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WorldFish comments on 34th Session of the Committee of Fisheries (COFI) 
 

 
Agenda Item #13: FAO’s programme of Work in fisheries and aquaculture under the FAO 

Strategic Framework 

  
 

Review of 2018-19 achievements  
   
WorldFish would like to record its appreciation of FAO’s achievements in its 2018-19 program of work 
(paragraphs 1-11), noting in particular the importance of work to include small-scale and data-poor 
fisheries in its assessments of fishery status, including for inland fisheries.  The “Illuminating Hidden 
Harvests” program – a collaboration between FAO, WorldFish, Duke University and partners in over 
50 countries (1) further contributes to broadening the assessment of fishery status to include the 
social and economic performance of small-scale fisheries.  
   
Regarding the review of techno-economic performance of industrial and semi-industrial fisheries, we 
suggest that the reporting of the high proportion of such fisheries that are profitable be clarified so 
that it does not imply that small-scale fisheries are unprofitable.  The economic profit aspect of fishery 
performance, as well as other dimensions, is measured for some small-scale fisheries by the fishery-
specific Fishery Performance Indicators, originally developed for the World Bank, and now used in 
FAO programming too.  The FPI studies conducted to date indicate that, where tenure rights are 
upheld, small-scale fisheries can have strong economic performance (2).  
   
We further appreciate the inclusion of small-scale actors in studies and guidelines produced by FAO 
in the Trade, Markets and Value-Chains area of work, where the attention to covid-19 impacts and to 
women and youth empowerment is particularly noticeable.  
   
Global Developments and Trends  
   
We appreciate FAO’s continuing pioneering work on linking fisheries and aquaculture to wider 
development issues, including biodiversity conservation, environmental justice and social justice and 
the rights of people and nature.  Regarding linkages and responses to Ocean Issues (paragraph 45), 
we would like to suggest that FAO could be more explicit in guiding member states on the importance 
of maintaining coastal space for food production – and small-scale food producers in particular – in 
emerging ‘blue economy’ plans (ref- Cohen et al 2019).  
   
Areas of Priority in 2020-2021 and beyond  
   
Through our Memorandum of Understanding with FAO Fisheries (2018 -2021), WorldFish commits 
to supporting the FAO Program of work in 2021 and look forward to continue our successful 
partnership and collaboration for many years to come.  We note in particular FAO’s emergent 
program on ‘Blue Transformation’ (building on its previous ‘blue growth’ agenda).  WorldFish and the 
wider CGIAR system (One-CGIAR) have strongly committed to supporting, with research, a 
transformation of the World’s Food system (including Aquatic Foods) towards one that is healthy, 
nutritious, equitable and has less environmental impact than the present food 
system.  The WorldFish 2020-2030 research and innovation strategy is based on supporting this 
called-for transition and we look forward to working with FAO on finding ways to support countries to 
ensure fish and aquatic foods contribute to the health and wellbeing of their populations.  
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Building on the recent collaboration between WorldFish and FAO on information and communication 
technologies for small scale fisheries (ICT4SSF)1, and new FAO programs such as the 1000 Digital 
Villages Initiative2, we suggest the endorsement by COFI members of a dedicated program of 
work that provides insight into new technology and approaches relevant for the fisheries and 
aquaculture sectors, to ensure that stakeholders have access to up-to-date insight and knowledge of 
how technologies can be developed and deployed to achieve shared goals.  

  
We look forward to continued collaboration with FAO on the CGIAR COVID-19 hub and research on 
the impact of COVID-19 on fish and aquatic food system at various levels, from global reviews to in-
country analyses in support of policy development. We welcome FAO Fisheries and other discipline 
areas within FAO to increase our engagement with UN Decade on Nutrition and build upon the 
growing body of scientific work and evidence of the importance of aquatic foods and aquatic foods 
systems for healthy people and sustainable planet.    

  
 
 
 
 
Gareth Johnstone, Ph.D. 
Director General 
 
Read our WorldFish 2030 Research and Innovation Strategy 
(available to download here ) 

 
(1) Illuminating Hidden Harvests: https://fish.cgiar.org/research-areas/projects/illuminating-hidden-harvests  
(2) Asche, F., Garlock, T. M., Akpalu, W., Amaechina, E. C., Botta, R., Chukwuone, N. A., ... & Turpie, J. K. 
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Policy, 104263 ; Asche, F., Garlock, T.M., Anderson, J.L., Bush, S.R., Smith, M.D., Anderson, C.M., Chu, J., 
Garrett, K.A., Lem, A., Lorenzen, K. and Oglend, A., 2018. Three pillars of sustainability in 
fisheries. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 115(44), pp.11221-11225.  
(3) Cohen, P.J., Allison, E.H., Andrew, N.L., Cinner, J., Evans, L.S., Fabinyi, M., Garces, L.R., Hall, S.J., Hicks, 
C.C., Hughes, T.P. and Jentoft, S., 2019. Securing a just space for small-scale fisheries in the blue 
economy. Frontiers in Marine Science, 6, p.171.  
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