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 ITEM 11 ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

Thank you Chair, Honourable delegates, 

Climate change impacts affect the ocean's regulatory functions through ocean acidification, 

warming, and deoxygenation, and other oceanographic changes  and have the potential to 

change the dynamics  of marine systems and food webs. Climatic changes to the ocean 

environment can have  consequences to the composition and distribution of aquatic species 

and biodiversity resulting in significant negative socio-economic impacts to coastal-

dependent communities who may struggle to adapt. 

IUCN welcomes, therefore, the increasing interest given to incorporating climate 

considerations in aquatic food systems in this debate and the increasing involvement of FAO 

and COFI in this crucial task.  

IUCN supports  collaboration among the United Nations, financial institutions, FAO, States, 

and industry,  to increase their financial and political support to the efforts of developing 

nations and RFMO’s to adapt to a changing climate. 

IUCN encourages investment  in the development of the knowledge base and actions to 

develop  climate-smart fishery and aquaculture policies, implement adaptive 

management  practices  with a particular attention to vulnerable human communities, 

fishery species, and ecosystems and  address the key drivers of change.  

IUCN actively promotes conserving and restoring coastal and marine ecosystems as Nature-

based Solutions to a changing climate, mitigating as well as adapting to climate change 

impacts. IUCN further recognises the opportunities for fisheries and aquaculture to embrace 

nature-based solutions into their management responses, following the guidance provided 

by IUCN Global Standard for NbS. 

ITEM 11.1: FAO STRATEGY ON BIODIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING  

Thank you Chair, Honourable delegates, 

IUCN strongly welcomes the attention by COFI on the need to actively mainstream 

biodiversity concerns into fisheries and aquaculture management. The FAO Strategy for 

Biodiversity Mainstreaming represents a positive step forward. However, the continued 



  
deterioration in the extent and quality of biodiversity and ecosystem services calls for an 

urgent scaling up of action.  

In this context, IUCN would like to stress the importance of the SDGs and the Post-2020 

Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), being negotiated under the Convention on Biological 

Diversity. This Framework aims to halt biodiversity loss by 2030 and  achieve biodiversity 

recovery and restoration by 2050. There is a critical need to align the whole FAO Strategy 

with these objectives. 

IUCN notes the important role that networks of marine protected areas (including Key 

Biodiversity Areas) and the use of Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures, can 

play to reduce ecosystem impacts and protect vulnerable species. At the same time, it is 

vital to ensure that all uses of wild species are considered when  developing  safe and 

ecologically sustainable practices. In this respect, particular precautions for vulnerable 

ecosystems will be needed for any future development of fisheries in the Arctic ocean and 

other poorly studied and unassessed regions to ensure the effective protection of 

biodiversity and associated ecosystem services, as well as ecological sustainability. 

Strengthening collaboration will be essential for effective implementation of the 

Strategy,  to create stronger synergies between sustainable fisheries, aquaculture and 

aquatic biodiversity conservation, across freshwater and marine ecosystems. IUCN 

reiterates, therefore, that it intends to continue and enhance its collaboration with FAO 

towards effective mainstreaming of biodiversity conservation and fisheries concerns. In this 

respect, IUCN would support and be ready to collaborate in FAO’s activities on the use and 

evaluation of area-based measures for fisheries, including OECMs. 


