
Agenda Item 9 Combatting Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing  

This statement is on behalf of the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), and The Pew 

Charitable Trusts (Pew). 

EJF, TNC, and Pew urge States to continue their efforts to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing by 

acting on a number of key issues, including policy development and its robust implementation, and welcomes the 

continued support of the FAO to its Members in this regard. 

EJF, TNC, and Pew note that transshipments continue to facilitate IUU fishing and other illicit activities, and we applaud 

the efforts made by the FAO to investigate global transshipment practices, as laid out in Information Paper 13. 

Recognizing the urgent need for improved transshipment oversight, we urge COFI to establish formal negotiation 

processes that would lead to the adoption of international transshipment guidelines. 

We encourage widespread adherence to, and implementation of, the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), as well as 

regional-level port State measures that are aligned with the Agreement. And we welcome the new Parties over the past 

biennium, especially noting that most Members have reported that they authorize foreign-flagged vessels to enter and 

use their ports. We urge Members to exchange information in a timely and effective manner, and to share designated 

ports and contact points through the dedicated application. We look forward to the FAO introducing the Global 

Information Exchange System and making it available to Parties, and see this as an urgent necessity, and we urge better 

use of the Global Record by all Members. We also urge Parties to report on the implementation of the Agreement 

through comprehensive and objective responses to the self-assessment questionnaire. 

Recognizing the links between IUU fishing and safety and labour issues, EJF, TNC, and Pew believe the organization and 

work of the Joint FAO/ILO/IMO Working Group on IUU Fishing while welcome, requires strengthening, as does inter-

agency cooperation, coordination and information exchange at national and regional level. We reiterate our call for 

States to ratify the Cape Town Agreement, and welcome the news of a collaborative programme between the Indian 

Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) and the Indian Ocean MoU on Port State Control (IOMOU), as efforts towards delivering 

harmonized inspections in port that consider fish, vessels and crew. 

EJF, TNC, and Pew note the increasing percentage of Members that have reported they are taking measures to control 

fishing operations undertaken by vessels flying their flag within and beyond their waters, which highlights the pivotal 

role of the flag State in fighting IUU fishing. 

EJF, TNC, and Pew call upon COFI Members to prioritize fulfilling the mandate of Sustainable Development Goal target 

14.6, which tasks the WTO with reaching an agreement to prohibit fisheries subsidies that contribute to overfishing and 

overcapacity, and to eliminate subsidies that contribute to IUU fishing. We would like to reiterate that capacity-

enhancing fisheries subsidies are an important factor in the consistent decline in the health of fish stocks and, as they 

enable overfishing and IUU fishing, ending these subsidies is one tangible way to help ensure sustainable fisheries. EJF, 

TNC, and Pew encourage the FAO to continue to provide technical and expert advice to help inform the negotiations at 

the WTO to achieve a successful outcome that brings long-term sustainability, food security and improved livelihoods. 

We also call on COFI Members to contribute to WTO transparency requirements, by analyzing and accounting for 

fisheries subsidies, as well as programs to eliminate subsidies related to IUU fishing and overfishing, as reported in 

Information Paper 10. 

EJF, TNC, and Pew support the valuable work of the FAO on catch documentation schemes (CDS) and urges the 

implementation of harmonized and compatible CDS in line with the FAO Voluntary Guidelines. We call for more market 

States to establish robust schemes and so further limit entry points around the world for IUU caught seafood, and 

encourage the alignment of existing and emerging CDS. EJF, TNC, and Pew would also like to highlight, to the Secretariat 

and the Members, the relevant stakeholder initiatives such as the NGO and industry-developed recommendations for 

robust CDS. 



To conclude, EJF, TNC, and Pew strongly encourage the continued development and timely publishing of technical and 

practical guidance on estimating the magnitude and impact of IUU fishing.  

 

  


