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1st Plenary Meeting on Soil 
Spectroscopy (September 2020)| 
Decision to have:

• 1 Technical working group led by 
1 or more leader(s)

• Regional Champion laboratories

https://www.fao.org/3/cb2858en/cb2858en.pdf
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1st Plenary Meeting on Soil 
Spectroscopy (September 2020)| 
Decision to have:

• 1 Technical working group led by 
1 or more leader(s)

• Regional Champion laboratories

3 working groups were established:
- 1 general working group
- 1 working group to work on the global 

soil spectral calibration library
- 1 working group to work on the soil 

property estimation service

3 leaders were appointed:
- Richard Ferguson (USDA)
- Fenny van Egmond (ISRIC)
- Keith Shepard (ICRAF)

11 regional champion laboratories were 
identified by election (ref. Regional Soil 
Laboratory Networks (RESOLANs))





2020-2021 | Lessons learnt

1. The current governance does not cover all soil spectroscopy related
activities in the working groups well.

2. A few working groups’ meetings were organized but no follow-up
actions were taken. This might result in a loss of interest of experts
in the working groups in the GLOSOLAN Initiative on Soil
Spectroscopy.

3. Activities tended to be centralized within the working group leaders
and on few specific objectives.



GLOSOLAN-Spec proposal
• 1 GLOSOLAN-Spec Chair to work 

in coordination with the 
GLOSOLAN Chair, the GLOSOLAN 
vice-Chair, and the GLOSOLAN 
Coordinators 

• 1 Steering Committee 
• 1 working group

No changes are proposed to the 
position and TORs of the Regional 
Champion Laboratories



GLOSOLAN-Spec Chair

November 2: review and endorsement of the TORs. 
Presentation of the candidates that applied for the position 
and that meet the selection criteria in the TORs. 
Is there anyone else that feels like applying for the position?

November 3: follow ups by email

November 4: presentation of the candidates and elections



Quick review of the 
Terms of Reference for the 

positions



GLOSOLAN-Spec Chair | 
Presentation of the candidates

Prof. Eyal Ben-Dor
Tel Aviv University | TAU Head of the 
Department of Geography



GLOSOLAN-Spec Chair | 
Presentation of the candidates

Ir. Fenny van Egmond
World Soil Information (ISRIC)
Wageningen University



Identification of the members of the Steering Committee 

1. The GLOSOLAN Coordinator will make a call for experts to express an 
interest in joining the Steering Committee

2. Members of the Steering Committee will be selected based on the 
criteria in the TORs:

- Be top experts on the topic of soil spectroscopy;
- Represent institutions with a major regional or global role on soil spectroscopy;
- Have time to commit to implement the GLOSOLAN work plan on soil spectroscopy; and
- Not have any conflict of interest in regards to the objectives, data, information of the

Global Soil Partnership, GLOSOLAN, and the Soil Spectroscopy initiative



Working group composition

1. Members of the working group | Selection criteria in the TORs: 
• Be experts on the topic of soil spectroscopy;
• Have time to commit to implement the GLOSOLAN work plan on soil spectroscopy;
• Not have any conflict of interest in regards to the objectives, data, information of the Global Soil 

Partnership, GLOSOLAN, and the Soil Spectroscopy initiative.

2. The GLOSOLAN Coordinators will ask the current members of the working group 
to complete a short survey:
• Do you still want to be in the working group?
• How much time can you commit to GLOSOLAN?
• Main area of expertise?
• Do you have any conflict of interest?

3. Call for experts that wish to join the working group. Request to complete the 
same survey



Thanks for your attention


