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Opening statement from the International Whaling Commission 
 
Director General QU Dongyu 
Mr Sidi Mouctar Dicko, Chairperson of COFI 
Fisheries Division Director Manuel Barange. 
Honourable delegates and observers, 
 
Thank you for extending an invitation to the International Whaling Commission to attend the 
Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI). In these challenging times, we are 
extremely appreciative of the efforts necessary to organize and conduct such a virtual meeting to 
continue our important work of science and stewardship of marine and freshwater resources. We 
are honoured to join this week’s discussions.  
 
The IWC celebrates its 75th anniversary this year and we are proud to underscore this milestone 
by noting that whilst our mandate is unchanged, what has changed are the threats to cetaceans. 
The work programme of the IWC has evolved and expanded in response to the ever-changing 
environment. The IWC now undertakes work on a wide range of scientific, conservation and 
welfare issues.  
 
Indeed, today bycatch and entanglement in fishing gear are widely considered to be the single, 
most direct threat to cetacean populations and welfare.  In recognition of this threat, the IWC 
Commission has established the Bycatch Mitigation Initiative (BMI). The BMI is a collaborative 
initiative, which aims to raise awareness and capacity in assessing, monitoring and addressing 
cetacean bycatch. The programme includes the development of pilot projects where multi-
disciplinary and innovative approaches to bycatch management can be implemented. The BMI 
has also begun working with Regional Fisheries Management Organisations to cetacean 
bycatch at the ocean basin scale.  
 
Thankfully, the IWC does not face the threat of bycatch alone. We continue to develop 
collaborations with global, regional and national fishery management authorities and experts 
to enhance our understanding of the scale and impact of bycatch and the available solutions to 
assess, monitor and mitigate bycatch.  
 
  

https://iwc.int/home
https://iwc.int/bycatch


The IWC therefore wishes to underscore our great appreciation for FAO’s achievement in 
preparing the Technical Guidelines to prevent and reduce bycatch of marine mammals in 
capture fisheries, and to reiterate our commitment through the Bycatch Mitigation Initiative to 
promote the use of the Guidelines around the world. These guidelines are a welcome addition 
to the fisheries management and environmental community, providing up-to-date information 
on practical solutions to reduce and prevent marine mammal bycatch, whether at the national, 
regional or global level.  
 
We look forward to the deliberations this week and in particular the Implementation of the 
FAO Strategy on Biodiversity Mainstreaming across fisheries and aquaculture, as well as the 
discussion of proposal to create a new COFI Sub-Committee on Fisheries Management. FAO’s 
efforts to ensure well managed fisheries can only enhance our ability to address the broader 
ecosystem impacts of fishing and thereby ensure ecosystem-based, sustainable and viable 
fishing operations. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Rebecca Lent 
 
(Executive Secretary) 
 
Marguerite Tarzia 
(Bycatch Coordinator) 
 
 


