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NATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR FMD CONTROL
IN AFGHANISTAN

Presenter: Giancarlo Ferrari (FAO — Afghanistan)
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Background

FAO (through the OSRO/AFG/402/JPN project) and the General Directorate of Animal Health
and Livestock (GDAHL) of the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) are
working together to implement activities aiming at bringing Afghanistan in stage 2 of the
PCP-FMD;

Activities are implemented in the framework of a Public-Private-Partnership called Sanitary
Mandate Contracting Scheme (SMCS);

SMCS identifies the private sector as the entity through which field activities (i.e.
vaccination) can be implemented;

The public sector bears the responsibilities of establishing the field procedures to be used
and for monitoring and evaluating the outcomes of the implemented activities.
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Background

e The framework for the activities is a national program under implementaiton;
e Five main pillars:

— Strengthening the laboratory capacity at both laboratory and field level

— Improving the current surveillance system for FMD and other notifiable diseases
— Implementation of a targeted vaccination program

— Improvement of the current legislation framework

— Promote a more intensive involvement of stakeholders’ on FMD control and
prevention.
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Strengthening the diagnostic capacity at both laboratory and field level

— At laboratory level a diagnostic system is in place at the Central Veterinary Diagnostic and
Research Laboratory (CVDRL) with a very good capacity (RT and Conventional PCR, ELISA for
antigen detection, NSP and SP antibodies are in place);

— An International Laboratory Specialist from Iran is currently based in CVDRL and support the daily
activities of the laboratory;

— FAO supports also for the provision of diagnostic and laboratory reagents;

e 190 tissue samples submitted and tested from 1 January to 4 October 2016 with 137 scoring positive: n.
95 for type O, n. 9 for type A and n. 33 type Asial;

* Serology has been conducted for both NSP and SP antibodies to estimate baseline prevalence of FMD
and to assess the immune response to vaccination.
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Strengthening the diagnostic capacity at both laboratory and field level

AFGHANISTAMN ctommon Operating Picture = FMD {Foat and Meath Diseaze) distribution manitaring under the project OSRO/AFGM0Z/IPN in the Centrals and South - East Regions
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In coherence with this pillar a
refresh training for Veterinary
Field Units (VFUs) has been
conducted from 31 October to
14 December 2015 involving
1,031 veterinarians and para- <
veterinarians throughout the o
34 provinces of Afghanistan (n. :
55 training sessions held);

1212008
AP in Alghaniis i Lndes by T Uniiss Stsken Agercy for
ItsTutioral Devkprant [LUISADY DR of U5, Famign Dusstsr
amwmrcs [OFDAL The o, Sosahirss nd ETER ARD D
camigastions amec o il To o0 Nt il oficiel anSormTeT: O
cosptancs by MMAP or USAIOFTA, A5 inkormstion i tw Sl
wemazs

Tra rrap represanta the recories occurmenom of FRND Foot
d Mouth Desses) per chisch for e Central, Cerntsl
tighianca and Soctr-East UM Feagions. Sice repors am
] by rrore B oom YPU par Sistac i e FUO i neporied
s Shan B monit age, cover sl e ofer meora jmom Ean
‘£ monitaagn mnd ot preseil

Tha miographes epwserd e man Gy deg bor e
murewy, whis e chad @i fm bolon mpmsen,
parcaniage ber, e reporis of spotied FUID per diviicis and
FESE | car prercas. iroide Ba Sar sles e ol sumber of repery
= ey,

Project DSRO/AFG/A02/IPN
Key Findings for FMD

Artual Coverags:

12 Pravinces and 106 Districts
Mo report: 27 districts

Tatal Reparts: 750

FMD Presence Status:

No FMD:
25 regorts (46%) frem L3 Districts

FrAD Oecurrence Rapored:
p More than & manths agac
4% regarts (22%) Trem 35 districes
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Improving the current surveillance system for FMD and other notifiable diseases

— Current surveillance system based on 340 contracted private Veterinary Field Units (VFUs) that
report on occurrence of a list of notifiable diseases each month;

— There is consensus among the stakeholders supporting this system (MAIL, World Bank and FAO)
that it can be further improved;

— The framework for this PPP is the SMCS.

* FAO has proposed in parallel with the implementation of vaccination against FMD and PPR to pilot a
reporting system based on text messages;

* A monitoring system in Live Animal Markets is under implementation;
e Main issue remains the response mechanism (i.e. emergency vaccination).
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Implementation of a targeted vaccination program

Dairy Unions Geographic Location and Coverage

— Members of the cooperatives conferring
milk to the five Dairy Unions established
in Afghanistan are the target for the FMD
preventive vaccination campaign;

— A first pilot campaign was conducted in
late 2015 (9 927 animals belonging to
3,064 producers);

— A second campaign covering all the
cooperative members conferring milk to
the dairy unions was concluded at the
end of August 2016 (38,400 dairy cattle
vaccinated belonging to 7,619 producers);
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Improvement of the current legislation framework

— Recently (July 2016) an Animal Health Veterinary Act (AHVA) has been approved by the
Parliament that will bring Afghan animal health policy into consistency with the World

Organization for Animal Health (OIE) guidelines;

— This is relevant because of the recent access of Afghanistan in the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and the obligation that the country has to fulfill the Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary
agreements (SPS).

* The main issue remains the significant amount of work that needs to be done to formulate regulations
(in the framework of AHVA) and then operationalize those regulations with appropriate procedures.
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Promote a more intensive involvement of stakeholders’
on FMD control and prevention

— FAO and GDAHL promoting engagement of VFUs (through the
intermediation of NGOs) to carry out vaccination and deliver
extension services to the farmers;

— Expanding the enrollment of dairy producers into the cooperative
system and consequently their enrollment into the preventive
vaccination program against FMD.

* Livestock owners are expected to gain a better understanding on the rea
importance and benefits of preventive diseases and be willing to invest  wwe

in preventive vaccination.

* Promoting enrollment of more dairy producers into the cooperative
system has secondary beneficial effects also on food safety.
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Thanks

The FAO project OSRO/AFG/402/JPN is supported by the
Government of Japan
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