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Nature and scope of child labour in F+A 

Wide range of activities in  capture fisheries, 
aquaculture and post-harvest - Gender 
differences in the nature of child work and in its 
associated risks 

Whether  a  child’s  activities  should  be  considered  
as acceptable work, child labour or worst forms 
of child labour depends on a wide range of 
factors (e.g. safety/health considerations, 
number of hours worked per day/week, age, use 
of or presence of hazardous materials, water 
pollution and waterborne diseases etc.) 

Hotspots where unconditional worst 
forms of child labour are 
concentrated, often in situations 
where migration is widespread 



Tasks Hazards Injuries and potential health consequences 

Sorting, unloading and 
transporting catches 

Heavy loads;large machines with moving parts Joint and bone deformities; blistered hands and feet; 
lacerations’ back injury; muscle injury; amputation fingers, 
toes and limbs; noise-induced hearing loss 

Cooking in fishing 
vessels 

Sharp blades; stoves in poor repair Cuts; burns 

Diving for various 
aquatic species, to 
free snagged nets, or 
to scarce fish into nets 

Deep water; dangerous fish, boat propellers; 
fishing nets; entanglement 

Drowning, hypoxia; decompression illness; dizziness, 
emphysema; bites or stings from fish; hearing loss from 
ear infections or rapid pressure change 

Actively fishing; pulling 
fish onto boat 

Heavy load, sharp objects Blistered hands and feet; lacerations; back injury; muscle 
injury; fish poisoning 

Cleaning fish and 
shellfish; processing; 
smoking or selling fish 

Sharp tools; smoke and chemicals; long hours 
standing or bending 

Blistered hands and feet; lacerations; backaches and other 
musculoskeletal strains and disorders; exhaustion; 

Repairing nets; vessels Sharp or heavy tools Blistered hands and feet, lacerations 

Tending aquaculture 
farms 

Disease control compounds; mosquitoes Injury from falls; drowning; malaria or dengue; pesticide 
and poisoning 

Work on boats and 
water in general 

Crowed conditions; deep water; cold water; 
polluted water; slippery walkways; fumes and 
other odours; loud equipment; lack of drinking 
water; long hours 

Drowning; hypothermia; nausea; claustrophobia; 
schistosomiasis, guinea worm and similar parasitic 
infections; broken bones and head injuries from slips; 
physical or emotional abuse; exhaustion; hunger; 
dehydration 

Long periods at sea on 
boats or fishing 
platforms 

Sexual abuse, intimidation, exposure to and 
pressure or enticement to engage in adult 
behaviours 

Sexually transmitted diseases; alcoholism; drug use and 
smoking; diminished sense of self-worth 

Selected List of common fishing and aquaculture tasks, hazards and potential consequences 

Adapted from IPEC 2011. Children in hazardous work: what we know, what we need to do. ILO. Geneva 2011 



Causes and contributing factors to 
child labour 
 
 Social inequalities, structural unemployment, poverty and 

vulnerability to shocks, migratory (direct/indirect impact) and 
demographic considerations 

 Poor quality, low relevance or absence of formal education, 
costs of schooling, level of parental education. Fishing 
communities often in remote rural areas with poor access to 
formal schooling 

 Cultural practices (e.g. social attitudes towards child 
work/labour, ideas about childhood and work) 

 Absence of appropriate national policies and legislation on 
child labour,  inadequate enforcement , lack of enabling 
environment that allows community participation in decision-
making 



Consequences and impacts of child 
labour 
 

 

 Highly contextual 

 Child labour often reinforces vicious 
cycle of poverty and has negative impact 
on literacy rates and school attendance 
and  limits  children’s  mental  and  physical  
health and development 

 Child labour in capture fisheries may 
occur to substitute adult labour and 
reduce labour costs. Poor profitability as 
a consequence of overfishing can be a 
driving force for the employment of 
children 

 



Guidance on addressing child labour in 
fisheries and aquaculture 

Purpose 
 
Assist governments + development partners to  

•classify child labour in fisheries and aquaculture,  

•mainstream child labour considerations in relevant development and  

•management policies, strategies and plans and  

•effectively tackle child labour in fisheries and aquaculture.  
 

Improve the understanding of 
• the nature and scope,  

•causes and contributing factors, and  

•consequences of child labour in fisheries and aquaculture  

by providing information and an analysis of current issues. 
 

 



Structure 
 
Introductory chapter 
 
Part 1  
Overview of concepts, definitions and 

recent data relevant to child labour;  

Characteristics and role of the fisheries 

and aquaculture sector + subsectors and 

child labour within this context;  

Examples of what work children do in 

fisheries and aquaculture and what the 

related risks and hazards are.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Part 2  
Overview of existing legal and policy 

frameworks relevant to child labour,  

Emphasize on importance of community 

engagement and awareness-raising;  

Best practices and suggestions for how to 

classify, mainstream and address child 

labour in fisheries and aquaculture.  
 
  

Guidance  on addressing child labour in 
fisheries and aquaculture 

 



National Plan of Action to Combat Child 
Labour in Fi & A in Cambodia 
 
Policy and Legislation 
 Endorse a standard  of what constitutes child labour in 

different activities. 

 Include CL concerns in policy and legal frameworks => 10 
year strategic plan, => gender mainstreaming plan 

 Develop Code of Conduct for good labour management 

 Improved coordination between FiA and Labour Ministry 

 Include conditionality on prohibition of CL in enterprise 
authorization letters 



National Plan of Action to Combat Child 
Labour in Fi & A in Cambodia 
 
Knowledge and awareness 
 Conduct participatory risk assessment exercise to determine  - 

by tasks, gender and season - hazardous tasks for children of 
different age classes  

 Develop and dessiminate awareness raising materials based 
on the risk assessment 

 Formulate and routinely include indicators on CL in fisheries 
surveys  and Agricultural Census 

 Organize CL awareness raising throughout the sector and 
including during the Annual Fish Day  

 



National Plan of Action to Combat Child 
Labour in Fi & A in Cambodia 
 
Livelihoods and integrated approach 
 Devise a sectoral youth employment strategy 

 Ensure equitable access to quality education  by fishing 
communities 

 Fully integrate CL issues into local gender committees work 

 Integrate CL issues into local/community investment plans 

 Ensure  that  livelihoods  programmes  are  not  “child  labour  
blind” 

 



 
 

Thank you for your attention 
 


