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• NETSOB activities related to the 

CBD Plan of action 2020-2030

• Activities of the FAO 4 betters 

• NETSOB/GLOSOLAN joint working 

group on soil biological analysis

• GSP Action Framework 2022-2030

• GBF Framework.

NETSOB 2020-2030 Activities



• Technical WG 1: measurement, assessment and monitoring 

of soil biodiversity.

• Technical WG 2: sustainable use and management, and 

conservation of soil biodiversity.

• Technical WG 3: economics of soil biodiversity.

• Technical WG 4: policies and legal instruments related to 

soil biodiversity.
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2023-2024

Identify indicators of soil biodiversity that are related to key ecosystem functions and 
services, priorities, tiers for GLOSOB.
Guidelines for measuring, assessing and monitoring soil biodiversity.
• SOPs (microbes): Microbial Enzyme Activities (B-Glucosidase, Arylsulfatase), N 

Mineralization by incubation method.
• SOPs (microfauna): Nematodes trophic groups by wet extraction.
• SOPs (mesofauna): QBSar
• SOPs (macrofauna): ISO-TSBF
• SOPs on biofertilizer analysis (NETSOB/INFA).

• Analysis of nitrogen-fixing bacteria
• ·Analysis of phosphorus-solubilizing

Raise the awareness of laboratories on the importance of measuring soil biological 
parameters
Implement a capacity-building programme on soil biodiversity assessment, mapping 
and monitoring

Action Plan for Measuring Biodiversity

2025-2027

• Develop or identify and implement feasible indicators of soil biodiversity 
that are related to key ecosystem functions and services.
• Develop other SOPs

• Development and implementation of a capacity-building programme on soil 
biodiversity assessment, mapping and monitoring. 

• Development of a database of potential uses of soil biodiversity for 
bioremediation and restoration of degraded soils. 

• Develop protocols, adopt harmonized methods and use tools to collect and 
digitize soil biodiversity data and to improve mapping capabilities of Parties, 
acknowledging the differences in soil types across regions.

• Definition and establishment of a network of long-term soil biodiversity 
monitoring sites at the regional and/or national levels.

• Significantly improve soil data quality and availability

2028-2030

• Identify the cumulative impacts of multiple sectors on the quality of soil 
biodiversity.



2023-2024

• Development of a field manual on good management practices to 
conserve soil biodiversity and prevent soil biodiversity loss.

• Development of a technical booklet about the main soil-borne 
diseases.

• Development of a database of potential uses of soil biodiversity for 
bioremediation and restoration of degraded soils.

• Prepare training material (including videos) and organize webinars on the 
analysis of soil biological parameters

Action Plan for Managing Biodiversity

2025-2027

• Develop ecosystem-based approaches to conserve, restore and 
sustainably manage soil biodiversity.

• Promote conservation, restoration and sustainable use 
activities and management practices and strengthen the 
systems of knowledge of indigenous peoples and local 
communities

2028-2030

• Promote good agricultural practices, including integrated pest 
management in order to prevent and address possible negative impacts 
of fertilizers and pesticides on soil biodiversity, based on risk assessment 
approaches and scientific evidence.

• Improve the availability of knowledge on the state of world’s soil.
• Develop biodiversity-based approaches to restore, maintain, and 

enhance soil’s contributions to people, including ecosystem functions 
and services.



Action Plan for the Economics of Biodiversity

2023-2024

Development of the methodology for the economic valuation of soil 
biodiversity.

2025-2027

• Identify sources of financial resources for the implementation of the 
action plan

• Development of a protocol for measuring, reporting and verifying (MRV) 
the economic benefits of soil biodiversity.



Action Plan for Biodiversity Policy

2023-2024

Development of policy briefs on the state of knowledge, protection, 
conservation, and sustainable use of soil biodiversity at national, 
regional, and global levels.
Performance of an assessment of effective policies and legal instruments 
to control soil biodiversity loss.
Include soil biodiversity as an important component of soil description 
surveys
Establish or strengthen, as appropriate, a monitoring network to assess 
and keep track of the abundance and diversity of multiple soil taxa or 
units and of the changes in soil biodiversity and its functioning, in 
accordance with national legislation.
Establish the importance of soil biodiversity and its functions and 
services through subnational, national, regional and global platforms, 
such as FAO and GSP

2025-2027

• Development of an incentive scheme for farmers to reward conservation 
and sustainable use of soil biodiversity.

• Engage with the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, to pursue 
restoration of degraded soils.

• Integrate soil biodiversity into One Health systems for human, animal, 
plant and environmental health

• Encourage civil society groups to become involved in the 
implementation of the plan of action to conserve/restore soil 
biodiversity.

• Integration of biodiversity into national accounting and reporting 
systems, defined as implementation of the System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting

2028-2030

• Transformation and resilience of agri-food systems to achieve 
sustainability and Paris Agreement goals enabled through the 
establishment and implementation of climate-smart 
agricultural practices, policies and programmes.

• Ensure that by 2030 at least 30 per cent of areas of degraded soil are 
under effective restoration in order to enhance biodiversity, ecosystem 
function and services, ecological integrity, and connectivity.

• Ensure that agricultural areas are managed sustainably through the 
application of biodiversity friendly practices.
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