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Comme le DG I'a noté, nous sommes ici aujourd'hui parce que les événements mondiaux exigent que
nous nous rencontrions. Avant cette crise, lI'indice des prix alimentaires avait atteint un niveau record.
La sécurité alimentaire mondiale était déja menacée et la faim augmentait.

Mais I'invasion non-provoquée par la Fédération Russe de I'Ukraine, que le Canada condamne
fermement, a déclenché une catastrophe humanitaire et provoqué une nouvelle crise alimentaire
mondiale.

En tant que membres de la FAO, c’est notre devoir de nous rencontrer et discuter des impacts de la crise
ainsi que des solutions possibles.

La FAO peut jouer un role essentiel en fonction de son mandat, en aidant a mieux comprendre les
implications de la crise et a appuyer des réponses plus efficaces a court, moyen et long terme.

Canada intends to be a solutions partner in this context. We will continue to support the people of
Ukraine, while helping find ways to improve global food security and get back on track for SDG2.

In this regard, Canada calls on FAO to:

e continue its analysis on impacts and consequences, including cataloguing damage to
agricultural infrastructure, developing more detailed analysis on fertilizers and inputs, and
explicitly identifying policy trade-offs relating to trade measures.

e speak clearly about innovations to increase food availability: opportunities to increase
productivity through climate-smart agriculture, identifying alternative nutritious foods, and
developing concrete plans to reduce loss and waste

e develop new partnerships, including across the private sector, to crowd in capital, capacity,
and insight.

e be an active participant in the Secretary General’s Global Crisis Response Group on Food,
Energy and Finance.

We call on FAO governing bodies to effectively advance these goals and respond to the urgency of the
situation. The CFS can contribute constructively given its multi stakeholder approach.

Further, we call on FAO and Members to support women and girls throughout this crisis to ensure no
one is left behind — rural women and girls cannot bear the brunt of this crisis.

Finally, we call on Members to consider increasing support to agricultural sectors globally.
For our part, Canada will continue to support countries most impacted, be it through humanitarian or

development funding, for example such as that recently announced for the Sahel, or applying systems
approaches to address climate and gender equality dimensions of food insecurity.



We are already allocating more than CADS800 million annually on actions for food systems.

The draft decision submitted on March 21 (CL169/4) covers these considerations, and we recommend
that form the basis for today’s conclusions, and be adopted en bloc.

Before | conclude, a few clarifications on sanctions:

The sanctions imposed on Russia are intended to stop the war, and are not the principle reason for
agricultural disruption. The conflict is.

Sanctions are never pursued lightly.

When the UN Charter was established, it recognized there were times when such tools could be
necessary to address threats to global peace and security. They are meant to change behaviour and
enable accountability.

Let’s not be distracted by suggestions that sanctions are the reasons for food insecurity. The Russian
Federation remains solely responsible for exacerbating an already dire situation.

In conclusion, let us focus on working together in Rome to:
1) support impacted agriculture systems in Ukraine,

2) ensure that trade remains open, and,

3) protect global food security and make it resilient.

all based on reliable information for effective decision-making.

Together, we can find a way to mitigate the worst impacts of this crisis and find a constructive way
forward.



