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September 2021 

REGIONAL FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Introduction 

1. This document outlines the background of the cooperation between RECOFI and Regional
Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) since 2013 and presents a
summary of ROPME’s plan of work to stimulate discussion on possible joint workplans between
RECOFI and ROPME in line with the work of the WGFM.

Background 

2. At the seventh session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) held in Tehran,
Islamic Republic of Iran, 14-16 May 2013, the Commission concurred on the need for due consideration
to be given to ongoing ecosystem changes and their impacts, including climate change and red tide
impacts on both fisheries and aquaculture. The Commission welcomed the opportunity to strengthen
cooperation with the Fisheries Resources Committee of the GCC and other relevant regional partners
including the execution of joint activities of fisheries and aquaculture.

3. In this respect, and also with regards to common regional priorities, the Commission emphasized
the value of effective and viable regional cooperation which should be fostered by RECOFI in
partnership with other interested entities, such as the Fisheries Resources Committee of the GCC,
Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) and the World Wildlife
Fund (WWF). In this regard, the Secretariat proposed that a formal partnership arrangement between
these bodies be sought.
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Executive Summary 

This document outlines the background of the cooperation between RECOFI and Regional 
Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) since 2013 and presents a 
summary of ROPME’s plan of work to stimulate discussion on possible joint workplans between 
RECOFI and ROPME in line with the work of the WGFM. The outcomes of the tenth session of 
RECOFI and the recently received ROPME workplans are outlined.  

The WGFM is invited to: 

• Review the updates on cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME with particular note to
the most recent outcomes of the tenth session of RECOFI and the workplan areas of
ROPME to propose possible workplan details for RECOFI and ROPME
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4. At the ninth meeting of the RECOFI Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM) held 
on 24-26 November 2015 in Kuwait City, Kuwait, the RECOFI Secretary noted that the Commission had 
requested cooperation with other relevant regional entities, such as the Permanent Fisheries Resources 
Committee (PFRC) of GCC and the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
(ROPME). Further to this request, the RECOFI Secretary and Mr Rashid Al Shihi, Oceanographic 
Specialist with the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment of the United Arab Emirates, used the 
WGFM meeting in Kuwait as an opportunity to meet Mr Abdul Rahman Al Awadi, Executive Secretary 
of ROPME and Mr Hassan Mohammadi, Coordinator of ROPME. 

5. The Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) is an 
Intergovernmental Organization, the permanent headquarters of which is located in Kuwait. ROPME was 
established on 1 July 1979 in accordance with Article XVI of the Kuwait Regional Convention for 
Cooperation on the Protection of the Marine Environment from Pollution, 1978. Bahrain, I.R.Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE are Parties to the Convention and the State of Kuwait is 
the Depository. There are four Protocols under the Convention addressing marine emergencies, land- 
based activities, sea-based pollution and hazardous wastes. The Convention and its four Protocols and 
the Kuwait Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and the Coastal 
Areas are registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations in accordance with Article 102 of the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

6. The Chairperson and the Secretary of RECOFI represented the Commission at the regional 
workshop entitled “Toward the Development of a Regional Ecosystem Based Management Strategy for 
ROPME Sea Area” held from 4 to 7 April 2016 in Dubai, UAE. The Secretary made a presentation on 
the challenges and opportunities for regional fisheries management and aquaculture development in the 
region. The presentation provided a brief overview of RECOFI and a case study of the work conducted 
by the Commission. He referred to the international legal framework under which the flag and coastal 
States have the obligation and duty to cooperate for fisheries management through appropriate regional 
mechanisms/agreements such as RECOFI. The power of RECOFI to adopt binding recommendations 
was explained. 

7. The Dubai meeting produced 12 recommendations. Recommendation 10 specifically addressed 
the cooperation between ROPME and RECOFI: “Considering the identical geographical coverage and 
membership of ROPME and RECOFI, it would be highly desirable and advisable to establish an 
effective and viable cooperation framework. In this regard, ROPME and RECOFI should discuss areas 
for cooperation through a joint meeting”. 

