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The Farmers Grow Rice (and other crops) 
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Farmers reaction 
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What Went Wrong and What Do We Learn? 

• Biophysical or technical shortcomings 

• The farmers’ perspective or why we shift 

cultivation 

• Changing livelihood strategies and the static 

view of agricultural societies 

– Too busy to farm; D.A. Preston, 1989 

– More than the soil: Rural Change in Southeast Asia; 

J. Rigg, 2014 

 

 



What Went Wrong: The Bigger Picture? 

• Escape agriculture for centuries: J.C. Scott, 2010 

• Supply-driven development; enabling the state 

to get a foothold in the hinterlands 

• ODA dependence of many government 

departments; how to fund the staff 

• Geographies of evasion; Biddulph, 2011 
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