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Access meeting documents at
https://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41327/en

Review of FIRMS activities during the intersession 
(May 2019 – September 2021, 29 months)

• Status of implementation of the FSC9-FSC10-FSC11 decisions

• Marine Resource module

• Fishery module

• Database content

• Web trends

• Trainings or skills development

• Promotional and outreach activities

• Secretariat resources in support of FIRMS

• Issues and potential activities



FSC11-FSC10-FSC9 Decisions 
Status of implementation

FSC11

FSC10

FSC9
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Content updates - Marine Resource module

4

FIRMS partners
• CCAMLR: 4 stocks updated, awaiting clearance for publication (rep. year 2021)

• CCSBT: updated and published (rep. year 2020)
• GFCM: 5 stocks updated, awaiting clearance for publication (rep. year 2019)
• IATTC: 8 stocks updated and published (rep. year 2020).

• ICCAT: 6 stocks updated and published (rep. years 2017, 2018, 2019)
• ICES: 200 stocks updated and published, work in progress for more. FIRMS-ICES 

inventory IDs mapped to the GRSF UUIDs. Improvements for area references in 
progress (Functional Units for Sandeel and Norway lobster)

• IOTC: 15 stocks updated and published (rep. year 2018), a new round of updates is in 

progress.
• SEAFO: 5 stocks updated and published (2 rounds of updates, rep. years 2019 and 

2021)
• SPRFMO: 4 new stocks inventoried and published (rep. years 2017, 2018, 2019)
• SIOFA: 8 stocks initial inventory drafted

• NPFC (FIRMS Observer): 8 stocks case studies drafted as example of NPFC-FIRMS 
marine resource inventory.

FAO and its Article VI RFBs:
• WECAFC: Inventory updated with 27 marine 

resources and published 29 factsheets (rep. year = 
2016, 2019).

• CECAF: The SSC8 (Oct. 2018) provided new status 

updates for 102 stocks, of which an update of 34 
marine resources was conducted, awaiting clearance 

for publication.

• RECOFI: Data call workshop (Aug. 2021) - draft 
inventory of 92 factsheets for Bahrain, Iran, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia updated 
with assessment information (RECOFI 

WGFM2019) pending the review of the RECOFI 
Member States. UAE submitted stocks and fisheries 
national inventory.

• SWIOFC: 33 stocks updated (rep. year 2019),with 
7 new entries in inventory, awaiting clearance for 

publication.



Content updates - Fishery module
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FIRMS partners
• CCAMLR: 4 fisheries updated, awaiting clearance for publication (rep. year 2021).

• FCWC: 38 fisheries inventoried and 22 published (rep. year 2020) for 5 member 
states (Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, Togo), others in progress.

• NASCO: Updates for North Atlantic Salmon Fisheries was submitted; it is awaiting the 

FIRMS secretariat to process it and upload into the system.
• NEAFC: 7 fisheries updated and published (rep. year 2021)

• SEAFDEC: Results study on the Stock and Risk Assessment of Kawakawa and 
Longtail tuna (rep. year 2021, ref. year 2018) was submitted for possible upload in the 
system. The study overlaps fishery resources monitored by IOTC, the evaluation is in 

progress.
• SEAFO: 3 fisheries updated and published (2 rounds of updates, rep. years 2019 

and 2021)
• SPRFMO: 4 new fisheries inventoried and published (rep. years 2017, 2018, 2019)
• IATTC: the Tunas and billfishes fishery updated and published (rep. Year 2020)

• SIOFA: 9 fisheries initial inventory drafted.
• NPFC (FIRMS Observer): 8 fisheries case studies drafted as example of NPFC-

FIRMS marine resource inventory.

FAO and its Article VI RFBs:
• WECAFC: 15 fisheries published for 4 countries 

(Dominica, French Guiana, Saint Kitts and 

Nevis, Saint Lucia). Target species: Queen 
Conch, Spiny Lobster and Flyingfish.

• RECOFI: Data call workshop (Aug. 2021) - 68 

fisheries pending updates for Bahrain, Iran, 
Oman, Qatar. Draft inventory for the other 

member states is in progress. UAE submitted 
stocks and fisheries national inventory.



Database content
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More than 2 000 fact sheets!
• A growing trend across FSCs of 

inventoried marine resources and 
fisheries, and fact sheets published 
(i.e., status and trends reports)

• A growing variety of fisheries both 
fishing activity and management units

• Catch/Landing time series for more than 
40% of the records

GRSF – Tuna Atlas
• These new products bringing many 

more records and data
(see TWG reports)



Web trends

7

Upward trend
• Constant increase in overall FIRMS usage

• Bounce rate decrease in pages with relevant 
information



Trainings or skills development
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Regular support to FIRMS Partners
• Focused assistance for data submission for 

CCAMLR, CECAF, GFCM, FCWC, ICCAT, ICES, 
IOTC, NASCO, NEAFC, RECOFI, SEAFO, 
SEAFDEC, SPRFMO, SWIOFC, and WECAFC.

