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General Statement 

 

In this statement the Joint Technical Commission of the Maritime Front 

(CTMFM) will refer to the progress attained since the last session of the 

Committee on Fisheries (COFI) concluded in 2018. 

1. CTMFM was established by the Treaty of the Rio de la Plata and its 
Maritime Front in 1973 with the mandate to promote research, 
conservation and to adopt legally binding measures for the rational 
exploitation of live resources and the protection of the marine 
environment in the Argentinean-Uruguayan Common Fishing Zone 
(AUCFZ). 

2. At present, 87% of the landings reported in the AUCFZ are 
resources regulated by specific management measures including 
total allowable catch, regional and seasonal closures and the 
implementation of best practice guidelines for fishing operations. In 
this area, 70% percent of the assessed stocks are fished within 
biologically sustainable levels.  

3. The enacting of management measures by CTMFM is based on the 
scientific advice provided by the national fishery institutions of Argentina 
and Uruguay. CTMFM also promotes resource management 
transparency by publishing on its website the scientific results of 
its Working Groups. 

4. Some significant milestones reached by our organization in the past two 
years are: 

 The incorporation in 2020, by Argentina, of a new coastal 
research vessel, which will complement the existing fishery and 
oceanographic vessel, Victor Angelescu (incorporated towards the 
end of 2018), and the other research vessels made available by 
the two countries to CTMFM.  

 Within the seven scientific campaigns carried out, the first 
comprehensive environmental survey of the AUCFZ, performed by 
the V. Angelescu research vessel, stands out. One of the 
campaign’s many goals was to evaluate pollution -including 
microplastic distribution and abundance, as well as the study of all 
the planktonic community- as a baseline for conducting climate 
change studies.    

 A Technical Workshop in 2018, with the participation of 50 
scientists from both countries, in which topics related to stocks 
assessment were addressed. 

 The publication of volumes 25 and 26 of the Frente Maritimo 
Magazine. The latter volume, an annotated catalogue of 
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crustaceans from the Southwestern Atlantic Ocean, is a 
publication of undoubted interest. 

5. During 2020, great efforts were made so that the COVID-19 pandemic 
would not hinder the activities of the CTMFM. We would like to point 
out that 100% of the scheduled meetings were held, which allowed 
the Commission to receive the appropriate assessment for 
decision-making. 

6. It is in this context of commitment and cooperation that we must raise 
some issues regarding to certain conclusions of the SOFIA 2020 Report. 
We consider that the analysis, especially that of Area FAO 41, does not 
properly reflect the reality of the fisheries management and the situation 
of the main resources of said area. We were astounded by the reference 
made in the report to Illex argentinus and Merluccius hubbsi, on the basis 
of information, which is clearly outdated. At the same time, the report 
lacks all mention of other resources whose health is unknown in the 
absence of statistics or evaluations in different sub-areas beyond our 
control. 

7. We want to emphasize our interest and commitment to work together 
with FAO and to advance, jointly, in the preparation of new assessment 
models that better reflect the efforts of the CTMFM and its Member 
States in relation with the ecosystem-based fisheries management under 
their jurisdiction, so that the views expressed in the SOFIA report do not 
become an unwanted barrier to the international trade of their fishery 
products. 

8. In this brief presentation we have attempted to summarize the latest 
activities conducted by CTMFM, since we understand that they constitute 
a valuable contribution to the topics discussed in COFI and to the work of 
the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department of FAO. This belief has 
guided our efforts to increase the visibility and transparency of the 
science-based management conducted in this corner of the SW Atlantic. 
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