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Background 

1. The tenth session of RECOFI was held in Rome, Italy from 9 to 11 July 2019. The session was
attended by 15 delegates from seven members of the Commission, namely Kingdom of Bahrain,
Republic of Iraq, State of Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates), and one inter- governmental invited organization.

2. The Eleventh meeting of the WGFM was held in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, from 19 to 21
February 2019. The Meeting was attended by 12 participants from the following seven RECOFI
member countries: Iraq, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and United
Arab Emirates in addition to the FAO Secretariat and one invited expert.

3. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) held its 34th Session from 1 to 5 February 2021. The
session was convened virtually, on an exceptional basis, in light of the global COVID-19 pandemic
and the associated public health concerns and constraints. The session was attended by 96 Members of
the Committee, by observers from 12 other FAO Member Nations, the Holy See and Palestine, and
one Associate Member of FAO, by representatives from ten specialized agencies of the United Nations
and by observers from 30 intergovernmental organizations, two organizations from the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGAIR) and 32 international non-governmental
organizations.
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Review of relevant outcomes of the 10th session of RECOFI, the 11th Meeting of the WGFM 
and 34th Session of COFI 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this paper is to provide information to the Working Group on Fisheries Management 
(WGFM) on the outcome of the Tenth Session of RECOFI that was held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to 
11 July 2019. A number of these outcomes are particularly important to the WGFM, such as 
Recommendation on the assessment and management of Kingfish stock in the RECOFI Area. 
Additionally, the relevant outcomes of the 11th Meeting of the WGFM and 34th Session of COFI are 
also briefly presented. 

The WGFM is invited to: 

• consider and comment on the outcomes of the Tenth Session of RECOFI, the Eleventh
Meeting of the WGFM and the 34th Session of COFI, with particular consideration to the
implications for the work of the WGFM
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Relevant outcomes of the tenth session of RECOFI 
 
4. RECOFI discussed a number of important items that are important for the WGFM to note in 
moving forward with its work. These are summarized below: 

• The Commission emphasized that both the budget and level of activities must be increased in 
order to act as a fully functional RFMO.  

• RECOFI members recognized the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and the 
need to collect data regarding SDG 14, which will assist in the sustainable management of 
fisheries resources and the economic benefit of the fisheries sector. The Commission tasked 
the WGFM to review the reference list of stocks for the SDG 14.4.1 reporting and to consider 
RECOFI’s possible involvement in the e-training course. 

• The Commission commended the WGFM on the activities undertaken in the intersessional 
period and noted the outcomes of these activities.  

• The Commission reviewed and approved the RECOFI Recommendation 
(RECOFI/X/2019/1) on the Assessment and Management of Kingfish (Scomberomorus 
commerson) stocks in the RECOFI Area and agreed upon a RECOFI-wide annual closed 
season for Kingfish to take place from 15 August to 15 October. 

• RECOFI acknowledged the value in cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME and the 
important role that the signed MoU will play in the cooperation between them. The 
Commission acknowledged also the efforts of the WGFM at its eleventh meeting to identify 
priority areas for cooperation and agreed that the promotion of ecosystem-based fisheries and 
aquaculture management including the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries and Aquaculture and 
the joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of mutual 
interest are good starting points, with further priorities to be agreed upon at a later stage.  

• The Commission approved the RECOFI Secretariat proposal to organize a MDR / Regional 
Database workshop in 2020, to strengthen the statistics and information capacity of the body. 
The Session noted that the RECOFI Secretariat prepared a new modular and incremental 
regional database proposal, being reviewed by Kuwait, with the main goal to ensure progress 
on the development of the regional database. As part of the above workshop, the Commission 
agreed to include the evaluation of the proposed functional pilot regional database 

• The Commission endorsed the proposed geographic sub-divisions: FAO subarea 51.3 divided 
into the divisions 51.3.1 – Oman Sea and 51.3.2 – Arabian Sea (South Western). 

• The Commission noted that no work has been done on socio-economics during this 
intersessional period and decided to prioritize the MDR work, postponing all socio-economics 
efforts. 

• The Commission approved the RECOFI Secretariat proposal to organize a hands-on capacity 
building workshop on FIRMS in 2020, to update RECOFI-FIRMS national inventories on 
fisheries and develop RECOFI inventory on Marine resources. 

 
Relevant outcomes of the eleventh meeting of the WGFM 

5. While most of the relevant outcomes of the eleventh meeting of the WGFM were discussed at 
the tenth session of RECOFI and highlighted above, a few key matters are highlighted below: 

• The meeting noted the difficulties in reporting and sourcing updated data on RECOFI priority 
species and agreed on the freezing number of current RECOFI priority species 

• The meeting approved a Terms of Reference for the FIRMS Regional Focal Point 

• The meeting decided that FIRMS National Focal Points could be the same as the MDR 
National Focal Points 
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Relevant outcomes of the 34th session of the Committee on Fisheries  
 
6. The extensive outcomes of the 34th session of COFI are numerous, and so those relevant for 
regional bodies such as RECOFI are highlighted below: 

• COFI called on FAO to cooperate with relevant regional and international organizations 
working in areas related to fisheries and aquaculture for increased coordination, 
consistency and harmonization of information requests to limit the reporting burden placed 
upon Members. 

• COFI Reiterated the key role that RFMOs and Regional Fisheries Advisory Bodies 
(RFABs) play in combatting IUU fishing and expressed appreciation for the actions 
undertaken to strengthen conservation and fisheries management measures, and encouraged 
RFMOs to increase cooperation to continue to strengthen these measures 

• COFI highlighted that RFMOs and RFABs play a key role in supporting and strengthening 
fisheries science, fisheries management and monitoring, control and surveillance, at both 
national and regional level. 

• COFI called upon FAO to further increase its support to marine and inland RFMOs and 
RFABs, including those bodies with a mandate on aquaculture, particularly in the strategic 
reorientation of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC), the Fishery 
Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF), the Regional Commission for 
Fisheries (RECOFI), and provide technical assistance to the establishment of the Red Sea 
and Gulf of Aden Aquaculture and Fisheries Organization (RAAFO). 

• COFI noted the important role that RFABs, RFMOs and other regional initiatives play in 
mainstreaming biodiversity in the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources, 
and requested FAO to strengthen its support to them in this arena. 

 


