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Introduction

An importan service provided by soils is the support of human  or transformed arcas are fuly scaleel. For cxamgple, in the
settlements, stuctures and  infrastructures. However, onoe  urban parks, or sports and leisure facilitics, soils are often able to
urbanised, sofls are usually deeply affected, and oficn experience  maintain part of their funcsions, thus stll potentially providing
the less of many soil finctions, such as the ability to support plant  some wider ccosystem services.

growth and water infiltration, store organic carbon and host et ) 5 ’ )
biodiversitg “The objective of thisletter is to draw attention to the issues related

0 scil sealing and urbanisation, and to provide a bricf discussion

Urbanisation is a complex process driven by socio-economic  of what actions noed to be taken to prevent excessive loss of soil
factors, cocurring over a wide range of rates and spatial extensall  ecosystem functions and services due to urban development.
aver the wordd. Urbanisation mare o less permancaty removes
land from. other uscs (e agricdtral production), or functions Extent of the issue
(g natural The impact of urbanisation on land
is defined here as any conversion of agriculmural, natral or  On a global scale, urbanised land oocupies a relatively small
semi-natural area to an artifidal land-use (FAQ) and ITPS, 2015;  arca, with estimates ranging from 0.2 to 2.4 percent of the
Marquard & al, 2020; Prokop, Jobstmann and Schémbaner, terrestrial land surface in 2000 (Schneider, Fried] and Potere,
2011), including sparse setlements, urban fringes, industrial ~ 2009). However, such arcas arc somewhat unevenly distributed.
estares and mransport infrastrucrure For cxample, urban arcas comprise 0.12 pereent of sub-Saharan

 wodagl . Afiicaand 2,11 percent of Western Exope {Schncider, Friedland
Soll sealing i defined here as the permancat covering of the 55 Pocere, 9009), mainly refiecting Iocal population densities. The
surface with impervious materials such as conereee or aphall, ool nareeare meble £ e

tar scal, and buildings or other stucwIs  Gefinigion of “urban arca” as well as the tooks and assumptions p
that cannot be casily removed (FAQ and yee] o eeimation. /

. ITPS, 2015, Howeves, not all urbanised =
lt S Urbaniation has been increasing rapidly in

e e ol Sealing nabomed m i W2 many regions Between 2000-2014, the sobel
T oo g i land area was assesed as over 145000 k' ot son
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Part|C|pat|on of ITPS-GSP in the World Cormtss

of Soil Science Glasgow 2022

Connecting soils with people: initiatives of the Global Soil Partnership

Strengthen global and national capacities on soil information, soil mapping to
support Sustainable Soil Management (SSM) decision planning

Protect black soils to achieve food and environmental security: Report of the
Global Status of Black Soils

The Global Maps of the Global Soil Partnership: from bottom to top

Recarbonizing global soils: a technical manual of recommended management
practices

FAO International Network of Salt-Affected Soils: joining efforts to manage salt-
affected soils sustainably

Development and Implementation of the International Code of Conduct for the
Sustamable Use and Management of Fertilizers

7. Soil securing humanity | Humanity
securing soil

1. Spatial decision making and mapping for
implementing policies for sustainable soil
management

8. Sustainable land use

30. WG1.4 Global Soil Map, main advances
and ways forward

2. Soil carbon: From particle to planet

10. Land contamination and degradation
(Including Urban Land)

8. Sustainable land use
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@ =i Main outcomes of the work programme

United Nations

» Support to the development and implementation of RECSOIL as contribution to the Decision 16/COP14
of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

* Review of the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6 WGIII) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC)

e Support to the production of the report: Methane Emissions in Agriculture — sources, quantification,
mitigation and metrics (FAO)

* Advise on the preparation of the concept note for country guidelines and technical specifications for the
Global Soil Erosion map (GSERmap)

* Support to and dissemination of the SoiLEX platform

* Help and assist to the celebration of World Soil Day 2021: dissemination and campaign materials,
selection of the World Soil Day Award, Glinka Price and Poster and Booklet contests

* Participation in the Open Ended Working Group with the objective to implement the outcomes of the
GSP stocktaking exercise
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Preparatlon of the 2nd edition of the Status of
the World’s Soil Resources Repcrt (2025)

* Managing Editor has been appomted Dr Dan Pennock

e Established an edltorlal beard with one ITPS member representing each

, region S

s I - Editorial Board is worklng with support from the GSP Secretariat to ensure
' an |ncluswe process towards a fulsome second edition, especially in

deplctmg the dynamics of soil threats since the first ed|t|on published in

2015

o
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@) s ITPS work programme 2022-2023

United Nations

e Communications in the 22nd World Congress of Soil Science — Glasgow, 31 July - 5 August 2022

* Follow-up actions to the Global Symposium on Soil Erosion (GSER19)

e Assist with the organisation, support to the elaboration of documents and celebrate the Global Soil4Nutrition
Symposium in July 2022 (virtual)

* Guide the preparation of Global Maps on Soil Nutrient Budgets

e Continue to support the International Networks established during the past year

* Support the elaboration of the Technical Manual for the Sustainable Management of Mountain Soils

e Support the finalisation of the Technical Manual on assessing, mapping, monitoring, and reporting on Soil
Pollution

* Preparation and publication of future scientific/technical notes (ITPS letters)

* Support the preparation’of the 2"d version of the Status of the World Soil Resources Report

* World Soil Day 2022 devoted to Soil Fertility

* Continued collaboration with international organizations and panels
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(@ s [TPS achievements 2018-2022

United Nations

* Support to

* 3+ 1 Global Symposia (erosion, biodiversity, salt-affected soils, fertility)

4 Global Reports (Black Soils, Salt-affected soils, Biodiversity, Pollution)

Launching of International Networks (INBS, INFA, INSAS, NETSOP, INSOP) besides INSII and
GLOSOLAN

Guidelines and Manuals (SOC management, SSM, Mountain soils, Pollution)
4 Global Soil Maps (SOC Seq, SAS, erosion, nutrient budgets)
4+1 World Soil Day celebrations

Preparation of the Status of the World Soil Resources Report 2025
e Publication of 5 ITPS letters + a paper on Soils and Covid + Communications to congresses

* Collaboration with'International Organisations and Panels: IPCC, GSBI, 4p1000, UNCCD, EU, ...
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