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GSID’24
Global Symposium on Soil Information and Data

From Data to Action: Harnessing Soil Data and Information for Sustainable Development



Symposium Chairs

• ITPS Chairperson

• INSII Chairperson 

• GLOSOLAN Chairperson



Scientific Committee

Members From;

• Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS)

• International Network of Soil Information Institutions (INSII)

• Global Soil Laboratory Network (GLOSOLAN)

• Renowned Scientists 



SID’24 -
Potential 
Themes

Themes should be

• Covering all aspects of Soil Information and Data;

• Aligned with current policy priorities;

• Addressing current challenges and opportunities;

• Ensuring a balance of theoretical and practical 
perspectives

• Fostering international and cross-cultural 
perspectives;

• Encouraging cross-disciplinary dialogue and 
collaboration;

• Result in actionable outcomes;



SID’24 - Potential Themes

01
Theme II. Soil Data 
for Sustainable 
Policy and Decision-
making

02
Theme III. Data 
Ownership, Sharing, 
and Collaboration in 
Soil Science

03
Theme IV. 
Challenges and 
Opportunities in Soil 
Data Standardization 
and Interoperability

04
Theme I. Advances 
in Soil Data 
Collection, Analysis, 
and Data Quality

01



SID’24 - Potential Themes

Sub-theme 1.1: Maximizing Data Quality: Optimizing 
Soil Sampling Design, Monitoring Strategies and Data 
Quality
Sub-theme 1.2: Laboratory Techniques and Standard 
Operating Procedures for Soil Analysis
Sub-theme 1.3 – The Emergence of Proximal Sensing 
Methods for Soil Science
Sub-theme 1.4: Digital Soil Mapping Techniques and 
Applications and Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning in Soil Science

Advances in Soil 
Data Collection, 
Analysis, and Data 
Quality

Theme I

Topics: Legacy Data, Data Collection, Sampling, Dry and Wet Chemistry, Mapping and Modelling, Pedometrics



SID’24 - Potential Themes

Sub-theme 2.1: The Role of Soil Data in achieving 
SDGs, Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation
Sub-theme 2.2: Soil Data for Improved Sustainable 
Soil Management and Food Security
Sub-theme 2.3: Stakeholder Engagement and 
Community Building and Resource Mobilization

Soil Data for 
Sustainable Policy 
and Decision-
making

Theme II

Topics: Soils and SDGs, Climate Change, Food Security, SSM,  Community Building, Resource Mobilization



SID’24 - Potential Themes

Sub-theme 3.1: Ethical Considerations and Data 
Ownership
Sub-theme 3.2: Fostering Open Data and 
Collaborative Platforms in Soil Science
Sub-theme 3.3: Capacity Building for Effective Data 
Sharing and Collaboration

Data Ownership, 
Sharing, and 
Collaboration in 
Soil Science

Theme III

Topics: Data Policies, Ownership, Data Sharing, Data Visualization, Open Data, Capacity Building



SID’24 - Potential Themes

Sub-theme 4.1: Soil Information Systems: DSSs, 
Development, Best Practices, and Collaboration
Sub-theme 4.2: Advancing Soil Data Standards and 
Harmonization

Challenges and 
Opportunities in 
Soil Data 
Standardization & 
Interoperability

Theme IV

Topics: Soil Information  and Decision Support Systems, Data Standards, Harmonization



Side Events, Activities

• Panel Discussions (e.g., Open Data for Public Good)
• Mapathon (e.g., mapping competition)
• Expert Roundtables or "Ask Me Anything" Sessions
• …?

+

Topics: Soil Information (SIS)  and Decision Support Systems (DSS), Data Standards, Harmonization



GSID’24 
Provisional
Timeline

PA Endorsement: 
July 2023

Concept Note – 
November 2023

Establishment of 
the Scientific 
Committee – 

December 2023

First Call & Save the 
Date: December 

2023

Second Call 
(Abstracts): 

February 2024

Abstract 
Submission: 

February 2024 – 
March 2024

Symposium

TBD’2024

ITPS , INSII, GLOSOLAN



reactions from INSII and the ITPS

• +Private sector 
• less technical themes/agenda
• soil inf. for land use planning, climate change mitig. 
• targeting audience beyond INSII
• soil information for non-soil experts 
• Communication of uncertainty for end users 
• sustainable land/soil practices 
• non-agricultural land use systems 



Reactions - GLOSOLAN

• Contact: Yusuf.yigini@fao.org



GSID24 SC - GLOSOLAN
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