
1 
 

Checked against delivery 

 

 

Address by The Honourable Audley Fitz-Albert  Shaw 
Minister for Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries 

on the occasion of the   
41st Session of the FAO Conference, Rome, Italy (22-29 June 2019)  

24 June 2019 

 

Thank you very much Mr Chairman, 
Colleague Ministers  
Director-General, Graziano da Silva 
Distinguished delegates and observers 
 
On behalf of the Government of Jamaica, I would like to extend the heartiest congratulations to the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman on assuming the important role of presiding over the 41st Session of the 
FAO Conference. I wish to commend the Director-General and his team on the efficiency of the 
proceedings of the Conference. Once again I take this opportunity to congratulate the incoming Director-
General, on his successful campaign and election. we look forward to a successful term in office. 

JAMAICA’S CURRENT AGRICULTURAL PRIORITIES  

In line with our National Development Plan Vision 2030 and the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), Jamaica’s priorities for the agricultural sector include: 

 Sustainably increasing agricultural production and productivity through innovation, use of 
technology, infrastructural development and improved agricultural practices, as we seeks to position 
itself for the knowledge and technologically driven fourth industrial revolution; 

 Increasing and facilitating our access to local, regional and international markets, finance and 
appropriate infrastructure and technology;  

 Developing a climate-resilient agricultural sector through, inter alia, increasing the adoption of 
climate-smart resilient practices; 

 Achieving food and nutrition security; and 
 Strengthening the national framework for agricultural health and food safety. 

FAO’S SUPPORT TO JAMAICA’S AGRICULTURAL PRIORITIES 

Mr Chairman, 

We recognize and appreciate the technical assistance and support that the FAO has provided to Jamaica 
and the Region, towards the achievement of several agricultural priorities. Among them: 

 The development of the National School Feeding Programme. 
 Improvement of Jamaica’s food and nutrition security surveillance systems, as well as physical and 

economic access of our vulnerable population to healthy foods. 
 Improving mechanisms for the development of agricultural risk insurance tools. 
 Working towards the development of a Vulnerability Assessment tool in support of a Ten Year 

Climate Resilient Agriculture Sector Strategy in order to access funding from the Green Climate Fund 
(GCF). 

 Execution of Technical Cooperation Projects (TCPs) in support of value chain development capacity 
building and improved productivity and market access.  
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OUR FUTURE INTERESTS  

Mr Chairman, 

Over the next four years, Jamaica and the Region look forward to continued collaboration with the FAO 
for the further development of the sector to move people from poverty to prosperity. 

Currently, Jamaica faces major crises including the invasion of exotic pests and diseases that have been 
negatively impacting our agricultural production programme. We, therefore, wish to implore the FAO to 
provide assistance in combating these specific threats with the potential to completely wipe out significant 
livelihood on our island. 

Some of these pests and diseases include: 

1. Frosty Pod Rot disease, which causes low levels of production in Cocoa; 

2. Citrus Greening disease which continues to devastate Jamaica's citrus orchards resulting in heavy 
economic losses; it requires heavy scientific input, because even Florida in the United States, Citrus 
Greening is a major disease there as well.  

And, importantly, to employ strategies to prevent the introduction and spread of the deadly Panama- 
Disease- Tropical -Race -4 (TR-4) of Bananas and African swine fever in the Region. 

Mr Chairman, 

Jamaica charges FAO to do much more, despite the many challenges, in: 

 Providing a greater level of staff support to Jamaica and the Region, and increased exposure and 
career opportunities for CARICOM nationals 

 Provide a greater degree of funding through technical cooperation budgets to specifically address 
challenges similar to those I have identified. Incidentally, I have noted that the level of funding for 
Technical Cooperation for the region has been in decline, we want to turn that around. 

 Advance the introduction, adaptation and promulgation of climate-smart resilience technology and 
infrastructure across the Region. 

 Enhance capacity building in research, development and innovation of our national and regional 
agriculture-supporting institutions and youth engagement. 

 Facilitate, encourage and strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation and programming among 
CARICOM states.  

CONCLUSION 

Mr Chairman, 

The FAO has been tremendously supportive of the development of the agriculture sector in Jamaica and 
across the region. We have enjoyed a meaningful partnership with the Organization and has been the 
beneficiary of many interventions. 

We continue to be extremely grateful to the FAO and anticipate our continued collaboration towards a 
better world through hunger alleviation, poverty reduction and prosperity for all mankind.  

We also seek the support of FAO in working more closely with multilateral financial institutions so that 
we can maximize our benefit in the region.   

Thank you Mr Chairman. 


