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IWC intervention:  

Agenda item 11. Addressing climate change and other environment-related matters in fisheries and 

aquaculture. 

 

Agenda item 11.1. Implementation of the FAO Strategy on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across 

fisheries and aquaculture 

 

• Thank you, Chair for the opportunity to provide this intervention in relation to the draft 2020-

2023 Action Plan.  

• On behalf of the International Whaling Commission, we join the EU, the USA [and others] in 

congratulating the FAO for publishing the Guidelines to prevent and reduce bycatch of 

marine mammals in capture fisheries. This is a fitting achievement for the 25th anniversary 

of the Code of Conduct and will be an important component in the uptake of knowledge and 

good practices by countries to mainstream biodiversity. 
• The FAO developed plans of action and voluntary guidelines to address bycatch of sea turtles, 

seabirds and sharks many years ago, and we welcome the Technical Guidelines as a critical 

addition to the global ‘toolbox’ to address bycatch of marine mammals with practical 

solutions.  

• The IWC, which is also celebrating its 75th anniversary this year, has recognized the critical 

threat posed by incidental bycatch to cetacean populations. The IWC’s Bycatch Mitigation 

Initiative (BMI) aims to raise awareness of the conservation issue posed by cetacean bycatch 

and to build capacity with effective, multi-disciplinary solutions to bycatch – particularly 

focused on small-scale fisheries.  

• Given that some of the world’s greatest bycatch challenges are in small-scale fisheries, we 

believe that the FAO’s Year of the Small-Scale Fisheries next year provides an excellent 

opportunity to put the new Technical Guidelines into action.  FAO’s processes and initiatives 

such as the World Fisheries University and the Hand-in-Hand initiative can also contribute to 

the effective implementation of these practical approaches to monitoring and mitigating 

bycatch. 

• The IWC depends heavily on collaboration and the engagement of fishery managers at the 

national, regional, and global level to address bycatch. As noted by other interventions this 

week the FAO COFI is the global centre for addressing fishery operations, so it is entirely 

appropriate that these bycatch guidelines and their implementation are part of the FAO 

Responsible Fisheries Operations Workplan  

• Dear Chair and fellow delegations, as supported by the EU, the IWC stands ready to work 

with the FAO and other partners to support of the use of these Guidelines and the broader 

work relating to bycatch as outlined in the Responsible Fisheries Operations Workplan. 

Through our Bycatch Mitigation Initiative and Scientific Committee, we are also eager to 

support the regular review of scientific evidence for bycatch mitigation and best practices.   

• The IWC welcomes the opportunity to partner with FAO and others to mobilise the technical 

expertise and financial support to put the guidelines to use on the ground as we work with 

coastal communities to find practical solutions to cetacean bycatch. 

• Congratulations again on this achievement and thank you!  

 

 

 

https://iwc.int/bycatch
https://iwc.int/bycatch
http://wfu.pknu.ac.kr/html/sub01/sub0101.php
http://www.fao.org/hand-in-hand/en/

