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WorldFish comments on on 34th Session of the Committee of Fisheries (COFI) 
 

Agenda Item #6: Decisions and recommendations of the seventeenth session of the Cofi 
Sub-Committee on Fish Trade, Vigo, Spain, 25–29 November 2019 

 
WorldFish endorses the important work of collecting and analyzing national and global data on the 

production and consumption of fish and fish products and the advances made in this area in recent 

years through initiatives such as Illuminating Hidden Harvests (IHH). Quality data, where data 

collection, analyses and reporting are carefully planned, are a prerequisite for evidence-based policy 

making and robust science.  Recent research has illustrated that investments in evidence-based 

management pay dividends in terms of sustainably manage fisheries.  We support all efforts to further 

strengthen data collection and analysis.  

 

Further opportunities exist for harmonizing and improving data collection at sub-national to global 

scales, and for resolving differences between FAO data on fish and aquatic foods consumption and 

data derived from national household living standards measurement type surveys. Existing global 

and regional price indices for fish and aquatic foods could be expanded and coordinated for policy 

purposes in light of the nutritional consequences of price hikes for food insecure populations. Real 

time data on retail prices in rural and urban settings are needed to ameliorate the impacts of shocks, 

including pandemics and climate change, on vulnerable populations. Efforts to facilitate identification 

of the origin of aquatic foods from capture fisheries or aquaculture in international trade statistics 

would be welcomed for the precision that they would lend to analyses in this important area. Attention 

to further disaggregating fish import and re-export data is also a pressing issue for some countries. A 

particularly important area where data collection requires strengthening (as evidenced by recent IHH 

analysis) is in regard to national and regional adherence to sex-disaggregated data standards in 

fisheries and values chains.  This is an area where WorldFish would be supportive to collaborate with 

COFI member countries.  

 

It is noted that the Sub-Committee requested FAO to provide technical support to Members in support 

of the fisheries subsidies negotiations. WorldFish observes that any fisheries subsidies should be 

assessed carefully for their potential to create negative externalities (such as by encouraging 

overcapacity in fishing fleets, or excessive fishing effort). We refer to recent research to raise our 

concern also additionally the current “unequal distribution of government support exacerbates the 

ongoing political and economic marginalization of SSF, globally.”  We observe that opportunity to meet 

SDG target 14.6 on eliminating certain forms of fisheries subsidies was missed during recent rounds 

of World Trade Organization talks, express our concern, and urge support for compliance.  

 

Like the Sub-Committee, WorldFish strongly supports the continued development and 

implementation of National Plans of Action to Combat IUU Fishing (NPOA-IUU) and associated 

implementation of Catch Documentation Schemes. WorldFish also endorses the utilization of fishery 

dependent data generated through such efforts at national and subnational level in the design of 

fisheries management measures and encourages capacity building for Members to support this goal. 

WorldFish also joins the Sub-Committee in strongly endorsing the implementation of the SSF 

Guidelines as an important participatory instrument for promoting inclusive, equitable and sustainable 

fisheries.   

 

  

http://www.worldfishcenter.org/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.539214/full
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It is noted that the Food Loss and Waste receives attention. Recent WorldFish research highlights the 
lack of data on food loss and waste in fisheries and aquaculture value chains, and we would emphasize 
the importance of further collaboration with WorldFish to research and develop policy on this topic. 
Investments in infrastructure along major fish trade nodes are critical to minimize fish loss and waste, 
but we also note that efforts to reduce waste in value chains should be carefully designed so that they 
do not displace poorer people’s access. 
    
 

 
 

 
Gareth Johnstone, Ph.D. 
Director General 
 
Read our WorldFish 2030 Research and Innovation Strategy 
(available to download here ) 

http://www.worldfishcenter.org/
http://worldfishcenter.org/strategy-2030/

