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BLACK SOILS MATTER

Black soils constitute the food 
basket for many countries and for 
the world in general and are often 
recognized as inherently productive 
and fertile soils.

Photo Xingzhu Ma 



The International Network of Black 
Soils(INBS) aims to provide a 
platform for knowledgesharing for 
countries with black soilsto discuss 
common issues related to the 
conservation and sustainable 
managementof these soils and the 
need to foster technical exchanges 
and cooperation. 

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF BLACK SOILS



BLACK SOILS - DEFINITION

Accordingto INBS, black soilsare 
mineralsoilswhichhavea black 
surfacehorizon, enrichedwith 
organic carbon that isat least25 cm 
deep.
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF BLACK SOILS

1. Complete a delineation of the areas
identified as Black Soils according to the 
criteria adopted at National level;

2. Support the implementation of the 
Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil 
Managementin the areas designated at 
National level as black soils;

3. Perform a global assessment of black 
soilsand publish it as a formal report of the 
Global Soil Partnership;

4. Establish a capacity development 
programme on the management of black 
soils;

INBS's priorities (Harbin, China - 2018)

5. Prepare a policy brief on the importance 
of black soils and advocate for the 
implementation of binding legislationfor 
the full protection of these soils for future 
generations;

6. Black Soils Datastreamline as part of a 
monitoring sub-component of the Global 
Soil Information System (GloSIS).
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Knowledge Bankas part of INBS 
Information System.
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