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Thank you, Mr Chairman. Thank you, Chairperson.  

It is no secret that the Arab area is one of the most vulnerable areas in the world to drought, 

water scarcity, and lack of food security. Arab countries have different levels of vulnerability to 

these serious challenges. Oil exporting countries can overcome these challenges and crises, at 

least most of them, thanks to their financial resources, whereas the most populous Arab countries 

find themselves vulnerable to concurrent crises that cannot be dealt with in the context of limited 

resources and unrelenting population growth. There is no doubt that these crises have become 

more wide-ranging since 2011 in the Arab region, mainly because of the many civil strives that 

are ongoing on many Arab countries which have further exacerbated the crises of food shortage 

and the deterioration of the agricultural sector that have been ongoing. One can say that food 

security challenges were behind or one of the causes behind the wave or protests and attentions 

that were witnessed by many countries in the Arab region, mainly that these countries suffer 

from chronic food deficits that can only be remedied by exporting most food commodities, 

mainly cereals, from abroad.  

The policies for agricultural and water resources management should be at the forefront of 

national agendas in Arab countries. Water, agriculture, and climate change are the main reasons 

behind instability in the Arab region. It is not a far-fetched danger but it is a very current one. 

One has to mention in this regard that there are 7 million people who are faced with an imminent 

famine in Yemen today, a country that has been going through civil war for years now. And 

many more stand to suffer from food shortage in other Arab countries which will have 

repercussions at an international level. These wars and conflicts have led to serious situations in 

Syria, Libya, and Somalia as well. One can only deal with these challenges by joining efforts of 

UN agencies and other actors of the international community in order to mobilize urgent 

assistance. It is unacceptable in this day and age that millions would lose their lives because they 

have no access to food while the world looks on.  

Arab countries are well aware of these serious challenges that undermine their future but their 

very existence as well. Many steps and measures were taken in order to deal with these 

challenges, namely the adoption of the Water Security Strategy of the Arab Region and the Plan 

of Action in order to implement it in addition to the Arab Urgent Food Security Program. Efforts 

are ongoing in order to fulfill the needs and requirements of our people in terms of water and 



food resources and the achievement of sustainable development. The main role played by 

international organizations and FAO in particular is not to be neglected, especially with regard to 

the water scarcity crisis in the Arab Region and the deterioration of arable land that is limited in 

amount. Therefore, the fruitful cooperation between FAO and the Arab League has had a major 

impact on giving more impetus to good water management and achieving food security by the 

Water Scarcity Initiative that was launched by both organizations.  

Mr Chairman, the provision of food and staple crops, and in particular cereal, at reasonable 

prices is one of the major challenges faced by densely populated Arab countries. It is closely 

linked to social and political stability and a conducive environment for sustainable development, 

especially in the context of an expanding middle class in the Arab Region which leads to a 

change in lifestyle, in diets, and more demand for food. The volatility in food prices leads to 

further inflation and wreaks havoc on food markets. These can only be dealt with by further 

international cooperation. There is no doubt that cooperation between the Arab League and the 

United Nations is one of the best ways towards achieving food security, water security, and the 

implementation of the 2030 Development Agenda.  

Thank you for your kind attention. 


