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FSNAU and The Context in Somalia 

 Collapse of state institutions in 1990 and concurrent and 
prolonged severe drought across Somalia resulted in a famine 
in 1992 that cost the lives of over 200,000 Somalis 

 1994: FSAU was established in order to provide (i) information 
on current and projected food security conditions in Somalia 
and (ii) early warning of potential food crises 

 2000: FSAU started systematic monitoring of the nutrition 
situation across Somalia through regular nutrition surveys 

 2003-2006: A comprehensive analytical framework was 
developed; Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
was developed and introduced 

 2009: FSAU was renamed FSNAU to signify the integration and 
importance of nutrition as part of its core activities 

 FSNAU is currently in its Seventh Phase (Mar 2013-Feb 2017)  
with expected results in five areas:  

 Capacity development  
 Early warning   
 Applied research  
 Baseline studies and  
 Information systems 



FSNAU Analytical Framework 

 Including: sectoral analyses, core analytical activities and processes that link information to action through 
dissemination of information and analyses via appropriate communication channels 
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Agricultural Livelihoods 

• Cereal (maize, sorghum) 
planting, availability of inputs 
(fertilizers, etc.);  

• Cereal  cultivation (area planted 
and harvested), post-harvest 
losses;  

• Production (cereals and cash 
crops); cereal stock availability; 
cereal trade flow  

• Cereal prices, wage labor,  TOR 

• IDP and Urban: semi-annual integrated food security and nutrition surveys (primary data); plus secondary 
data/market analyses (prices and terms of trade) 

• Rural: semi-annual sector-specific primary data collected through rapid assessment techniques; plus market 
analyses (prices and terms of trade); secondary (satellite imagery; other agency/ government data)  

FSNAU Food Security Analytical Framework 

Pastoral Livelihoods 

• Pasture availability and fodder 
prices  

• Water availability and prices  
• Livestock migration patterns 
• Livestock body condition, 

conception, calving/kidding, 
livestock off-take  

• Debt level, food and income 
sources; coping strategies 

Urban Areas 

• Cereal availability and prices, wage labor 
• Purchasing power (terms of trade 

between labor and cereal); 
• Primary household data on consumption, 

assets, coping strategies, and livelihood 
strategies nutrition, and mortality; 

IDPs 

• Cereal availability and prices, wage labor 
• Purchasing power (terms of trade 

between labor and cereal); 
• Primary household data on consumption, 

assets, coping strategies, and livelihood 
strategies nutrition, and mortality; 

• Access  indicators (food sources, income 
sources),  

• Population movement (displacement) 
data;  



• Household demographics 
• Livelihood assets owned 
• Herd dynamics  (births, sales, deaths) [for pastoral/agropastoral 

livelihoods] 
• Food consumption score 
• Coping strategies index 
• Livelihood change (assets and strategies) 
• Nutritional status and mortality 
• Cereal/crop production [for crop-dependent livelihoods] 
• Food availability 
• Food sources (access) 
• Share of household expenditure on food out of total expenditure (access) 
• Terms of trade (based on cereal and livestock prices and daily labor wage) 
• Cost of minimum expenditure basket (proxy for Consumer Price index/cost 

of living) 
• Access to safe water sources and quantity (utilization) 
• Conflict (hazards and vulnerability) 
• Drought (hazards and vulnerability) 

 

FSNAU Food Security Analytical Framework – Key 
Indicators Used for Monitoring and Analyses  



FSNAU Uses IPC 2 Procedures and Protocols for Acute 
Food Insecurity Classification 



FSNAU Uses IPC 2 Procedures and Protocols for Acute 
Food Insecurity Area and Household Classification 



 The Nutrition Analytical Framework provides a contextual analysis of the 
nutrition situation, rather than one that focuses on prevalence estimates & 
thresholds alone 

 The framework has been developed through a consultative process 
involving nutrition technical partners 

 The framework is based on international thresholds (WHO, Sphere and 
Fanta) plus  analyses of available contextually relevant information 

 The framework is the basis for the nutrition situation classification,  
nutrition situation maps and caseloads estimation 

 The Nutrition Analytical Framework has three components:  

 Indicators and thresholds for core nutrition outcome Indicators (mainly 
anthropometry related information and mortality);  

 Indicators for Immediate Causes of malnutrition; and  

 Indicators for Driving/Underlying factors of malnutrition 

FSNAU Nutrition Analytical Framework 



FSNAU Nutrition Analytical Framework: Key Indicators 
and Thresholds 



FSNAU Nutrition Analytical Framework: Indicators for 
Immediate Causes of Malnutrition 



FSNAU Nutrition Analytical Framework: Indicators for 
Underlying Causes of Malnutrition 

 



FSNAU Nutrition Analytical Framework: Integrated 
Nutrition and Food Security Analysis 



Constraints, Challenges and Lessons Learned 

 Integration of food security and nutrition surveys  in urban areas  and among IDPs has 
strengthened FSNAU’s analysis while reducing costs;  
 

 FSNAU analysis indicate a more severe food insecurity and malnutrition situation in south 
and central Somalia compared to other parts of the country 
 

 Insecurity and funding constraints pose continued challenge to FSNAU’s work in Somalia – as 
a results scope of assessment s and surveys and methodologies have to be adapted 
(outsourcing surveys, remotely moderated (phone)-interviews,  use of rapid assessment 
techniques, extrapolation, etc) 
 

 State institutions remain weak in terms of  their capacity, including technical capacity 
 

 In order to address the needs of the humanitarian community, FSNAU conducts a large 
number of surveys per year – this has generated a wealth of data and information that will 
enable analysis of long-term trends and underlying causes of food and livelihood insecurity 
and malnutrition 
 

 However, surveys are very expensive, logistically extremely demanding in the context of 
Somalia and time consuming  -  this limits FSNAU’s capacity to conduct  analyses of long-
term trends and underlying causes 
 



Sample FSNAU Information Products 



For further details on FSNAU, its activities and 
information products, you can visit its website: 

www.fsnau.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.fsnau.org/
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