
Recarbonization of Global 
Agricultural Soils (RECSOIL) 

progress and activities

Michaela Brown, Guillermo Peralta and 
Natalia Rodriguez Eugenio

GSP Secretariat



RECSOIL pilot and partner projects 

RECSOIL-MEXICO

Agricultural activities: livestock; 

annual crop and perennial crop 

Participating farmers: 30-45

Total area: 250-340 ha

Approximate annual SOC

sequestration: 59 tCO2e

RECSOIL-COSTA RICA
Agricultural activities: 

livestock 
and coffee plantation

Total area: 500 ha
40 farmers

Approximate annual SOC 
sequestration: 872 tCO2e

RECSOIL-GHANA

Agricultural activities:  

Cashew, soy, and shea 

Participating Farmers: 45

Total area: 85 ha

Approximate annual SOC 

sequestration potential: 45 tCO2e

RECSOIL-TOGO

Agricultural activities: grain and 

horticulture; cashew 

plantations; agroforestry

Total area: 250 ha 

51 farmers

Approximate annual SOC

sequestration: 146 tCO2e

RECSOIL-UZBEKISTAN

Agricultural activities: Rangeland, 

Irrigated cropland 

Project Area and Participating 

Farmers: 19

Total area: 1 566 ha

Partner projects:

• Argentina

• Cambodia

• Mongolia

• France and 

Belgium

Preparatory phase:

• Kazakhstan

• Morocco

In discussion:

• Trinidad

• Russia

RECSOIL-ARMENIA

Agricultural activities: Forage crop, 

pasture 

Project Area and Participating 

Farmers: 40

Total area: 100 ha



Pilot project progress

Costa Rica Mexico

• First payments to farmers made under the 
ecosystem payment service scheme created with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock of Costa Rica

• Workshops held for the implementation of SSM 
according to the Sustainable Soil Management 
Practice monitoring protocols with positive feedback 
from farmers 

• Identification of additional women 
farmers to onboard as newly 
participating cohort 

• Ongoing SSM practice 
implementation 

• Creation and planned integration of 
survey with socioeconomic 
indicators with the Secretariat of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
of Mexico



Pilot project progress
Ghana • Analysis of soil results and refinement of 

SSM practice for implementation for 40 
participating farmers 

o Potential need for liming identified 
o Critical lack of N for SOC sequestration 

o Target pH and C:N ratios established for 
project area 

• Integration of RECSOIL tools and protocols 
by the Soil Research Institute of Ghana in 
projects in neighboring areas for monitoring 
and measuring of soil indicators 

• Identification of additional farming 
communities for scaling up the pilot project 
with newly participating farmers 

Figure 1. Calcium and acidity in participating farms 



Pilot project progress

Uzbekistan 

Figure 2. Homogenous 
strata in the Jondor 
region 

Figure 3. Homogenous strata in the 
Nurata region 

• Recruitment of participating farmers and signed 
participation agreements

• Gathering of all historical activity 
management data of participating farmers 

• Design of target monitoring plan, including 
indicators, number of samples, depths and 
other parameters

• Selection and translation of educational 
materials for farmer trainings



Pilot project progress

Kazakhstan 

• Recruitment of participating farmers and signed 
participation agreements 

• Training of technicians on monitoring plan 
design for measuring and monitoring soil 
carbon and other indicators 

• Selection of target educational materials for 
farmer training with a focus on soil pollution 
management

• Preparations for baseline assessment in June

Armenia

• Training of technicians on monitoring plan 
design for measuring and monitoring soil 
carbon and other indicators 

• Draft monitoring plan of target indicators to 
address soil erosion, soil salinity and soil 
moisture loss in forage cropping and pature 
systems 

• Preparations for baseline assessment in April



Partner project pathway

Areas of Engagement

• Australia 

• Argentina 

• Belgium/ France

• Cambodia

• India

• Mongolia 

• The Philippines 

• Uruguay

Objectives

• Gather feedback on implementation of GSOC-MRV and 
RECSOIL tools

• Alignment with partner objectives (e.g. Science Based Targets)

• Identification of potential further implementation partners

Tool Development

• Updates of the RECSOIL Technical Manual based on feedback 
from private sector partners 

• Survey developed for the assessment of MRV in ongoing soil 
carbon projects 



Additional Tools for Review

Economic Impact Assessment 

• Assessment for the socioeconomic 
impacts of RECSOIL projects – general, to 
be adapted for each project 

• Survey for the socioeconomic impact of 
RECSOIL pilot project in Mexico – 
developed with RECSOIMEX partners for 
conducting interviews with participating 
farmers in Mexico 



Additional Tools for Review

SSM Practice List

• Streamlined list of SSM practices 

o Easy to use list/ database 

o Harmonized terminology 

o Supported by case studies 
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