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To: Member State Representatives of the UN FAO Committee on Fisheries 

From: Eric Schwaab, Senior Vice President, Environmental Defense Fund 

Date: 29 January 2021 

Subject: Statement on behalf of Environmental Defense Fund respecting Agenda Item 11, 

‘Addressing climate change and other environment-related matters in fisheries and 

aquaculture’ 

 

Environmental Defense Fund1 (EDF) commends the FAO and the Committee on Fisheries’ 

(COFI) continued attention to the challenges to sustainable fisheries posed by climate 

change, which is strongly reflected in the draft Declaration2 that the Committee is 

considering for approval next week.  

 

As the FAO’s major synthesis report clearly documented, the impacts of climate change on 

the range, distribution and abundance of fisheries will directly affect the nutrition and 

livelihoods of many millions of people, most significantly in the tropics where many Small 

Island and Developing States are at particular risk. At the same time, research has shown 

that improving fishery management in a manner that takes into account the impacts of 

climate change can do much to offset the negative impacts of a warming and acidifying 

ocean, especially if we move rapidly to institute the necessary climate-smart management 

improvements. 

 

                                                             
1 Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) is an international conservation organization with over 2.5 million 
members and supporters on five continents. The EDF Oceans Program works with communities, 
governments, academia, funders and others to manage fisheries with the goal of restoring and maintaining 
fish populations, coastal communities and marine habitats so they can thrive even in the face of climate 
change 
2 See page 3, “Noting that the significant challenges posed to the fisheries and aquaculture sectors by 
changing climate and ocean conditions, in particular where warming water temperatures, deoxygenation, and 
acidification in aquatic environments are already impacting the distribution and abundance of fish stocks in 
many regions, there is an urgent need to address these through innovative, inclusive, effective and adaptive 
fisheries management measures, and by ensuring healthy and productive ecosystems, including through the 
use, based on the best available scientific information, of effective time and area-based management tools, 
providing for conservation and sustainable use of fish stocks, including, where appropriate, in accordance 
with international law and national legislation, protected areas”. 

http://www.fao.org/3/i9705en/i9705en.pdf
https://oceanpanel.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/19_HLP_BP1%20Paper.pdf
https://www.edf.org/oceans


 

At COFI 33 Member States welcomed Canada’s offer to host a workshop aimed at 

developing technical guidance for climate resilient fisheries management. EDF experts 

were gratified to participate in the November 2019 workshop; the workshop report with 

case studies on current best practices, is pending publication. 

 

Today we call upon COFI to take the next step and commit to launching consultations with 

FAO and Member States with an eye toward rapid development of technical guidance for 

climate resilient fisheries management. The need for such guidance is growing more urgent 

each year, and the FAO, with Canada’s continuing leadership, is uniquely positioned to 

gather, synthesize and share the best technical advice for fishery managers, policy makers 

and fishery stakeholders around the world. 

 

Thank you for considering this request. EDF remains eager to collaborate with the FAO and 

COFI on this important work. 

 


