
ITEM 10 U.S. STATEMENT:

● Thank you Chair.

● We welcome the broader conversation around biodiversity and echo
Canada that fisheries should not be characterized as only a threat to
biodiversity.

● The United States sees ecosystem based approaches to fisheries
management as a key means of both biodiversity conservation and
sustainable management of fisheries.

● We highlight that 92% of deliverables in the FAO Strategy’s current
Action plan are either on track or completed despite the COVID-19
pandemic, and we support progress on the draft 2024-2027 Action Plan,
which we encourage FAO to align other relevant Strategies, such as on
Science and Innovation and Climate Change.

● We appreciate FAO's activities on OECMs and support region-specific
best practice sharing on OECMs, and Area Based Management Tools to
support sustainable management that is both inclusive and equitable.

● We echo others in our support for FAO & CITES collaboration,
particularly FAO’s assessment of proposals to include commercially
exploited aquatic species in the CITES Appendices.

● We believe FAO should focus on providing assistance to Members in
assessing species proposals, rather than on the species listing process,
which is established by CITES and its Parties.

● The United States also commends the Global Plan of Action for Aquatic
Genetic Resources and commend FAO’s development of a genetic
registry. We recommend that FAO strengthen its associated capacity
building, especially in relation to the protection of wild fisheries genetic
biodiversity.

● We also encourage Members to address missing species identification
information in their national fisheries statistics, which is important to
understanding the intersection of biodiversity conservation and food
security.



● Finally, we note that marine debris poses an ongoing threat to
biodiversity and strongly support FAO’s work to implement the
Voluntary Gear Marking Guidelines, including with the Global Ghost
Gear Initiative.

● We note that the IMO is considering binding measures for fishing gear
marking, as well as mandatory reporting for fishing gear lost at sea, and
encourage Members to ensure that their fisheries experts engage in that
process.


