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George Rapsomanikis is a Senior Economist in the FAO Markets and Trade Division, 
where he leads the Commodity Markets and Development Team. His work focuses on 
issues related to the contribution of trade and markets to food security and sustainable 
development. Since 2011, he supports the G20 and the G7 in their discussions on 
global agriculture and food security. He has served as the Editor of the FAO 
Commodity Market Review (2007-2010), the UNCTAD-FAO Commodities and 
Development Report (2017), and the FAO flagship reports The State of Food Insecurity 
in the World (2013-2015), and The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets (2018, 
2020). 
 
 

 

Dr. Jorge Sellare is a Senior Researcher at the Center for Development Research 
(ZEF) and head of the junior research group "Transformation and Sustainability 
Governance in South American Bioeconomies". He did his PhD in Agricultural 
Economics at the University of Göttingen (Germany), where he focused on the impacts 
of sustainability standards and agricultural cooperatives on smallholder farmers in 
West Africa. He has previously held positions at CIAT (Colombia) and CATIE (Costa 
Rica), where he carried out work on contract farming, food security, and climate-smart 
agriculture. 
 
 

 

Peter Kettler has been active in the specialty coffee industry for over 25 years, with 
experience that includes the roasting, retail, trading and development sectors. In 2004 
he founded Radio Lifeline, a farmer-focused initiative that created a network of 
community radio stations to provide farmers with vital information regarding best 
agricultural practices, financial literacy, health and nutrition as well as cooperative 
development and environmental stewardship.  In 2010 their Coffee Lifeline earned the 
SCA’s annual Sustainability Award, citing its leadership and innovation in sustainable 
project design. Peter launched the Black Earth Project in 2010, leading to the first 
large-scale research into the use of biochar by smallholder farmers to improve soil 
fertility, lower input costs, increase yields and improve quality. In 2015 Radio Lifeline 
partnered with the UN’s Africa Climate Policy Center to broadcast a series of weekly 
radio programs to inform producers of the causes and anticipated impacts of global 
climate change. Peter joined Fairtrade International in 2019 as the Global Coffee 
Manager for coffee. 
 
 



 

Ms. Elisabeth Tuerk is Director of the Economic Cooperation and Trade Division 
(ECTD) at UNECE and leads the Division’s work across its four Sections: Cooperation 
and Partnerships, Innovative Policies Development, Market Access and Trade 
Facilitation. The Division works to support closer economic relations among UNECE’s 
56 member States in the pursuit of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and the 2030 Agenda. It assists member States in better integrating their economies 
into the world economy and in promoting a better policy, financial and regulatory 
environment conducive to inclusive economic growth, innovative and sustainable 
development and higher competitiveness in the ECE region.  
 
The ECTD services a large number of inter-governmental entities active in the 
development of standards and best practice recommendations for trade facilitation and 
electronic businesses (UN/CEFACT), regulatory cooperation (WP.6), agricultural 
quality standards (WP.7), public-private partnerships (PPPs) and innovation policies 
(ToS ICP). It also provides technical assistance for the implementation of such 
standards and recommendations, as well as targeted and demand-driven research and 
analytical work. The ECTD’s contributions to UNECE wide activities, along with 
initiatives and programmes at the level of the United Nations System, support an 
inclusive and sustainable post-COVID-19 recovery and a transition to a more circular 
economy, e.g. through the traceability of supply chains, the reduction of food 
loss/waste and the promotion of gender-sensitive standards.  
 
Prior to that, Ms. Tuerk acted as Chief of the Section on International Investment 
Agreements (IIAs) in UNCTAD’s Division on Investment and Enterprise (DIAE), where 
she led the Section's work across the three pillars of UNCTAD activities: research and 
analysis, capacity-building and consensus-building. Ms. Tuerk also coordinated the 
Section's contribution to other UNCTAD products, such as the joint UNCTAD/OECD 
monitoring of G20 countries' investment policy changes, the annual World Investment 
Report (WIR), and the biennial World Investment Forum (WIF), including key events 
such as Ministerial Roundtables.  
 
Ms. Tuerk’s earlier professional activities included functions in UNCTAD’s Division on 
International Trade and Commodities (DITC), covering e.g. WTO accessions and GATS 
negotiations, in the Geneva office of the Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL) and in the World Trade Organization (WTO). Ms. Tuerk holds a master’s degree 
from the World Trade Institute (WTI) in Bern, Switzerland, and both a degree in 
international management and a degree in law from the Karl-Franzens Universität in 
Graz, Austria. Ms. Tuerk is a national of Austria. 
 

 

 

Dr. Gong Xifeng, a Chinese national, now serves as the Counselor at Chinese Mission 
to WTO responsible for agricultural technical negotiations. Prior to his assignment to 
Geneva, he served as Director General for the Department of International 
Cooperation at Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), Vice President of 
Xinjiang Academy of Agricultural Sciences and Executive Deputy Director General of 
the Institute of Quality Standards and Testing Technology for Agro-Products of CAAS. 
Dr. Gong has a solid scientific training and broad experiences in research 
management and international cooperation. He has a broad understanding and the 
vision of the agricultural issues in China and has engaged in developing a series of 
strategic plans for the international cooperation for CAAS. He also served as Chair of 
Agricultural Technical Cooperation Group of APEC and a member for African-Britain-
China (ABC) agricultural technical committee for the assessment of agricultural 
development projects. Dr. Gong also served as Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) System Council Member from 2016 to 2019.  
 



 

Ms. Michèle Däppen is an international lawyer at the Swiss Federal Office for 
Agriculture where she leads the Trade Relations Unit. As part of the Federal 
Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research, her team is responsible for 
agricultural questions in international trade negotiations. Ms. Däppen’s main 
responsibility is the negotiation of preferential trade agreements with third countries 
and the multilateral trade negotiations in the WTO Committee on Agriculture. 
Furthermore, she and her team follow national parliamentary processes to ensure that 
Swiss agricultural policy is in compliance with international law. One main focus of the 
unit’s work is the contribution of trade agreements to the sustainable transformation of 
global food systems. 
  

 

 

Ms. Rebecca Barton currently serves as Counsellor at Australia’s Permanent Mission 
to the World Trade Organization in Geneva where she works on Australia’s multilateral 
agricultural reform agenda, including in relation to addressing trade-distorting 
agricultural subsidies.  Prior to this Ms Barton represented Australia in the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership goods 
market access negotiations and served as Adviser in the Offices of Australia’s Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister.  Ms Barton’s first posting was to Pretoria, South 
Africa.  Prior to these roles Ms Barton served with humanitarian assistance NGOs in 
East Timor and Iraq.  Ms Barton has a Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Commerce 
(Economics) and Diploma in Modern Languages (Indonesian) from the University of 
Melbourne.  

 
*********** 