• IATTC and CCSBT submit their updates in 
completely autonomy. (Usually also NAFO)

Focused capacity building projects
To develop Partners' capacity and of their Member States towards a streamlined 

reporting from statistical data collection, to a regional database of catch and effort 
harmonized with the inventory of fisheries, and to disseminate fisheries status and 
trends.

• WECAFC: Facilitation of the update of the WECAFC-FIRMS inventories of stocks 

and fisheries, support to DCRF (Data Collection Reference Framework) in WECAFC-
CRFM-OSPESCA Fisheries Data and Statistics Online Working Group (FDS-WG)

• FCWC: Online Regional Workshop and preparatory sessions to strengthen the 

knowledge and expertise within Member States in terms of fisheries data collection 
systems required for successful data reporting at national, regional and global level. 
Support development of the FCWC regional fisheries database, and to provide 

support to CECAF working groups.
38 fisheries inventories and 22 factsheets published (rep. year 2020) amongst the 5 

member states, and the others in progress.

• RECOFI: "Data Call Workshop: updating stocks and fisheries inventories”, together 

with other 2 workshops “Minimum Data Reporting Regional Database Workshop” and 
"An introduction to SDG 14.4.1 and its regional application ". Training on inventory and 

draft updates. UAE new data submission. Recommendations and nomination of 
regional and national focal points.

Awareness raising and training to 
prepare the accession of new RFBs to 
the FIRMS Membership

• NPFC: Introduction of FIRMS to the NPFC 
Scientific Committee (Nov. 2020), draft inventories 
of stocks and fisheries for the North Pacific to 

present next NPFC SC session (Dec. 2021).

• CTMFM: Introduction to the FIRMS partnership 

and discuss content of the Annex 2 of the 
arrangement.



Promotional and outreach activities
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Outreach
• During the intersession, FIRMS attended about 25 meetings including RFB statutory 

meetings, conferences, and project meetings.

• See full list in Annex 5 of doc. FIRMS FSC12/2021/2 (CECAF, CFI, CWP, FAO, FCWC, IORA, 
KMFRI, NPFC, RECOFI, SIOFA, WECAFC, WIOMSA)

• SFP: project proposal to UNDP Ocean Innovation Challenge with the goal "Establish the GRSF 
traceability units (TU) as fit-for-purpose for use by the seafood industry, government agencies, 

and NGOs".

GRSF pilot release
• Following FSC11 decision, the GRSF was publicly released in November 2019 at the FAO International Symposium on Fisheries 

Sustainability (FAO, Rome).

• Blue-Cloud Webinar/Video: "Fish, a matter of scales - Expanding cross-domain digital resources for fisheries management"

• GRSF UUIDs addition in FIRMS, RAM, and FishSource databases. 

Some Partners are considering the addition of the UUIDs in their databases.



Secretariat resources in support of FIRMS

10

Increased resources available during 2019-21
• significant time for capacity building support to new partners

• focused effort on the new investments in Global Tuna Atlas and GRSF 
along with the increased amount of data to manage

• Resources also from projects (BlueCloud, CLME+)

• New FAO colleagues part of the team: Bracken, Anne Elise,Arturo

• Appreciated in-kind time contributions from various partners



Prospect activities
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Perspectives pending FSC12 decisions

• Expanding FIRMS coverage and timeliness of reporting;

• GRSF and Tuna Atlas: support further development (2022) and maintenance of the two systems;

• Support SDG 14.4.1 requirements and FIRMS national pilot activities;

• Renewal of FIRMS website, along with upgrade/migration of underlying FIGIS software;

• Progressing FIRMS standards in certain areas;

• Publish the FIRMS inventories which are still in Excel format;

• Promotion of FIRMS.

FIRMS Capacity building activities – upon funds availability

• FCWC: Support statistical data collection for certain Member States' Artisanal and industrial Fisheries, 

and support FCWC fisheries regional database.

• In collaboration with ASFA: collect in OpenASFA the Grey research literature and/ or datasets that can 

support evidence on status of fisheries and fishery resources, with focus to data poor countries in 

Southeast Asia.



Perspectives on Processes/Issues/Resources for 
next inter-sessional period
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Increase coverage
• Content coverage: encourage Partners for submission catch; new workflows expected to facilitate the data submissions.

• Geographic coverage: expansionexpected through the data collated and disseminated in the Global Record of Stocks and Fisheries (GRSF) 
and the utilization of the UUIDs. A significant increase in coverage is also expected from the SDG 14.4.1 national questionnaire.

• The Data call policy adopted by FSC11 will be pursued.

• Expand Partnership: further engage potential partners (CTMFM, NPFC, WCPFC...)

Issues
• Timely contributions!

• Timely contributions!

• Timely contributions!

Financial resources
• it is expected that the Regular Programme will continue to support content updates including the national SDG14.4.1 questionnaire cycle.

• The RP will also dedicate some resources to support the upgrade and migration of the underlying FIRMS software.

• EBF resources will continue to be necessary in support to regional uptake of FIRMS in various regions including BOBLME, 
WECAFC, CECAF-FCWC, RECOFI.

• GRSF and Tuna Atlas are promising in terms of FIRMS coverage expansion including the SDG14.4.1 national data, but additional EBF
resources and/or partnerships will be necessary for fully supporting this extension.



Questions?
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