
GB-10 Side Event:  

Defining the Treaty’s value proposi�on for engaging with the Food Processing Industry  

When: Monday 20 November, 13.15 – 14.15  

Where: Iran Room (B116), FAO HQ. Light lunch provided.  

Introduc�on: 

The Treaty’s Governing Body approved its new Food Processing Industry Engagement Strategy at its last 
session in 20221. The Strategy will be implemented in the context of relevant global policy frameworks 
such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs) and the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF). 

There are numerous areas of synergy between the food processing industry and the Treaty and various 
mutually reinforcing benefits of their successful func�oning. The food processing industry is inextricably 
linked to, and reliant upon the seed sector, and benefits from plant gene�c resources for food and 
agriculture, agrobiodiversity, sustainable access to seeds, and the unique partnerships that the Treaty’s 
systems provide. Benefits to the Treaty of partnering with the food processing industry include 
communica�on, knowledge, technology, and innova�on. Partnerships may generate joint 
communica�on on biodiversity and sustainable food systems, real-�me knowledge and data, market 
intelligence, and best prac�ces, and facilitate the effec�ve dissemina�on of informa�on na�onally, 
regionally, and globally. Common threads with the Treaty include addressing issues such as biodiversity, 
climate change, technology transfer/capacity building, agricultural diversifica�on and support to family 
farming, and benefit sharing. Further areas to be explored could be the whole diversity of food, in 
par�cular highly nutri�ous food, and the contribu�on of PGRFA to the achievement of the SDGs. 

The Treaty’s engagement strategy with the food processing industry includes efforts to define the 
Treaty’s value proposi�on for the food processing industry, develop communica�on tools, and iden�fy 
entry points and possible models for engagement. 

The development of the Treaty’s value proposi�on will be informed by the shared context between the 
Treaty and the Food Processing Industry and the opportuni�es and risks for both par�es. It will also build 
on previous analysis and interviews undertaken by the Treaty Secretariat on the food processing 
industry, and guidance from the Treaty’s Funding Commitee, which has expressed its support for the 
proposal of using an agri-food systems approach in implemen�ng the Food Processing Industry 
Engagement Strategy.  

Objec�ve of the side event: 

The Treaty Secretariat had undertaken a series of informal consulta�ons towards developing the outline 
of the Treaty’s value proposi�on.  The consulta�ons involved a wide range of stakeholders including 
experts, representa�ves from the food processing industry and members of the Treaty’s Funding 
Commitee.  

The objec�ve of the side event is to present and discuss the results of the consulta�ons to inform the 
next steps for the further development of the Treaty’s value proposi�on for the food processing industry. 

 
1 Resolu�on 4/2022 Resolu�on 4/2022 Implementa�on of the Funding Strategy (fao.org) 
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Side Event Program:  

When: Monday 20 November, 13.15 – 14.15  

Where: Iran Room (B116), FAO HQ. Light lunch provided. 

Moderator: François Pythoud 

13.15 – 13.20 Welcome Remarks 
Contextualizing the Treaty's Engagement Strategy with 
the food processing industry 

Álvaro Toledo, Deputy 
Secretary of the 
Interna�onal Treaty  

13.20 – 13.35 Ini�al Consulta�on Results: Perspec�ves from the Food 
Processing Industry on Opportuni�es and Challenges 
for Engagement 
A perspec�ve from the food processing industry on 
Opportuni�es and Challenges for Engagement 

Gigi Manicad, Senior 
Consultant, Treaty 
Secretariat 

13.35 -14.10 Panel Discussion   
Stakeholders’ perspec�ves on the Opportuni�es and Challenges for Engagement  

(5 min) A perspec�ve from a BSF partner on par�cipatory 
sorghum breeding for the brewing industry 

Alexander Bombom, 
NARO Uganda  

(5 min) A perspec�ve from the seed industry on communica�ng 
the vital role of seeds to food 

Ludovic Pâris, Lima 
Grain 

(5 min) A perspec�ve from a youth food movement  Lydia Amenyaglo, Ghana 
Food Movement 

(5 min) A perspec�ve from farmers as food processors and 
retailers in farmers' markets 

Richard McCarthy, 
President, World 
Farmers Markets 
Coali�on 

(5 min) A perspec�ve from a food processing organiza�on Enrico Ba�ston 
Interna�onal 
Organiza�on of Vine & 
Wine 

(10 min) Q&A discussion 
14.10 – 14.15 Closing Remarks  François Pythoud 

Moderator 
 

 

 

 

 

 


