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Recommendations
Hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition are major challenges in
the 21st century for Asia and the Pacific region. To achieve zero
hunger, which stands at the core of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), we need to improve dietary patterns and food
systems urgently. Stakeholders in the agriculture and food value
chain are affected by a disconnect between production,
consumption, and nutrition. Agricultural diversification and
resilience offer enormous opportunities for addressing hunger and
malnutrition especially in the context of climate change. In this
regard, Neglected and Underutilized Crop Species (NUS)1 offer
diverse and nutritious food resources. NUS are important in
specific agro-ecological niches and often linked with the tradition
and cultural heritage in their places of origin. They are an
essential source of protein and micronutrients, enhance climate
resilience, improve agriculture sustainability and boost household
income and livelihoods with considerable commercial potential.
“Neglected and underutilized species are those to which little attention is paid or which are entirely
ignored by agricultural researchers, plant breeders and policymakers. They are wild or semi-domesticated
varieties and non-timber forest species that are not typically traded as commodities.” PADULOSI,
THOMPSON AND RUDEBJER (2013)
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In this context, FAO, in collaboration with a number of national
and international partners, organized a Regional Expert
Consultation on Scoping, Prioritizing and Mapping of NUS held
in Bangkok from 3–5 December 2016. Thirty-five participants,
representing eight countries, as well as 22 national and
international partners attended the Consultation (Appendix) and
made the following recommendations:
1. Urgent call for decision-makers to raise awareness of the
nutrition-sensitive and climate-resilient benefits of NUS to
address hunger, malnutrition and climate change.
2. Recognize, identify and promote the complementarities of
NUS with existing staple crops for nutrition enhancement,
climate change resilience and diversification of cropping
systems, and relabel NUS as “Future Smart Food (FSF)” to
popularize these species.
3. Establish a National Coordinating Committee on FSF
involving concerned ministries and appoint a Strategic
Coordinator at the inter-ministerial level.
4. Create an enabling environment by strengthening national
institutional support for mainstreaming FSF into national
policies and programmes, by means of appropriate incentives,
procurement of FSF for food programmes (e.g. mid-day
meal/school meal scheme) to enhance national consumption,
local production and facilitate marketing.
5. Establish nationally coordinated research for development
programmes targeting FSF with high potential, and expand
coverage of national agriculture statistics and national food
composition data on FSF for evidence-based decision making.
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6. Document and validate best-bet FSF case studies, compile
indigenous knowledge related to FSF, undertake clinical and
field studies to demonstrate the health benefits and climate
resilience of FSF and assemble quantitative data for public
dissemination.
7. Enhance public awareness of the importance of FSF by
developing nutrition and climate change education materials
and curricula on the importance of FSF for consumers, traders,
producers, health professionals, researchers, teachers (e.g.
school curricula), farmers, women and youth.
8. Identify key entry points in the value chain and encourage
value chain development for specific NUS, including
innovative and targeted interventions for promotion (e.g.
ready-to-use food products) and increased funds for research,
development and extension capacities on FSF production and
processing technologies.
9. Strengthen multidisciplinary and multi-sectoral collaboration
through existing coordination mechanisms and build
partnerships at national and regional levels, including
academia, civil society and the private sector, to enhance
research and consumption and to attract the private sector to
boost production, processing, value addition, product
development, and marketing of FSF.
10. Establish a regionally coordinated network on FSF to
facilitate exchanging information, policy, technologies and
genetic resources as well as FSF promotion in target countries.
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