8. The RECOFI Secretary and Chairperson were invited to participate in the “Sustainable Ocean 
Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies on 
Accelerating Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets”, held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from 
26 to 28 September 2016. The case of the potential cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME was 
included in the Agenda and outlined by the RECOFI Secretary through a joint FAO/RECOFI and 
UNEP/ROWA presentation. 

Memorandum of Understanding between RECOFI and ROPME 

9. Formulation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between FAO/RECOFI and ROPME 
began in early 2016. The version of MoU which was sent to FAO for clearance was submitted to the 
Ninth Session of RECOFI (2017) for information. The Commission acknowledged the convenience of 
the MoU with ROPME and expressed its desire to work with the ROPME under the terms of the MoU. 
Some changes were made to the original version of the MoU during the necessary clearance procedures. 
On 27 November 2018, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment (ROPME). FAO’s signing, which was on behalf of RECOFI, came at ROPME 
headquarters in Kuwait City, Kuwait. The enforced version of the MoU is provided in Appendix 1. 

10. The MoU (Appendix 1), establishes a framework for identifying, facilitating and strengthening 
cooperation between FAO/RECOFI and ROPME aiming at benefiting from both parties’ initiatives and 
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work in relation to sustainable use of marine living resources. Both organizations agreed to cooperate on 
the management of marine environment and its ecosystems, marine biodiversity conservation and 
management, promotion of awareness on conservation of the marine environment, joint technical 
projects, joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of mutual interest, 
and joint technical publications. The MoU marks the launch of an important regional partnership in 
support of sustainable use of marine living resources and protection of marine environment. The MoU is 
in effect and has a duration of four years, concluding in 2022. 

11. The Eleventh meeting WGFM (Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, 19-21 February 2019) reviewed the 
likely cooperation activities listed in the Annex 1 of the current MoU. There was a concern that some of 
the likely cooperation activities would fall under the responsibility of the Ministry of Environment of the 
RECOFI Member States. Following discussions, the WGFM suggested, the following selected 
cooperation activity areas to be implemented, in order of priority, under the MoU within budgetary limits 
of the two parties: 

• Conservation, protection, management and sustainable use of marine living resources; 

• Management of coastal and marine resources and ecosystem; 

• Promotion of ecosystem-based fisheries and aquaculture management including the Ecosystem 
Approach to Fisheries and Aquaculture; 

• Mitigation of the impact of fisheries and aquaculture activities on the marine habits and species; 

• Conservation and responsible management of threatened and endangered species; 

• Joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of the mutual 
interests; and 

• Promotion of ecosystem based approach to the conservation of marine environment, its 
ecosystem and the sustainable use of marine living resources. 

12. At the tenth session of RECOFI, held from 9 to 11 July in Rome, Italy,  the Commission 
acknowledged the value in cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME and the important role the MoU 
would play in that cooperation. The Commission acknowledged the efforts of the WGFM to identify 
areas for cooperation and agreed that the promotion of ecosystem-based fisheries and aquaculture 
management, and the joint organization of seminars, workshop and technical training in fields of mutual 
interest are good starting points, with further priorities agreed upon at a later stage. 

13. In August 2021, the ROPME Secretariat sent a communication to the RECOFI Secretariat which 
noted three areas they had elaborated workplans that could be relevant for the MoU with RECOFI. These 
workplans were: 

• Regional marine biodiversity strategy (Appendix 2) 

• Regional ecosystem-based management strategy (Appendix 3) 

• Regional Eutrophication and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Strategy (Appendix 4) 

14. A virtual meeting will be held to further discuss areas of work under this MoU 
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Appendix 1: Memorandum of Understanding between RECOFI and ROPME 
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Appendix 2: ROPME Regional marine biodiversity strategy 
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Appendix 3: ROPME Regional ecosystem-based management strategy 
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Appendix 4: ROPME Regional Eutrophication and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Strategy 
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