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27 January 2021 

The Secretariat, COFI 

The Food and Agriculture Organization, the United Nations 

Subject: NACA comments on WCP agenda item 5 

The Secretariat, 

NACA would like to provide our comments on MCP agenda item 5 on Decisions and recommendations of 

the Tenth Session of the COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture, Trondheim, Norway, 23–27 August 2019, as 

following. 

NACA would like to thank the FAO again for inviting NACA as an observer to participate in the Tenth Session 

of the COFI Sub-committee on Aquaculture in Trondheim, Norway, 23-27 August 2019. At that meeting, we 

listened to all reports presented by the COFI Sub-committee and provided our comments on the 

corresponding reports. We also participated as a co-chair in the side-event for the first meeting of the 

International Organisation Committee of Global Conference on Aquaculture 2020. For more than a year, 

the COVID-19 pandemic has led to global social, economic and political upheaval. All the original order of 

human life and work has been disrupted. However, we are gratified that all decisions and 

recommendations of the Tenth Session have been effectively implemented under such difficult conditions. 

The FAO has also made reasonable adjustments to respond to the impacts of the pandemic. These 

implementations have reflected the perseverance and excellent efficiency of the Sub-committee. We 

believe that the Sub-committee's work represents a solution for the international community to mitigate 

the pandemic’s impacts on aquaculture. It also sets an encouraging example for the global aquaculture 

sector to respond to the challenges brought by the pandemic. Here we would particularly thank and 

congratulate the progress and achievements made by the Sub-committee’s efforts. 

We appreciate the FAO making NACA a close regional partner and fully engaged in implementing these 

decisions and recommendations. We have seen the FAO's tremendous input and efforts in preparing for 

the Millennium +20 Global Conference on Aquaculture. It is a great honour for us to continuously 

participate in the joint organisation of this important conference. We have witnessed the achievements 

made under such difficult conditions, including the establishment of committees, the adjustment of the 

conference plan, the compilation, verification and global webinar of regional reviews, the drafting of 

Shanghai Declaration, the organisation of thematic reviews, the arrangement of website and registration, 

etc. We will continue to closely cooperate with the FAO in the organisation to make every effort for the 

success of the conference. 

As a regional intergovernmental organisation serving the world's largest aquaculture region, we believe 

that the Sub-committee’s efforts provide important strategic directions for the sustainable development of 

aquaculture in the region. The aquatic genetic resources and biosecurity are two essential bases supporting 

sustainable aquaculture development in the region. We appreciate the development of the Global 

Integrated Sustainable Aquaculture Programme (GISAP), including the development of a multi-donor 

assisted long-term component on aquaculture biosecurity; the accomplishments of the implementation of 

the FAO Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 2016-2020 in aquaculture and provide guidance on 



the FAO Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 2021-2025. We welcome the publication of the report on 

the State of the World's Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and take note of the Ongoing 

Development of a draft Global Plan of Action for Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. NACA 

is willing to actively participate in the development and implementation of these programs in the region. 

Comments on other agenda item may be submitted soon. 

Yours faithfully,  

Jie Huang, Ph.D. 

Director General 

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) 


