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28 January 2021 

The Secretariat, COFI  

The Food and Agriculture Organization, the United Nations 

Subject: NACA comments on other agenda items (item 4 COFI/2020/2.1) 

The Secretariat, 

After reading the session report COFI/2020/2.1: Highlights of the Progress in the implementation of the 

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related instruments, we are impressed by the recent 

progress and efforts in implementing the 1995 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. NACA 

appreciates the recognition that aquaculture development is an important action for responsible fisheries 

in different countries, RFBs, and NGOs. According to FAO SOFIA, the capture fisheries in most regions and 

countries in the world still are dominant. It remains a vast space and demands to boost aquaculture 

development in the world.  

On the other hand, the interaction between fisheries and aquaculture needs much attention. Farm-based 

fisheries, enhancement and releasing for fishery resources, and artificial reefs also provide solutions for 

responsible fisheries, but the ecosystem effects and biosecurity need to be investigated. As mentioned in 

the report, less than half of the Members have the complete and enabling policy, legal and institutional 

frameworks specifically for aquaculture, more Members have adopted codes or instruments to promote 

responsible aquaculture practices, and most of the NGOs considered that countries did not have adequate 

procedures in place for good practice in aquaculture operations, more works need to be done to improve 

the relevant issues. Countries in the Asia-Pacific region have diverse levels in aquaculture policy legal, 

institutional frameworks, integrate and interaction between fisheries and aquaculture, and other relevant 

capabilities, which provide comparative practices and models. NACA would be very interested in 

contributing to these relevant works.   

NACA is interested in the fisheries issues related to aquaculture, including farm-based fisheries, 

enhancement and releasing for fishery resources, artificial reefs, and common issues and interaction 

between aquaculture and fisheries (such as biodiversity and genetic resources from wild, biosecurity, feed 

ingredients from captured fishes, ecosystem, climate and environmental impacts, etc.). As NACA is a 

regional intergovernmental organisation working on the aquaculture sector, we might not be considered a 

relevant RFB for CCRF issues in the past years. We did not receive any relevant email for the Code 

questionnaire. Please kindly consider including NACA (info@enaca.org or dg@enaca.org) in the future 

questionnaire mail list.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Jie Huang, Ph.D. 

Director General 

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) 
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