Xiangjun Yao Regional Strategic Programmes Coordinator FAO RAP 

Dr Xuan  Li Senior Policy Officer & RI-Zero Hunger Challenge 

Delivery Manager 

FAO RAP 

Ms Isabell Piroth Junior Food Security and Nutrition Consultant FAO RAP 

Ms Nomin Bayasgalanbat Nutrition Officer FAO RAP 

Ms  Amgalan Ariunbold Plant Production Consultant FAO RAP 

Ms Melina  Lamkowsky Junior Consultant FAO RAP 

 

  



List of Abbreviations 

 

ACIAR    Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research  

BARI     Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute  

CARDI     Cambodian Agricultural Research and Development Institute  

CATAS-TCGRI   Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences- Tropical Crops Genetic Resources Institute  

CFF     Crops for the Future  

DoA    Department of Agriculture, Bhutan  

DAR     Department of Agricultural Research, Myanmar  

FAO     Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  

IYP    International Year of Pulses 2016  

ICARDA    International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas  

ICIMOD    International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development  

ICRISAT    International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics  

TFNet     International Tropical Fruits Network  

MoAD    Ministry of Agricultural Development, Nepal 

MoAF    Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Lao PDR 

MoALI    Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, Myanmar 

MSSRF-LANSA   M S Swaminathan Research Foundation - Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in South Asia  

NAFRI     National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute, Lao PDR  

NARC    Nepal Agriculture Research Council  

PRC    Plant Resources Centre, Vietnam  



RAP    Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 

UWA     The University of Western Australia  

UBKV     Uttar Banga Krishi Viswavidyalaya, West Bengal, India  

  


